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The engineers who were told they 
would be safe in lawless Chechenia 



The four hostages: from left, Rudolf Petschi, aged 42; Darren Hickey, 26; Peter Kennedy, 46; and Stan Shaw, 58. Granger Telecom defied official advice not to send staff to the lawless Russian republic after winning a £190 w»mi«w contract 


Four killed after 
‘bungled rescue’ 


Rory Carroll, and Tom 
Whftahousa fat Moscow 


T HE company which 
employed three of 
the four hostages 
decapitated in Che- 
cbenia stood 
accused last night of commit- 
ting a series of misju figments 
leading up to the brutal 
murders. 

It emerged last night that 
Granger Telecom, which de- 
fied official advice not to send 
staff to the breakaway and 
lawless Russian republic after 
winning a £190 million con- 
tract, was in contact with the 
kidnappers as recently as last 
week. But attempts to extract 
the mm from the clutches of 


their abductors came to noth- 
ing with 'yesterday's grue- 
some discovery of four heads 
lined up beside a sack, in 
plain view of passers-by. on a 
deserted highway 15 miles 
west of the capital Grozny. 

The engineers were be- 
lieved to be earning less than 
£25,000 a year. The size of the 
mobile phone installation 
contract with Chechen Tele- 
com had made the risk worth 
taking said Granger, of Wey- 
bridge. Surrey, Just 24 hours 
after the men were kidnapped, 
at gunpoint 

Chechen authorities, who 
promised to the mur- 

derers today, were not in- 
formed after they arrived, 
pnd armed security guards 
hired by Hie company were 


outgunned by the kidnappers, 
who burst into their fortified 
compound on October 3. 

» Paul Keetcb, MP of one of 
the dead men, said; They 
should never, have ^ been sent. 
Their employer gave them the 
assurances that they had been 
given by the Chechen author!- 
ties, which frankly amounted 
to nothing. These were worfir- 
less guarantees of safety.” 

Granger negotiated with the 
kidnappers via Chechen Tele- 
com rather than the authori- 
ties, believing their business 
partners to be more reliable.. 

Grangers! employees were 
Darren Hickey, aged 26, a 
single man Of Thames Bitten. 
Surrey; Stan Shaw, 58, a New 
Zealander based at Wey- 
bridge, and Rudolf Petschi, 42, 
pt Cullnmpton in Devon. The 
fourth victim, Peter Kennedy, 
46, of Hereford, was a consul- 
tant working for BT. 

Yesterday Granger said it 
had been talking to the kid- 
nappers. “We had opened dia- 
logue with the kidnappers 
and received confirmation 



that the hostages were alive 
as recently as last week." 

A firelight between the kid- 
nappers and another force, 
possibly a Chechen rescue 
team, preceded yesterday's 
discovery of four heads lined 
up beside a sack, in plain 
view of passers by, on a de- 
serted highway 15 miles west 
of the capital Grozny. 


Chechen militiamen pre- 
vented journalists from film- 
ing the scene amid barren 
wintry fields and took the 
heads to the Central Republi- 
can Hospital in Grozny. They 
were identified by Umar Mak- 
hauri, a bodyguard for the 
four before their capture. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, called the murders 


“We were especially 
shocked as we were 
making every effort to 
secure their release. 
We had opened a 
dialogue with the 
kidnappers and 
received confirmation 
the hostages were 
alive as recently as 
last week* 

— Granger Telecom 
yesterday 

repugnant and pledged to do 
everything possible to bring 
the perpetrators to justice. 
The Foreign Office admitted 
however its influence in the 
lawless republic was zero. 

Mr Cook wID meet Granger 
representatives today. 

Aslan Maskhadov, Chechen 
president, said one of the kid- 
nappers was caught on Mon- 


day and told police where the 
hostages were being held. But 
that information reached the 
other captors, who decided to 
kill their captives, the ITAR- 
Tass news agency quoted Mr 
Maskhadov as saying. 

Chechenia’s national secu- 
rity chief said his forces had 
detained a man suspected of 
taking part in the killings, 
which have drawn condemna- 
tion from Russian President 
Boris Y e l tsin and Tbny Blair. 

Mr Maskhadov blamed 
"foreign special forces” for 
the murders, which he said 
were committed to destabilise . 
his country. When atrocities , 
have been committed inside 
Chechenia Mr Maskhadov 
has consistently pointed the 
finger at Russia, which with- 
drew its troops after failing to 
suppress Chechen forces in 
the 1994-96 war. 

Following the murder in 
1996 of six Red Cross workers 
while they slept, he Mamed 
the former KGB, which be 
said was running a dirty 
tricks campaign to discredit 


Chechenia’s bid for indepen- 
dence. After the war ended 
and unity among the war- 
lords he commanded evapo- 
rated, Mr Maskhadov added 
international Muslim groups 
to his list of interfering for- 
eigners. He accused Saudi- 
based Sunni Muslim groups 
of destabilising Chechenia as 
a precursor to the formation 
of an Islamic confederation In 
southern Russia. 

Formally Chechenia 
remains a part of the Russian 
Federation, but in reality It is 
beyond Kremlin control. The 
former head of Mr Yeltsin’s 
security Council, Boris Bere- 
zovsky, admitted this yester- 
day and called for interna- 
tional help. An emergency 
meeting of Chechen security 
chiefs drew up urgent plans 
to track down the killers. 

The victims' relatives were 
devastated. Hopes of their 
release had been raised last 
turn to page 5, column 7 


Hostage murders, 
P«9e4 



Pinochet lawyers consider challenge to law lords ruling 


McfcHopktn* 
and Alan Travis 


L awyers acting for 

General Augusto Pino- 
chet are considering 
whether they can 
mount an unprecedented 
challenge to the law lords rul- 
ing that the former dictator 
should face trial for alleged 
human rights atrocities. 

Kingsley Napley, the firm 
representing the general, be- 
lieves there may be grounds 
to refer the decision back to 


the lords following revela- 
tions that Lord Hoffmann, 
one of the five adjudicators, is 
a director of a charily linked 
to toe. human rights group. 
Amnesty International. 

The organisation fras been 
at the forefront of the cam- 
paign to extradite Gen Pino- 
chet to Spain. 

Legal sources confirmed 
that Kingsley Napley was 
thinking of returning to toe 
House of Lords to complain 
about Lord HoStaann but ad- 
mitted the route "had its com- 
plications”. Nobody has ever 



Challenged a law lords ruling 
on these grounds, and daks 
at the Lords, the highest court 
in Britain, were trying to 
work out if it was possible. 


One former law lord, who 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity. thought toe lawyers 
would have to show some- 
thing extraordinary had 
undermined the ruling. “But 
what the process would be, 1 
Just don’t know. I have never 
known this happen." 

Professor Mike McConvDle, 
of Warwick university’s law 
department, suggested it 
might be possible for a new 
board of judges to rule 
whether Lord Hoffmann’s 
links with Amnesty made it 
Inappropriate for him to be 
involved in the Pinochet case. 

Kingsley Napley is also 
working against the clock. 
The Home Secretary. Jack 
Straw, must decide by Friday 


whether to allow the extradi- 
tion hearings to start or send 
Gen Pinochet home to Chile. 

The general’s lawyers may 
also send a written represen- 
tation to Mr Straw outlining 
concerns. 

Amnesty said it was “very 
surprised" that Kingsley Na- 
pley was trying to make an 
issue of Lord Hoffinann’s 
links with its charity, reiter- 
ating that his work had noth- 
ing to do with its campaigns 
against Gen Pinochet 

Mr Straw’s decision will 
not be made easier by the 
results of the December 
Guardian/1 CM opinion poll 
published today, which shows 
Britain is completely divided 
over whether or not Gen Pi- 


nochet should be extradited. 
One third say be should be 
sent to Spain to stand trial for 
murder and torture, one third 
say he should be allowed to 
return home, while the final 
third are undecided. 

The poll shows a clear party 
political breakdown within 
the electorate. Mr Straw will 
offend more Labour and Lib- 
eral Democrat voters if be re- 
fuses to allow the extradition 
request to go ahead. Conser- 
vative voters, on the whole, 
want to see Gen Pinochet 
allowed to return to Chile. 

The strong support for ex- 
tradition among Labour MPs 
Is backed to a limited extent 
by their supporters. Labour 
voters by a margin of 41 per 


cent to 33 per cent say, on bal- 
ance, they want to see the 
general sent to Spain for trial. 
Liberal Democrat voters sup- 
port that option by a margin 
of 44 per cent to 32 per cent. 
Conservative voters want 
him returned to Chile by a 
margin of 47 per cent to 23 per 
cent. 

□ ICM interviewed a random 
sample of 1,123 adults by tele- 
phone between December 4 
and". 

Interviews have been con- 
ducted across the country and 
the results weighted to the 
profile of all adults. 
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Poll shows Britain divided oyer 
general’s extradition to Spain 
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On-message with 
Barney and Jack 
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Simon Hoggart 

V XESTERDAY morning I 
Y ran into a Labour MP. He 

I was just back from New 
York, where he had done a 
little Christmas shopping. 

“1 bought a New Labour doll 
for my granddaughter.” he 
said. I expressed surprise that 
such a niche product should 
be on sale there. 

“Oh, It’s not labelled ’New 
Labour',” he said. "But when 
you pull the string, it goes: 

‘I love you. 

You love me. 

We Ye a happy family r " 

After 18 months we’re be- 
ginning to get the hang of New 
Labour. Yesterday I popped 
along to the committee on pub- 
lic a dminis tration, to hear 


ter for the Cabinet Office, 
otherwise Lord High Every- 
thing Else. 

Dr Cunningham, as he’s at 
pains to remind us, works 
closely with the Prime Minis- 
ter, very near to 10 Downing 
Street 

Maybe he puts a saucer up 
against the wall to eavesdrop 
every night He has certainly 
caught Mr Blair’s style, which 
1 would describe as a blend of 
baffling management jargon 
and folksy matiness. 

He told us about the “sub- 
stantial refocusing” of his 
work and described “giving 
strategic direction to the 
Prime Minister’s 
programme”. 

He and his chums are “over- 
coming institutional bound- 
aries”, “ensuring effective de- 
livery of the Government’s 
central message” and “under- 
pinning collectively-agreed 
priorities". 

At the same time they are 
going round calling everyone 
by their Christian names, 
chuckling cheerfully at noth- 
ing in particular, and talking, 
like Dr C unningham, about Qy 
fishing, as if we cared. 

Blair people never discuss a 
problem but "target an Issue”. 
They don’t change things, but 
“bring direction and impetus 


Rival Labour camps clash over decision as Cunningham says ‘malice and gossip’ cannot be stopped 

PO row spins out of control 


Michael White 
Political Exfitor 


to modernising the Govern- 
ment's agenda", as he said 
yesterday. 

The trouble is that they get a 
little wobbly when the jargon 
runs out (The jargon does 
matter. It's the Intellectual 
equivalent of Lego; it fits 
together very well, but you 
wouldn't want to live in it) 

And railing your interlocu- 
tor David instead ofMrRuf- 
Hey, or “you miserable Tory 
bastard” does not necessarily 
get you out of trouble when 
David Is asking you about the 
astounding bill for refurbish- 
ing your workspace. 

Dr Cunningham said that 
the new Cabinet Office accom- 
modation would cost over 
four years, some £80 milli on. 
You or I might think this was 
a lot of money, but not so. 

The minister read into the 
record all the other astonish- 
ing sums spent by other de- 
partments on refurbishing 
their new offices. The Foreign 
Office: £40 million over five 
years. The Northern Ireland 
Office, now installed in a mag- 
nificent palazzo at a cost of £65 
million (quick mental arith- 
metic told me that the 600,000 
households in Northern Ire- 
land had thus paid more than 
£100 each to accommodate 
their masters in London alone 
— or rather we in Great Brit- 
ain paid this amount on their 
behalf. I hope they’re grate- 
ful). £104 million for the DSS, 
and a majestic £105 million for 
the Home Office. 

Hr C unningham read out 
these sums with lip-smacking 
satisfaction, as if they proved 
that he, by comparison, was a 
miser. 

Only a politician, I 
reflected, would seek to excuse 
such grotesque overspending 
of public money by pointing 
out that other politicians 
spend even more. 

Various Tories wondered 
why, given that Dr Cunning- 
ham's job specification in- 
cluded stopping ministers 
leaking maliciously against 
each other, there were so 
many malicious leaks against 
ministers. 

He expressed himself aston- 1 
ished. "1 can see nothing to be 
gained by a press secretary 
denigrating ministers.” 

Oh, dear. It's like a pirate 
saying: "I can see nothing to 
be gained by Blind Pugh tip- 
ping the Black Spot to fellow 
workers in the buccaneering 
business.” It maybe true, but 
it rather misses the point 


A fresh Whitehall 
turf war erupted 
yesterday as Jack 
Cunningham, the 
Cabinet Office “en- 
forcer,” admitted the near- im- 
possibility of stamping out 
“spinning, malice, gossip and 
rumour” between rival gov- 
ernment departments. 

Mr Cunningham, who has a 
brief to eliminate d amag in g 
battles between rival spin- 
ners obscuring the Govern- 
ment’s message, claimed he 
was making some headway in 
stamping out the problem. 

But his comments came 
against the background of 


comments from Treasury 
sources denouncing Peter 
Mandelson, the Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary, for flunking 
his first tough decision, over 
the future of the Post Office. 

In the wake of Mr Mandel- 
son’s decision not to part-prl- 
vatise the Post Office, Trea- 
sury sources — who were 
disappointed at losing a poss- 
ible £2 billion to £3 billion 
from the proceeds of a sale — 
were quoted as saying that 
the decision was “rubbish" 
and “garbage”. 

It came after weekend 
reports that the Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, had “lost” the 
Whitehall policy battle over 
privatisation last week. Mr 
Blair, sided with Mr Mandel- 
son and other Labour MFs 


‘Spinning, gossip, 
malice and 
rumour are 
inevitable. 
Spinning is never 
going to be 
eliminated totally, 
it’s part of the 
stuff of politics 1 


and ministers arguing the 
case for an independent, but 
publicly owned corporation 
on both economic and politi- 
calgrounds. 

Although there is lingering 


Review 


Erratic but gutsy, 
it’s girl power 
35 years on 


Adam Sweeting 

Ronnie Spector 

Dingwalls, London 

■T™HANKS to Creation, the 
I world's most post -mod- 
I em record label and the 
home of such stellar British 
talents as Oasis and Primal 
Scream, the world is about to 
hear once again from Ronnie 
Spector. 

It’s 35 years since her first 
global smash with the all-girl 
phenomenon The Ronettes. 
Feisty, provocatively multi- 
racial. and exuding sluttish 
Spanish Harlem cool. The 
Ronettes made the Spice Girts 
look like Charlotte Church, 
the latest baby soprano to 
mount a charm offensive on 
the Christmas charts. 

When the Beatles went to 
New York, Ronnie was invited 
to their hotel, was drooled 
over by John Lennon, then in- 
vited the Moptops out for 
chicken and ribs. 

Later, after marry ing Wall 
Of Sound guru Phil Spector. 
she found herself padding 
around bis California man- 
sion, a raucous songbird 

trapped in Phil’s epic 
paranoia. 

She eventually prised her- 
self free and has been pursu- 
ing a stop-start solo career 
ever since. Her lawsuit 
against him — probably the 
most colourful in pop history 
— has been running for don- 
key's years, although a resolu- 
tion may finally be in sight 
Now, at 55, she has been 
recording again with Joey Ra- 
mone and former Ramones 
producer Daniel Rey, and Cre- 
ation will release her. 

This one-off show was just 
to remind everybody that riot 


gnrls. All Saints, Alanis Mor- 
issette et al, were not where 
girl power began. 

Ronnie's new recordings 
display some punch and pa- 
nache and find her in remark- 
ably good voice. Onstage her 
performance is by no means 
so certain, although it has its 
moments. She rasped out 
Don’t Worry Baby like the “be- 
fore” part of a throat-lozenge 
commercial. A guest appear- 
ance from the hirsute Joey Ra- 
mone found our heroine sing- 
ing at least a tone flat 

It wasn’t clear whether the 
crowd had come to pay hom- 
age to a teen-pop Icon or 
merely to escape the freezing 
cold outside, but they warmed 
steadily to Ronnie's buxom, 
ebullient stage persona. Once 
i petite, Ronnie has blossomed 
into a fulsome tecs imile of a 
full-scale operatic d iva, her 
vast cleavage barely con- 
tained in her dress. 

“Being here brings back 
great memories!'' she rasped, 
in fluent Noo Yawk-ese. “I 
really had a ball in the 
Sixties.” 

Highlights of her set 
cropped up at erratic inter- 
vals. Her version of You Can't 
Put Your Arms Round A Mem- 
ory struck an authentically 
sombre note, while Be My 
Baby ignited an exuberant 
crowd reaction and Billy 
Joel's Say Goodbye To Holly- 
wood seemed all too appropri- 
ate given her past. 

After several stirring en- 
cores, Ronnie re-emerged in a 
red fur-trimmed Santa Claus 
cape with matching headgear, 
and delivered a version of 
Frosty The Snowman that 
worked Its seasonal magic 
just as well as a whole bottle of 
brandy swallowed straight. 
That gal's got guts. 


Ron Mueck's Big Baby 2, which was sold for £41,100 
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BritArt gets a boost as 
Saatchi sale raises £1 .6m 


Dan Glalstor 
Arts Correspondent 

R umours of the death 
of BritArt were 
proved to be prema- 
ture yesterday, as the 
much-awaited sale of parts 
of Charles Saatchl’s private 
collection realised £1.6 mil- 
lion. Three recent Turner 
Prize winners — Damien 
Hirst, Rachel Whiteread, 
and Chris Ofili — all per- 
formed strongly in the sale, 
although one of the top 
prices was paid for a work 
by the comparatively ob- 
scure German artist 
Thomas Schfitte. 

The sale of over 100 
works by more than 100 
artists by the most influen- 
tial art collector in Britain 
had been taken as an Indi- 
cation that the recent boom 
in contemporary British 
art, largely fuelled by Saat- 
chi’s acquisitiveness, was 
coming to an end. 

Bat a combination of low 
prices for some of the 
lesser-known artists, con- 
vincing hype, and an enthu- 
siasm for the work among 
collectors and City-based 
buyers meant that rather 
than undermining confi- 
dence in contemporary 
British art, the sale has 
probably served to 
Strengthen the sector. 

This, of course, will be a 
boon to Mr Saatchi, whose 
collection remains the larg- 
est and most important. Al- 
though the big names were 
all represented in the sale. 


Best sellers . 

1. Grasse G sister — Thomas 
SchOtte: £139,000 (estimate: 
£80-120,000) 

2. The Lovers (Spontaneous, 
Committed, Detached, Compro- 
mising) — Damien Hirst: 
£139.000 (est. £ 80 - 100 , 000 ) 

3. Untitled (Square Sink) — 
Rachel Whiteread: £133,500 
(est £40-50,000) 

4. Acetic Anhydride — Damien 
Hirst: £122,500 (est. £20- 
25.00Q) 

5. Untitled No 122 — Cindy 
Sherman: £87,300 (est £50- 

70.000) 

6. Prop — Jenny Saville: 
£51,000 (est £10-15,000) 

7. Stop Gary Hume: £48,800 
(est £18-22X100) 

8 . Uck & Lather — Janlne An- 
toni: £46,600 (est. £8-10,000) 

9. Two Three Leaf Clovers — 
Gary Hume: E42£00 (est. £10- 

12 . 000 ) 

10. Big Baby 2 — Ron Mueck: 
£41,100 (est £6-10,000) 


it was also an opportunity 
for Mr Saatchi to dispose of 
many of the smaller and 
less important works in his 
collection. JQOs enthusiasm 
for the movement he 
largely helped to create ap- 
pears nndixninished: in the 
rnn-up to the sale, he 
bought works by the better 
known members of the so- 
called YBAs — Young Brit- 
ish Artists. 

The tone for the sale, held 
In a disused warehouse in 
east London, was set with 
the third lot, Seven Up, a 


collage by Sarah Lucas. 
That piece of work by a 
fully paid-up member of the 
YBAs sold for £14,500 
against an estimate of 
£5,000 to £7,000. There was 
a palpable frisson around 
the crowded room when the 
next star attraction, a self- 
portrait by the painter 
Jenny Saville, fetched 
£46,000 against an estimate 
of £10.000 to £15.000. 

A spot painting by 
Damien Hirst sold for 
£122,500 against an esti- 
mate of £20,000 to £25.000. 
And even a live installation 
by the artist Mona Hatonm 
sold for £8,200 against an 
estimate of £3, 000 to £4,000. 

There had been fears that 
Saatchi’s custom of buying 

the entire contents of an 
artist’s studio could 
rebound. But only seven per 
cent foiled to find a buyer. 

The buyers for the sale 
were not the usual art mar- 
ket habftnees. The Ameri- 
cans, with a few exceptions, 
have not shown great en- 
thusiasm fbr the output of 
the YBAs. That left the field 
open to a dutch of private 
European collectors, sev- 
eral from Germany, where 
the BritArt phenomenon 
gained some notoriety 
when the Sensation show 
travelled there. Otherwise, 
the sale seemed to he a 
playground fbr bine chip 
buyers. ' 

The proceeds will go 
towards establishing bursa- 
ries for young artists. Mr 
Saatchi professed himself 
delighted -with the results. 


ill-wffl between the two min- 
isters, enhanced by policy 
rivalries. Mandelson aides 
deny fuelling the controversy 
at Mr Brown's expense. 

What Mr Cunningham dis- 
missed as “quotes cloaked in 
anonymity” surfaced In yes- 
terday's papers as rival 
camps appeared to apportion 
credit and blame for the PO 
decision. Some reports sug- 
gested that John Prescott and 
Derek Hodgson, communica- 
tions union chief, had 
scotched part-privatisation 
against Mr Mandelson's Ini- 
tial instinct. 

That version was disputed. 
It 'was. even claimed that, for 
from wanting a sell-off; Mr 
Brown had told Mr Mandel- 
son that option was politi- 


cally impossible when .they 
first discussed their shared 

agenda In July . 

■ Mr Cunningham was yes- 
terday quizzed by MPs about 
the £60 mill, inn cost of his 
office reorganisation and 
about “denigration of col- 
leagues” by ministers and 
their aides. . 

He told the public adminis- 
tration committee: “We are 
making progress. r think the 
situation is much improved, 
the Governments message Is 
getting across dearly and ef- 
fectively." 

But he admitted that “spin- 
ning, gossip, malice and 
r amour” were inevitable. 
“It’s never going to be elimi- . 
nated totally, it’s part of the 
stuff of politics.” 


After Tory MPs, led by 
Andrew Tyrie, had asked five 
times if Mr Blair’s spokes- 
man. Alastalr Campbell, had 
briefed against ministers, Mr 
Cunningham replied: “1 think 
it is inconceivable." 

Mr Tyrie later said the 
reluctant answer made the 
truth “blatantly obvious". 

• Fbr their part the Conser- 
vatives accused British minis- 
ters of “spinning" their Ger- 
man colleagues into deceiving 
the - electors about tax har- 
monisation plans. They did so 
by quoting Oskar Lafontalne. 
file German ffnanna minister, 
who said at an SPD rally in 
Bonn yesterday that “our Brit- 
ish colleagues have asked us 
not to use the word harmoni- 
sation, bat co-ordination”. 



ID cards for young 
to be launched 


Davtd Hencfca 

W teWw tw Comeepo n da n t 

EARLY seven mil- 
lion youngsters aged 
from 12 to 21 are to 
be targeted next year 
by a Government-backed pri- 
vate company to buy a new £S 
national identity card if they 
want to drink, smoke, gamble, 
or enter nightclubs. 

Tessa Jewell, the health 
minister, and George 
Howarth, the Home Office, 
minister, have agreed to the 
launch of the cards next Feb- 
ruary. They could bring in ; 
£35 million for the five organi- ; 
sations behind the firm if i 
every adolescent buys one. 

The scheme aims to replace 
the “Prove It” cards issued 
free by the privately owned 
Portman Group, allowing 
young-looking 18-year-olds to 
.show they are old enough to 
drink in bars. 

The new plastic cards, 
which are claimed to be 
“forge-proof”, wiU contain the 
person’s name, a photograph, 
and prominent figures show- 
ing their age and the phone 
number of a privately run 
national register, allowing 
retailers to check the person's 
identity. 

The scheme wUl he volun- 
tary but organisations partic- 
ipating will be able to refuse 
to serve young people not car- 
rying an ID card. The card 
wfll need to be renewed every 
two years, at a cost of a fur- 
ther £3, to be kept up to date. 



Tessa Jowell, who agreed to 
the new ID card scheme 

Five organisations — led by 
the supermarket chain So- 
me rfield, which sponsored 
delegates’ ID cards at this 
year’s Labour conference — 
are understood to have put up 
over £500,000 to start the 
scheme. The other four are 
the Tobacco Manufacturers' 
Association, the National 
Federation of Retail News- 
agents, the Association of 
Convenience Stores, and Lad- 
broke, the bookmakers. 

They are to set up a non- 
profit tnalring compan y and 

intend to recover their Initial 
money from sales ofthe. cards. 
The cards will cost £3 each tp 
produce, with the other £2 go- 1 
tng nn adminis tr ati on. 

Andrew Chavis, who de- 
vised the scheme and will be 


its administrator, said yester- 
day that no profits would be 
made and there would be no 
commercial benefits Cor the 
participating companies- 
'll there is a large take-up 
we will reduce the cost of the 
card to £4 or give away the 
surpluses. The whole aim of 
the scheme is to end under- 
age smoking and drinking.’'. 

The 12 plus card would 
allow entry Into cinemas; 14 
plus the buying of airguns 
and entry into bars to con- 
sume soft drinks; 16 plus the 
purchase of cigarettes. lottery 
tickets, solvents, and knives; 
17 plus the buying of cross- 
bows. The holder of an 18 plus 
card would be allowed to 
drink alcohol in bars and 
enter betting shops and casi- 
nos. and a 21 plus card would 
be for people who wanted' to 
enter nightclubs. 

Mr Chevis said: "The card 
could also be used by people 
to prove they are young 
enough to travel half-price on 
public transport" 

He rejected suggestions 
that the card could be used by 
the police to Identify young 
people. “This is not meant to 
be a back door way of intro- 
' during identity cards.” 

But Colin Sparrow, head of 
licensing at Samerfidd, said 
last night “The aim is not to 
make showing a card when 
buying alcohol or cigarettes 
compulsory at the moment It 
would only be used when 
there was some doubt How it 
develops will depend on how 
successful the scheme is." 


M. MINOLTA 

Instead of you taking 
steps to get pin-sharp 
pictures, the Vectis 200 
takes them for you. 




200 auto focusing steps make this ultra compact Advanced Photo 
System Camera the perfect photographic companion. 

So whether you're capturing a landscape or are as dose to your subject 
as 50cm, it will rake whatever steps necessary to record the details with 
pin-sharp clarity. 

And these aren’t the only steps it takes on your behalf. It has. a 
powerful 2 x zoom lens, so you don’t even have to move closer to your 
subject to get the perfect picture. ^ — 

. . TbeVecris 2(H): . |^|7yr 

Pin-sharp pictures every 'time. r k'** 


Onlv iVom the mind of Mi mm.:. 


The Veo» 200, available in an outfit lor 21129.99 
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FBI files 
shed new 
light on 
Sinatra’s 
mob links 


Marlin Kettle in* Washington 
on the release of secret papers 


T HE FBI yesterday 
dished the dirt — 
some of it true, but a 
lot of it not — on one 
of the greatest enter- 
tainment icons of 20th-cen- 
tury America, publishing 
nearly 1,300 pages of previ- 
ously secret files on the late 
Frank Sinatra. 

The documents, dating 
from the 1930s to the 1970s, 
were released under United 
States freedom of information 
law following 30 separate 
requests from news organisa- 
tions and individuals after 
the death of the legendary 
singer and so-called Chair- 
man of the Board on May 14. 
at the age of 82. 

The documents cover 
everything from Sinatra's po- 
litical views, including con- 
flicting allegations rdf c omm u- 
nist Units to riaims that he 
evaded the military draft dur- 
ing the second world war, and 
kidnap threats against his 
•children- 

But die primary interest to 
researchers, who began 
pltmghing through the mass 
of unsorted documents yester- 
day, centred on whether they 
could shed light on Sinatra’s 
links with mafia bosses. 

Throughout the singer's life 
he was dogged by specific and 
detailed allegations of 'under- 
world connections. They be- 
came firmly- entrenched in 
•• the pnhHr mind by tbe timi- 
larxty between Sinatra and 
the fictional motesupported 
crooner Johnny Fontane in 
the blockbuster Godfather 
movies of the 1970s.- 
But although Sinatra occa- 
sionally allowed himself to be 
photographed with mob lead- 
ers, such as Sam Giancana, 
and was known in his youth 
as a nightclub crony of the 
legendary “Lucky" Luciano, 
he angrily denied any links 
with the mafia. The new docu- 
ments will be assiduously 
combed for proof one way or 
the other. 

‘'We aren’t talking about 
that,” an FBI spokeswoman, 
Linda Kloss, said yesterday in 
response to questions about 
Sinatra’s possible criminal 
connections. “We’re just go- 

The Godfathers 


ing to let the records speak 
for themselves.'' 

However, one newly 
released FBI file from 1971 
linked Sinatra with a verita- 
ble rogues’ gallery of orga- 
nised crime bosses — among 
them the New York mafia 
capo Carlo Gambino — in an 
alleged plot to extort $100,000 
from a former stockbroker 
named Ronald Alpert after a 
failed investment deal 

Sinatra also lost bis Nevada 
gambling licence in 1983 after 
Giancana was seen in the Cal- 
Neva Lodge gambling casino 
in which Sinatra held a major 
interest. The gambling 
licence was restored in 1981. 

There was no immediate 
sign of any documents which 
might help to establish one of 
the oldest allegations about 
Sinatra’s mob links, that he 
acted as a go-between for 
Giancana in dealings with 
Ambassador Joseph Kennedy 
which helped finance the i960 
presidential election victory 
of the ambassador’s son Jack. 

The files did, however, con- 
tain many threatening letters 
received by Sinatra over the 
years. Copies of FBI tele- 
grams noting the threats In 
dry official language, and 
reproductions of at least one 
handwritten note from a self- 
styled “psychic’'' who be- 
lieved Sinatra was bent an 
dividing the. US — “West , 
against Bast, East against 
West” — : were included 
among the documents. 

Some of the most remark- 
able documents , showed that 
the FBI was tipped off against 
Sinatra more than once by 
the notoriously rightwing col- 
umnist and broadcaster Wal- 
ter WmchelL. 

A 1944 WincheQ item about 
alleged threats to kidnap Sin- 
atra's baby was simply noted 
by the FBL Much more seri- 
ously. Wlnchell claimed to 
the FBI that year that Sinatra 
had paid a doctor $40,000 to be 
given a “physically ineligi- 
ble” draft exemption during 
the second world war. An in- 
vestigation found that Win- 
ch ell's charge was baseless. 

Another section of the 
papers Included a March 1955 



2000 bug 
threat to 
defence 
systems 


Rtehartf Norton-Taytor 



OF Blue Byes is back. . . Frank Sinatra's death in May unleashed requests to open up the FBI files photograph: pwlsisin 


letter — written at the height 
of the cold war era of 
McCarthyite red-baiting — 
from special agents in the FBI 
nfflw> in Philadelphia to the 
bureau’s director. J. Edgar 
Hoover. The letter said a con- 
fidential informant had “ad- 
vised that Frank Sinatra, 
well-known radio and movie 
star, is a member of the Com- 
munist Party.-" 

A separate memo from an 
agent in Detroit said sources 
had reported that Sinatra 
“was never active in the CP 
or related .front group activi- 
ties in file state of Michigan.” 

The papers include a mug- 


shot of the young singer, 
taken by a sheriffs office in 
Sinatra's home state of New 
Jersey in 1988 following his 
arrest there on seduction 
charges. 

Other documents included 
a federal government report 
on the plane crash that killed 
Sinatra’s mother, Dolly; a 
report of a 1966 bomb threat 
against Sinatra in Miami 
Beach; and a 1989 death threat 
in which Sinatra was given 
the option of a $2 million do- 
nation to the Vatican in 
return for his life. 

When he was forced to tes- 
tify about his mafia 1 1nina in 


an appearance before the 
House of Representatives* 
select committee on crime in 
the late 1960s, Sinatra accused 
the committee members of 
“indecent and Irresponsible" 
action, in allowing under- 
world informers to deliver 
hearsay evidence. 

Yet he personally approved 
the script for a 1992 CBS tele- 
vision mini-series, produced 
by his daughter Tina, which 
documented his role in mak- 
ing links between Giancana, 
the Kenned ys and the mob- 
run teamsters union. 

In a 1997 interview about 
the mafia, Tina Sinatra said: 


“By the '30s and '40s, when 
Dad was in the [entertain- 
ment] business, they were 
controlling the nightclubs . . . 
My Dad grew up with gang- 
sters next door . . . The great 
vein through Frank Sinatra is 
loyalty. There is an absolute 
commitment to friends and 
family, it's very Italian . . 

Accor di ng to the FBI, Sina- 
tra had already seen the docu- 
ments after filing his own 
freedom of information 
requests In 1979 and 1980. 

The release yesterday in- 
cluded all but 25 of the docu- 
ments on Sinatra in the FBI’s 
possession. 


SAM GIANCANA. Began 
his criminal career as a hit- 
man for A1 Capone In Chi- 
cago’s little Italy district. 
By the 1980s he had repor- 
tedly murdered dozens of 
men in his rise to control . 
the Chicago mob. Arrested 
60 times, by the late J9S0s 
G iancana dominated the 
gambling industry in Las 
Vegas and Havana, as well 
as Jimmy HofFa’s teamsters 
union. Giancana’s Holly- 
wood connections were leg- 
endary. Involved in a CIA- 
sponsored plot to ldH Fidel 
Castro during the Kennedy 
administration. Died peace- 
fully in Chicago In 1976. 



CHARLES “LUCKY” 
LUCIANO.. Sicilian god- 
father of the modern Amer- 
ican mafia. A Prohibition 
era bootlegger, he rose to 
the top of the New York 
mob, taking over the domi- 
nant Genovese “family” in 
1931. Luciano’s gambling, 
narcotics and protection 
rackets made him the top 
target of anti-mafia law en- 
forcement squads, and he 
was convicted for running a 
p r ost i t u t i on ring in 1936. 
Ten years later he was de- 
ported to Italy in re turn for 
easing the American con- 
quest of Sidly in 1943-44. 
Died in 1962. 



CARLO GAMBINO. The Pa- 
lermo bora boss of the most 
powerful Mafia family in 
postwar New York rose to 
power by murdering the 
leaders of Ms gang. 

Gambino dominated or- 
ganised crime in Manhat- 
tan for two decades, amass- 
ing millions from bis 
protection, gambling, pros- 
titution and drugs empires. 
The “courtly capo” was one 
of the wiliest of all mafia 
leaders. 

After he died of a heart 
attack in 1976, the Gambino 
empire fell under the con- 
trol of John Gotti, the “dap- 
per Don”. 



ORE than half the 
Ministry of De- 
fence computer 
systems remain 
unprotected from the millen- 
nium bug. official figures 
showed yesterday, forcing the 
Government to acknowledge 
a real threat to Britain’s 
armed forces and weapons 
systems. 

George Robertson, the De- 
fence Secretary, said the Gov- 
ernment recognised that the 
bug problem “potentially 
poses a real threat to Brit- 
ain’s capability;. But he in- 
sisted that “no computer fail- 
ure . . . could result in a 
nuclear accident or the acci- 
dental use of nuclear 
weapons”. 

Ministry of Defence offi- 
cials predicted that all RAF 
aircraft would be “mission 
capable” by May 31 next year 
and all Army weapons sys- 
tems would be ready by 
September 1999. They were 
less certain about the Navy, 
saying only that all its ships 
were “planned to be Year 2000 
compliant” by next August. 

However, such confidence 
is not shared by all computer 
experts, including some in 
Government, who say the risk 
is of complex computer sys- 
tems crashing, rather than of 
accidental firing of missiles 
or other weapons. Some 
Whitehall experts say pri- 
vately that computer systems 
could default in the run-up to 
the first day of 2000. 

Only 11 percent of the 
Navy’s critical computer sys- 
tems which need to be 
changed to allow them to cope 
with the year 2000 date- 
change were fixed, according 
to the latest quarterly report 
provided by the MoD to the 
Cabinet Office. Although the 
figures are dated September, 
this still gives less than a year 
for the Navy to meet the offi- 
cial target of full 2000 compli- 
ance announced yesterday. 

The report — which is on 
the MOD’S internet site — says 


only 18 per cent of the critical 
computer systems at MaD 
headquarters which needed to 
be made compliant are so far 
safe than the bug. and only 37 
percent of the KAFs critical 
systems. The terra "critical" is 
applied by the MoD to systems 
which make a “direct find evi- 
dent contribution to the main- 
tenance of the UK’s defunct 1 ca- 
pability or where its failure 
has a clear safety implication”. 

The MoD is spending £200 
million and employing TOO 
computer experts — some 
recruited from outside — to 
help Its computers recognise 
the change to a new century. 

Air Marshall John Day. 
deputy chief of defence staff, 
said yesterday he was "abso- 
lutely confident that we will 
be able to fulfil all our key 
commitments”. 

Asked about reports that 
civil airlines were advising 
people not to travel on Janu- 
ary 1, 2000. he said: "in the 
very first minutes of the 
millennium we will be check- 
ing out systems.” That in- 
cluded. he added, air traffic 
control. 

Mr Robertson said the MoD 
did not anticipate any serious 
problems with MoD systems 
delivering services to the pub- 
lic, including weather fore- 
casts, and that the ministry 
was drawing up contingency 
plans in the event of problems 
with outside services, includ- 
ing telephones. 

However. William Peden, of 
the Campaign for Nulcear 
Disarmament, said he was 
not reassured by what he 
called “the bland words of the 
MoD". A spokesman for 
Greenpeace claimed the Gov- 
ernment was still not doing 
enough to tackle the millen- 
nium bug and said some form 
of nuclear accident was still a 
possibility. 

Britain, meanwhile, is urg- 
ing other Nato countries to 
give priority to the millenium 
bug problem. Asked yester- 
day what the worst case sce- 
nario abroad could be, Mr 
Robertson said: “Quite a lot of 
things could go wrong.” 


Chattering pupil 
‘humiliated’ 


John Carvel 
Education Ecfitor 


G overnors at an oid- 

bam secondary school 
are investigating a 
complaint that one of their 
most experienced teachers 
punished a 12*year-old for 
chattering in class by writing 
the word "prat’’ on his 
forehead. 

The alleged incident hap- 
pened earlier this term when 
the pupil was making a nui- 
sance of himself in a history 
lesson at Failsworth, Greater 
Manchester, a mixed compre- 
hensive with 1.450 pupils. 

According to his mother, 
the boy was humiliated when 
he was publicly branded a 
fool by David Warburion, 
who has taught at the school 
for 22 years. 

She made a formal com- 
plaint. The governing body 
and the local education au- 
thority are working out how 
best to respond. 

David Johnson, the head 
teacher, said yesterday that 
Mr ‘Warburion had taken vol- 


untary leave of absence on 
frill pay and would not return 
to work until the matter was 
resolved. "His absence was 
agreed by all parties and is a 
neutral act. It does not as- 
sume guilt. I can’t comment 
on anything about an individ- 
ual member of staff or say 
anything about the incident” 

It was not clear last night 
whether the 12-year-old 
thought he was damaged by 
the alleged punishment or 
found the experience hugely 
funny. His mother said: “At 
first, my son came home as if 
it was some kind of joke, but I 
think he was quite upset 1 
think he felt humiliated." 

John Johnson, chairman of 
governors and deputy leader 
of Oldham council, said the 
school and local education au- 
thority agreed that Mr War- 
burton should go on leave. 
“This is not a suspension." 

No date had been set for Mr 
Warburion' s return to school 
or time scale agreed for dis- 
cussions on his future. "The 
current situation is one that 
everyone is comfortable with 
at present" 


For some the war in the Far East was over in August 1945. 

For others the battle still goes on. 


This week marks the 57th anniversary of Pearl 
Harbour. The Japanese authorities have yet to 
make any meaningful restitution or apology for 
the terrible suffering endured by thousands of 
Allied servicemen and womens and civilians 
of all ages, who were- imprisoned and interned 
between the attack on Pearl Harbour and the 
surrender in Tokyo Bay in August 1945. 


With each day that passes the number of survivors 
becomes fewer. Before their lives fade into lonely and 
bitter memoiy, this is an appeal for people in Britain 
to show th.eir deep feelings of dissatisfaction with the 
. stance of the Japanese authorities and deliver a clear 
message. Send a Christmas card to the Japanese 
Ambassador, 101 Piccadilly, London W1V 9FN, as 
a peaceful signal of solidarity with this just cause. 


This is ‘people POWer’ 
- make it work! 


If you fed as we do that this is a matter that must reach a 
fair and just conclusion, and very soon, please also write to 
Robin Cook, The Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 

King Charles Street. London SW1A 2 AH. 



This advertisement has been paid for by anonymous supporters of the Japanese Labour Camp Survivors 'Association. Oriel House, Church Green. Witm. r. Oxon. 
and the Association of British Civilian Internees, Far East Region, Northington Lodge, Northington. Hampshire. 
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Armed and- 
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Europeans are 
the most prized 
assets ... a 
convenient way 
for warlords to 
buy weapons 
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Reports Tom Whttehouse in Moscow 


How the hostages ran out of time 


U NTIL the discov- 
ery of their sev- 
ered heads on a 
village roadside in 
Chechenia, south- 
ern Russia, yesterday, the 
best hope for the three cap- 
tive British telecommunica- 
tions workers and their New 
Zealand colleague lay in the 
greed and patience of their 
kidnappers. 

In the war-devastated 
region, which has become the 
world’s kidnap capital, Euro- 
peans are the most prized as- 
sets because they can fetch 
million dollar ransoms. Hos- 
tage-takers have cynically 
drawn out negotiations to 
maximise desperation among 
the captives' famili es and em- 
ployers, thereby hoping to in- 
crease the ransom. While 
scores of Russian captives 
had been killed, until yester- 
day foreigners were pre- 
served because of their value. 


But in the latest case, the 
kidnappers’ patience snapped 
after barely two months. It 
may have been as a result of a 
botched rescue attempt — but 
it is also possible that the cap- 
tors had grown doubtful that 
a big enough ransom would 
be paid. 

Two British aid workers, 
finmfiia Carr and Jon James, 
were only freed from 15 
months captivity last summer 
after the Russian business 
tycoon. Boris Berezovsky, 
gave computers and “humani- 
tarian assistance” to Che- 
chens. Mr Berezovsky has 
substantial business interests 
in Chechenia because a cru- 
cial ofl. pipeline runs across 
its territory. Acting as go-be- 
tween would have enhanced 
his reputation. His claim to 
have paid no ransom was 
widely ridiculed. 

But given his substantial 
losses since the rouble’s 




August crash, Mr Bere- 
zovsky’s philanthropy may 
have been curtailed. Instead 
of a high profile go-between, 
the men’s employers. Granger 
Telecom, from Weybridge In 
, Surrey, reportedly works! for 
their release through the Che- 
chen company Chechentele- 
com, which commissioned 
them to Install a mobile 
ph one system in the cap ital, 
Grozny. It was while living in 
Grozny during the installa- 
tion work that the men were 
kidnapped on October 3. 

A fruitful relationship be- 
tween Granger and the For- 
eign Office was always un- 
likely as the company ignored 
its strict advice to keep away 
from Ch echenia. 

But relying on a Chechen 
organisation to present its 
case would have cheapened 
Granger in the eyes of the 
captors and raised doubts 
about its ability to raise a 


substantial ransom. Though 
the Foreign Office refuses to 
pay ransoms, having it in- 
volved in negotiations would 
have reassured the captors 
they were being taken 
seriously. 

Kidnapping became Che- 
chenia’s most profitable busi- 
ness after the mainly M uslim 
region descended into anar- 
chy following its 21-month 
war of independence with 
Russia, which ended in 
August 1996. But abduction is 
a centuries-old tradition 
which, as a result of over- 
whelming' poverty and devas- 
tation, has revived in the 
war’s aftermath. 

For foreigners, fTharfipnia 
is now a far more dangerous 
place than It was during the 
war. Despite the Chechen vic- 
tory. Russia has still to accept 
its formal independence, 
blocking international recog- 
nition and economic recon- 


struction. Though kidnapping 
Is a source of ready cash for 
the lew, it condemns Che- 
chenia to Isolation. 

Chechen officials last week, 
said 111 people were being 
held for ransom in the break- 
away republic. Among them 
is an American charity 
worker. Herbert Gregg, who 
was kidnapped on November 
12 , and Vincent Cochetel, a 
French employee of the 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, who was 
taken in January from Vladi- 
kavkaz, a city 30 miles from 
the Chechen capital, repor- 
tedly by a gang operating 
from Chechenia. 

No longer can the fiwnntaR 
of kidnap vic tims ding to the 
thin consolation that no for- 
eign captive has been killed. 
Instead they must renew 
efforts to raise ransoms 
which, on past experience, 
can-reach a million dollars. 


Last June a Swiss engineer, 
Peter Zollinger, who was 
helping to build an airport in 
Nazran, a town just outside 
Chechenia, was released after 
nine months captivity 
following the payment of 
$500,000. 

Five Palish aid workers 
were given a $3 million price 
tag by their captors before 
being freed in February by 
Chechen special services. 

Four Russian Journalists 
were freed after their em- 
ployer, the NTV television 
network, paid at least $1 mil- 
lion. NTV’s chief executive. 
Igor Malashenko, said the 
Chechen authorities them- 
selves were behind the kid- 
napping racket 

The kidnappers’ uncanny 
ability to stay one step ahead 
of the police does suggest they 
have a close a relationship 
with the authorities. The Che- 
chen president Aslan Mask- 


hadov, purged his govern- 
ment earlier this year of his 
fiercest critics and perhaps 
removed the kidnappers’ offi- 
cial sponsors. 

But outside the govern- 
ment, his rivals are arguably 
even more destructive of Che- 
chenia's prospects. But that 
may be their goal. 

Some of the fighters whom 
president Maskhadov com- 
manded during the war with 
Russia want to establish a 
wider Muslim federation In 
the southern Russian region, 
linking Chech enia with its 
neighbours, Ingushetia and 
Dagestan. 

Promoting Chechenia’s 
c ontinu ed isolation . through 
kidnapping is one tactic in a 
wider strategy to -prise the 
Russia's Muslim republics 
away from Moscow. 

“If by killing these four 
men, their captors wanted to 
damage President Maskhadov 





Yellow ribbons 
and carnations 
in a village 
where hope has 
given way to 
stunned grief 

Report: Helen Carter and Amelia Gentleman 
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and blacken Chechenia’s 
future prospects, they have 
certainly succeeded,” said 
Chris Hunter, director of die 
Quaker-backed Centre for 
Peacemaking and Commu- 
nity Development the charity 
which employed Mr James 
and .Ms .Carr in Chechenia. 

President Maskhadov yes- 
terday blamed Russia’s secret 
services for the murders and 
kidnapping. 

Rather than unite. hi vic- 
tory after giving the Red 
army its bloodiest nose since 
Afghanistan, Chechenia’s 
warlords are now split and 
foreigners are not the only 
victims. In October, the head 
of the anti-kidnapping squad. 
Shadid Bargishev, was killed 
outside his office. 

Like the heroin business in 

Af ghanistan , kidnap pin g In 

Chechenia is a convenient 
way for rivals to buy weapons 
and pursue political goals. 


The father and 
stater of 


Hickey. 


Mckey asked: 
‘Whywotdd 


wftti nothfcig 
to gain?* 

Left, the . 
co nya ny’ a l la g 
at half mast 

MAM 

PHOTOQRAPK 
Q60FF CADOtCK 


Horrified families mourn victims 


T hames Ditton, 

Surrey, was in 
mourning yesterday , 
at the news of the 
brutal execution of I 
Darren Hickey, the much- 
loved son of the village 
publican. 

Yellow ribbons had been tied , 
to lamp posts and shop win - 1 
daws along the main street A , 
bunch of carnations laid by the 
village war memorial summed 
up the reelings of devastation, i 
"Sorry," the message on the . 
flowers said. “What can we say , 
— we think of you.” 

For the past two months ; 
since his kidnap, Darren's J 
parents, Eamonn and Maura, : 
and his grandmother. Marie- 1 
Anne, had struggled to carry j 
on as normal. The Crown Inn i 
remained open and became a j 
focal point for friends and 
family. 

Every day regulars, bar staff 
and the Hickey family listened 
to news bulletins. Friends said 
Mr and Mrs Hickey had never 
given up hope that their 27- 


y ear-old son — described as "a 
real softid, a lovely man” — 
was alive. But by yesterday, 
when news iff Darren’s murder 
was confirmed, the pub televi- 
sion was switched off and the 
doors of the Crown were closed 
to everyone but dose friends 
and fomlly. 

Just days earlier the Hick- 1 
eys were given cause for hope 
when they learned that Dairen 
had been able to telephone col- 
leagues at Granger Telecom in ; 
Weybridge. reassuring them 
that he was well but hungry. 

Visibly distressed. Mr i 
Hickey said last night: “Only 
last week we heard from Dar- j 
ren and knew that he was alive : 
and welL He said the condi- 
tions they were being kept in 
were not too bad. It was a call 
full of hope. Now this . . . it's all 
too much to take in. The whole 
thing doesn't make sense. Why 
would they kill them when 
they had nothing to gain?” 

The family had hardly ap- 
preciated the seriousness of 
the situation in Chechenia 


when Darroi was sent there, 
and they knew nothing of the 
Foreign Office’s warning not to 
travel there. Any anxieties 
they felt were quelled by the 
company’s assurances that the 
men would be accompanied at 
all times by bodyguards. 

Relatives said Darren had 
viewed the trip as an exciting 
challenge and a chance to fur- 
ther his career. 

His sister, Deborah, 21, and 
brother. Kieran. 24, were strug- 
gling to take In the news. Debo- 
rah said: “He was my big 
brother. He went out to travel 
and see the world. The only 
thing I know now is that he's 
not coming hone. 

“God knows what we are go- 
ing to do now. We never 
thought for a minute that he 
would be killed. We are all 
devastated.” 

Seven miles away, at 
Granger Telecom's headquar- 
ters. Hags were lowered to half 
mast as a mark of respect for 
the four employees. 

The company's chief execu- 


tive, Ray Verth, looked 
shocked as be read a statement 
expressing devastation at the 
murders. “Their murder Is an 
appalling and barbaric act and 
our thoughts go out to the fam- 
ilies ... We are a small, tightly 
knit company and everyone 
hoe Is in a state of shock.” 

Stanley Shaw’s wife, L0y, 
left their home in Surrey wife 
their four-year-old daughter, 

Priscilla, to spend Christmas 
with her family in New Zea- 
land three days ago. Outside 
her bungalow there were more 
yellow ribbons tied to trees. 

Before she left she bad told 
friends: "Priscilla has been 
crying for her daddy every 
night Tve tried to carry on as 
normal, but it has been very 
hard." 

The wife and father of the 
language specialist Rudi Pets- 
chi, were away from their 
homes in Cullomptou, Devon, 
yesterday. The former soldier, 
who was fluent in Russian, 
had been recruited to help the 
British workers liaise. 



“They should never have been 
sent. Guarantees were worthless’ 


Ray Verth, chief executive of the firm employing the 
murdered men: ‘Everyone is in shock* FtwiwxwrttTMocKENDoi 


continued from page I - 

week after the kidnappers 
allowed them phone Granger. 

Speaking outside her &m- 
ily’s pub in Thames Ditton, 
Surrey, Deborah Hickey, 2 i, 

was unable to understand 

haw anyone could kill her 
“lovely” brother, Darren, 26. 

“God knows what we are 
going to do now. We never 
thought for a minute that he 
would be killed. We were told 
that It would be okay but after 
today I won't believe any- 
thing anymore." 

Company flags at Granger's 
Weybridge headquarters 
were flown at half-mast Car- 
nations and yellow ribbons 
were left outside the houses of 
the victims. 

At an emot ion al press con- 
ference Ray Verth, chief. exec- 
utive of Granger, said the 
murders were an ■ appalling 


and barbaric act. “Our 
thoughts go out to the fam- 
ilies to whom we offer our 
deepest condolences. We are a 
small tightly-knit company 
and everyone here is in a 

state of shock. 

“We were especially 
shocked by this horrific news 
as we were making every 
effort to secure the safe 
release of fee hostages: 

"Our only concern now is 
for fee families to whom -we 
offer our deepest condolences 
We have been providing them 
with every support and will of 
course continue to do so.” 

The company said negotia- 
tions had become “very 
active” but refused to say 
-whether a ransom demand 
had bees made or any money 
paid. 

■the Foreign Office opposes 
payments. 
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Overhaul of care in the community 


Civil liberty row on 
mental health law 


David Brirtdle, Sodal 
Senricas Correspondent 



I INISTERS were 
last night squar- 
ing up for a 
clash over civil 
— — — I liberties after It 
was confirmed that a £700 
million overhaul of care in 
the community would be bol- 
stered by sweeping legal 
changes to enforce treatment 
of mental disorders. 

Frank Dobson, the Health 
Secretary, promised that the 
overhaul would mean more 
secure beds for mentally ill 
people and the creation of "as- 
sertive outreach’' teamc to 
keep tabs on patients living 
outside hospital. These moves 
were broadly welcomed by 
menial health groups. 

However, he made o lear 
that the Government antici- 
pated legal changes to "en- 
sure compliance with appro- 
priate treatment” and was 
also discussing with Jack 
Straw, Home Secretary, plans 
for “a new form of renewable 
detention” for people with 
personality disorders consid- 
ered un treatable. 

This follows the ra se of 
Michael Stone, convicted of 
the killings of Lin and Megan 
RusselL Stone had previously 
been deemed un treatable. The 
proposed orders would apply 
to those thought to “pose a 
grave risk to the public”, 
regardless of whether any of- 
fence had been committed. 


Main points 


O £700 million extra 
funding for mental health 
over three years 

□ Legislation to ensure 
compliance with treatment 

□ Extra secure beds 

□ Assertive outreach 


teams to work with mentally 
ffl 

O New form of renewable 
detention for severe 
personality disorder 
□ Special hospitals are to 
stay 


The Government insists 
that its measures win be ac- 
ceptable to the European 

Court Of H uman Rights, but 

anxieties are already being 
expressed. 

Julia Neuberger, chief exec- 
utive of the King ’s Fund 
health policy institute, said: 
“We are extremely concerned 
about the human rights impli- 
cations of some of the Govern- 
ment's suggestions. 

“We must have a balance 
between securing public 
safety and honouring the 
rights of individuals.'* 

Simon Hughes, Liberal 
Democrat health spokesman, 
said: “By forcing patients to 
take their medication ag&inst 
their win, some win be kept 
drugged up to stop them caus- 
ing trouble. 

“This is not treatment, but 
incarceration.” 

The planned legal rtmnggg 


were outlined in a document 
setting out a strategy on men- 
tal health, after what Mr Dob- 
son called the “failure'’ of 
care In the community. 

Although the strategy had 


been billed as the scrapping 
of care In the community, it 
will in reality shore it up. A 
cumulative £700 million extra 
will be spent over the next 
three years by the NHS and 
social services, at least £S00 
million of which will be ear- 
marked for specific, White- 
hall approved schemes. 

Mr Dobson gave little far- 
ther detail Decisions on legal 
changes and expansion of se- 
cure bed provision remain de- 
pendent on reviews still in 
progress. 

He stressed, ho wev e r , that 
“the safety of the public must 
be the prime concern". 

The strategy was welcomed 
by Jayne Zita, who founded 
the Z it o Trust to campaign on 
the failings of care in the com- 
munity after foe killing by 
Christopher Clunis of her 

hnc h anH, .T nnaftan 

“The combination of new 
money, new resources and 
new powers win go a long 
way to repairing the terrible 
damage inflicted by a policy 
which was so fll conceived 
and SO badly itnplpme n ted 


that it quickly became disrep- 
utable and dangerous.” 

The schizophrenia charity, 
Sane, also applauded the 
strategy as “better than' ex- 
pected”. Marjorie Wallace, 
the chief executive, said: “We 
must prevent foe 
cases by int erven ing earlier 
to protect the liberty of pa- 
tients themselves, the fam- 
ilies, the victims fli Ki foe 
public. 

“We therefore accept the 
need that doctors should have 
earlier powers to recall for 
treatment people who are not 
talcing their medication and 
deteriorating in the 
community.” 

The National Schizophre- 
nia Fellowship, however, ex- 
pressed “deep disappoint- 
ment” at the funding 
commitment, pointing out 
that only £150 milli on extra 
would be available next year. 

Cliff Prior, the chief execu- 
tive, said: “This is a package 
with glossy wrapping, but 
when you look inside it’s half , 
empty.” The charity had 
called for an extra £L5 billion 
over three years. 

Ethna Kflduff, co-chair of 
United Kingdom Advocacy, 
representing users of mental 
health services, accused foe 
Government of double stan- 
dards in condemning the 
stigma of mental illness and 
encouraging users to help 
plan services, but then 
launching a policy that "pan- 
ders tO damag in g pop ular 
prejudice”. 
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John Prescott in central London yesterday . . . there’s a public mood for change’ 

Congestion tolls will free 
traffic, says Prescott 


Kettti Harper 
Tra nsp ort Editor 


C ONGESTION and 
parking charges 
which could raise up 
to £1 billion for local 
transport schemes could be 
operating within 18 months 
in cities throughout Britain, 
starting with traffic-con- 
gested London, the deputy 
prime minister John Prescott 
promised yesterday. 

Pointing out that it takaa 
longer to travel across London 
today than it did by horse and 
cart 100 years ago, Mr Prescott 


said that tf the Government 
did not act now, the country 
would be facing gridlock. 
“Traffic congestion is a major 
problem requiring a radical so- 
lution, and road user and 
workplace parking charges are 
part of the answer.” 

Over foe next six months, 
the Government will ask local 
authorities whether they want 
to back the idea with schemes 
of their own. According to Mr 
Prescott about 150 towns and 
cities will take part Local au- 
thorities will be allowed to 
spend all foe money they raise 
on providing better local trans- 
port, such as park and ride 


schemes, special bus lanes and 
more train services — if their 
schemes are approved by foe 
deputy prime minister. 

Both Mr Prescott and trans- 
port minister. Dr John Reid, 
daiied that some of the money 
raised might be taken by the 
Treasury' and used for other 
purposes. However, there are 
no plans to introduce legisla- 
tion for at least 10 years, Mr 
Prescott conceded. That means 
that when a new law is intro- 
duced money raised from 
charging foe motorist could be 
diverted to other purposes- 
Once the consultation period 
is over, foe Government will 


work with authorities lu help 
them draw up charging 
schemes tailored to transport 
improvements. They will be 
put into practice once the n»*c- 
essnry legislation is passed. 

Mr Prescutt's view is that ur- 
ban road charging will take 
one or two main forms. Motor- 
ists will be charged fur keeping 
or driving a vehicle within (he 
boundary* of a designated area. 
Most schemes will bo based 
either on n requirement to dis- 
play a permit, or on electronic 
charging based on a monitor 
in a vehicle and equipment on 
the roadside. 


Nine-month suspended sentences for ‘grave robbing’ couple who stole flowers to sell in shop 

Florists convicted of cemetery theft 


Stuart MBIar 


A FLORIST collapsed 
in court yesterday as 
be and his wife were 
[bund guilty of steal- 
ing flowers from a cemetery. 
The judge likened the crime 
to “lifting the lid off a coffin”. 

David Scott, aged a, and 
bis wife Mary, 45, were con- 
victed at Durham crown 
court of four charges of tak- 
ing floral tributes from the 
garden of remembrance at 
Preston cemetery in - North 
Shields, Tyne and Wear. 

After foe court had been ad- 
journed for io minutes ' to 
allow Scott time to compose 
himself. Judge Denis Orde 
told the couple: “You are a 
couple of grave robbers who 
committed a shabby, heart- 
less piece of stealing. Nobody 
with an ounce of decency 
would do what you did.” 

The Scotia, of Gateshead, 
each received a nine-month 
prison sentence, suspended 
for two years, and were each 
ordered to pay £500 In prose- 
cution costs. A fifth charge of 
theft was dropped earlier. 

The thefts came to light in 
April when foe cemetery's 
caretaker. Miriam McCann, 
spotted a women in the gar- 
den of remembrance as it was 
getting dark. When Ms 
McCann approached, she saw 
Mrs Scott carrying floral trib- 
utes out of the garden, al- 
though she put them down be- 
fore leaving. Mr Scott was 
seen to be keeping watch. 

Police later found two me- 
morial cards stolen from flow- 
ers, one in foe couple’s car and 
foe other in their home. One 
message read: “To a precious 
man who is now in peace.” 


Brian Forster, prosecuting, 
told the Jury the flowers were 
being stolen to be sold in the 
Scoffs’ shop, and they had 
been caught red-handed. 

The couple vehemently de- 
nied the allegations. They 
were unlikely wHuiHatM to 
be involved in such a crime 
because they had been Tun- 
ning a reputable business and 
had never been in trouble 
with police before, said 
Stephen Duffield, defending. 

In mitigation, the court also 
heard that foe couple bad 
been forced to move home be- 
cause of abuse they had 
received since the allegations 
became public. They were 
subjected to threatening tele- 
phone calls, death threats and 
poison pen letters, while their 
van was petrol bombed and 
their daughter had been 
forced to change school. 

The couple had to sell then- 
business and now relied on 
invalidity benefit. “Their 
punishment has been very 
much greater than the loss of 
their good names,” Mr Dnf- 
field said. 

The judge told them they 
would have to put up with 
these difficulties. “You have 
been found guilty of raiding 
that cemetery in the boors of 
darkness when nobody would 
have been about, and doing it 
timp and time again. It was a 
crime of greed — there’s no 
other way of describing it” 

Outside the court, Emma 
Dorn, granddaughter of Ethel 
Houston, floral tributes to 
whom were stolen by foe 
Scoffs, said: “it was shocking 
when we. found out- I think 
they’re sick individuals. Our 
family will now take new 
flowers to the cemetery to 
honour my grandmother.” 



Women in 



Mary and David Scott leaving Durham crown court yesterday. David Scott collapsed in court on hearing the guilty 
verdict for a crime which the judge said was like ‘lifting the lid off a coSln’ photograph: fwxjl docon 


‘are ignored by media’ 


VhrakChaudhBsy 

Sports Correspondent 


S portswomen are 

virtually ignored by 
the media despite 
their success at 

national and international 
level, according to a three- 
month survey of foe sports 
coverage of two national 
newspapers and BBCi and In- 
dependent Television. 

it dating that foe lack of at- 
tention is hindering the pro-' 
grass of British sportswomen 

and their chances of landing 
lucrative sponsorship - 
Not only were sports played 
exclusively by women over- 
looked but women playing the 
same sports as men, such as 
tannfa, football and various 
athletics events, received 
fewer column inches and less 
air time than men. 

The survey was conducted 
by .Tamsln Mason, a sports 
science and administration 
student at Nottingham Trent 
university. She recorded all 
sports programmes on BBCI 
and rrv and analysed every 
sports article in The Tima 
and The Sun newspapers be- 
tween February and May this 
year. 

Despite 'foe past success of 
female athletes such as Den- 
ise Lewis and Fatima Whit- 



Sharron Davies: not 

newsworthy 


bread, tennis players, and 
swimmers such as Sharron 
Davies, only 05 per cent of all 
sports stories in The Sun fea- 
tured women. In The Times, 
only 105 per cent featured 
women. 

During the period of the 
survey* ITV programmes, av- 
eraging 70 minutes in length, 
ma d e no -reference to 
women’s' sport: BBCi pro- 
grammes, averaging RL min- 
utes, devoted 17 minutes per 
programme to female sports. 
42 minutes to men, and 22 
minutes to sportsmen and 
women. 

With hundreds of thou- 
sands of women playing sport 


in Bri tain, and female rugby 
and football increasing in 
popularity, Ms Mason claims 
that audiences would watch 
female sports if the media 
gave them more coverage. 

About 60,000 women are 
registered netball players in 
Britain, 45,000 are registered 
with foe Football Association, 
and 600.000 of various ages be- 
long to swimming dubs. 

“If s a vicious circle. No 
coverage means fewer 
hhaiires of sponsorship and 
that makes it difficult for the 
sport to develop- 

“I am shocked at the dis- 
crepancy.- We all know that 
sportsmen get more coverage 
than women, particularly 
with football, rugby and 
cricket, but women also play 
these sports and female sport 
is thriving. But the media are 
not giving the puhlic a chance 
to get interested in 
sportswomen.” 

. While some argued that 
sports tike netball, and female 
football would not attract au- 
diences, televising them had 
proved successful to other 
countries. Live netball 
matches . were regularly 
broadcast to Australia and 
many Europen countries 
showed women's football live. 

All foe matches at next 
year's women's football world 
cup to America .ware to be 



On the ball. . .women’s sport could attract huge audiences 


televised live and many Latin 
American countries showed 
live women’s volleyball, at- 
tracting huge audiences. 

Attila Szabo, senior lec- 
turer to sports psychology at 
Nottingham Trent university, 
who supervised Ms Mason's 
research, said: "Women’s 
sport could attract huge audi- 
ences Male sports have al- 
ways been more popular but 


this Is a historical heritage 
which must be challenged by 
the media and the 
Government” 

Jennifer O'Neill, editor of 
On The Ball, a women’s foot- 
ball magazine, said: “The lack 
of publicity has hindered the 
development of women’s 
football." 

A spokeswoman for the 
Football Association said: 


PHOTOGRAPH: TOM JENKINS 

“Women's football is not on 
the media agenda even 
though it is one of the fastest 
growing areas of the pme. 
Media coverage would help 
attract sponsors and promote 
the image of the game. There 
has been an increase in cover- 
age but a lot of it focuses not 
an the game but how the play- 
ers look, and this does not 
help.” 


Blacks stopped 
five times as 
often as whites 


Damcan Campbell 
Crimo Correspondent 


B LACK people are five 
times more likely than 
white people to be 
stopped and searched by 
police, despite police forces 
being urged to examine their 
reasons for such stops, ac- 
cording to a report published 
yesterday by the Home Office. 
They are also more likely to 
be arrested. 

There were eight racial 
murders to Britain in the last 
two years. The murderers of 
black people are less likely to 
be caught than those' of 
whites or other ethnic groups, 
says the survey. 

Home Office minister Paul 
Boateng yesterday described 
the report. Statistics on Race 
and the Criminal Justice Sys- 
tem, as a “vital tool” in deal- 
ing with injustice in the crim- 
inal justice system. Penal 
reform groups found the fig- 
ures disturbing. 

A million stop and searches 
were carried out during 
1997/8 under the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act of 
which 11 per cent were of 
black people and 5 per cent 
Asian. Two per cent of the pop- 
ulation over 10 in England and 
Wales is black and 3 per cent 
Asian. The report indicates 
the use of stop and search pow- 
ers varies greatly between 
forces. 

Of 2 million arrests during 
the period, 7 per cent were of 
black people, -t per cent 
Asians. The report also found 
that arrested black people 


were less likely to be cautioned 
and more likely to be sent to 
prison. Eighteen per cent of 
the prison population was non- 
white. Of 1.230 homicides 
recorded between 1996 and 
1998. 9 per cent were of black 
people, 6 per cent Asian and 
3 per cent of other nan-white 
ethnic origin. Eight of the ho- 
micides were recorded as 
being racially motivated. The 
number of racist incidents was 
up 6 per cent last year to a total 
of 13,880. One reason suggested 
for the increase was better 
reporting. The report also 
found that ethnic minorities 
were under-represented in the 
criminal justice agencies. 

Paul Cavadino. of the 
National Association for the 
Care and Resettlement of Of- 
fenders, said it was worrying 
12 per cent of the prison popu- 
lation was black, compared 
with 2 per cent of the general 
population. “No one can seri- 
ously argue that black people 
are six times more likely to 
commit crime than white 
people," said Mr Cavadino. 
"The evidence overwhelm- 
ingly suggests that black 
people who offend are more 
likely to end up in prison th;ui 
comparable white offenders." 

Colin Bailey, chief constable 
of Nottinghamshire and chair- 
man of the Association of 
Chief Police Officers race and 
community relations subcom- 
mittee. said: "The police ser- 
vice will challenge police pol- 
icy, practice or behaviour, 
intentional or unintentional, 
which has racist consequences 
and demonstrate fairness in 
every aspect of policy." 


Ewen MacAvUII, Chtof 

Political Correspondent 


Minister backs attack 
on rigged UK car prices 

haviour. The report concluded: 
D fleet car buyers gel the best 
deals, leaving private buyers 

to pay higher prices 

□ There was "general dissatis- 
faction” with garage servicing 
and there was no evidence font 
franchised dealers provide bet- 
ter customer service 

□ Manufacturers “squeeze” 
dealer margins and thus hove 
dominant power over prices 

□ Currency fluctuations alone 
cannot account for the price 
differences 

But the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders 
said: “The fundamental reason 
that car prices have appeared 
to be higher is the 30 per cent 
fluctuations to foe value of 
sterling. The committee 
received no real evidence to 
support any other view." 

Alan Fulham, of the Retail 
Motor Industry Federation, 
said the report endorsed the 
federation’s view that dealer 
margins had been reduced to a 
point where dealers could have 
little impact on prices. 

Sheila McKechnie, director 
of the Consumers’ Association, 
said: “The report today shows 
that we are right — car manu- 
facturers are rigging the mar- 
ket and ripping off UK con- 
sumers. The Government must 
now act immediately on the 
committee’s recommendations 
and ensure fair play for UK 
consumers.” 


VHE Government signalled 

I yesterday it will support 
an end to the UK motor indus- 
try's price rigging that sees 
British motorists pay around 
50 per cent more for new cars 
than continental buyers. 

The industry was scath- 
ingly criticised yesterday in a 
report by the Commons trade 
and industry select commit- 
tee, which called for the 
anomalies to be ironed out. 

The cost of a Ford Mondeo 
is 58.5 per cent higher in Brit- 
ain than in Spain, and a Fiat 
Bravo 49.9 per cent higher 
than in Irdland. The con- 
sumer affairs minister, Kim 
Howells, last night welcomed 
the DTI committee report: “I 
am particularly interested in 
those proposals that would 
enable UK car buyers to ac- 
cess lower prices.” 

The European Commission 
is to review in 200 2 foe so- 
called block exemption that al- 
lows manufacturers and deal- 
ers to stitch up the British 
market and the DTI is almost 
iwfeiin to recommend its de- 
mise. The select committee 
Al so urged the Office of Fair 
Tr ading to get tough With “ar- 
rogant big corporations” if 
they were found guilty of 
grossly anti-competitive be- 


n 
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Mafia link 
totiieftof 
ancient 
treasures 


The Guanflan Wednesday December 9 1998 


John Hooper in Rome 

A SELF-STYLED 
prince with his own 
castle. Tens of thou- 
sands of allegedly 
looted antiquities. An auda- 
cious escape down a hidden 
tunnel And, In the back- 
ground, the ominous shadow 
of the S icilian Mafia. 

It could be the plot for an 
Indiana Jones re-make. But 
raids in different parts of 
Italy this week have prompted 
prosecutors to Investigate 
whether there is a direct link 
between Cosa Nostra and the 
clandestine trade draining 
Sicily of its archaeological 
treasures. 

A prosecutor and a judge In 
the city of Catania were due 
to interrogate yesterday the 
last of six people arrested ear- 
lier this week and charged 
with conspiracy and handling 
or receiving stolen goods. The 
police recovered 10.000 ar- 
chaeological pieces worth 
£40 million horn the suspects’ 
homes. 

Like the others, Giacomo 
Manganaro. aged 71, was con- 
sidered a pillar or society He 
is a lecturer in ancient history 
at the University or Ca tania. 
His alleged accomplices in- 
clude a geography professor at 
the same university two busi- 
nessmen, and a coin dealer; 
Gianfranco Casolari. who was 
arrested in Rimin i on the 
Adriatic coast 
But the man identified by 
investigators as the organiser 
of the alleged ring — and the 
only one of the six also 
charged with Mafia links — is 

Vln wnm fiammar ata 

Mr Cammarata, aged 50, is 
among the island’s most high. 
]y respected connoisseurs of 
ancient art Last year he was 
asked by Catania city council 
to prepare an exhibition of 
classical jewellery at the city's 
archaeological museum. He 
did such a good job, contribut- 
ing a number of items from 
his private collection, that the 
show was taken on tour to 
other parts of Italy 
A graduate of Catania Uni- 
versity married to the gover- 
nor of the prison at Enna. Mr 
Cammarata is an influential 
figure in local society. Though 
not a “prince" or “baron", he 
is frequently referred to as 
one. And he does own a castle. 

His precise role in the antiq- 
uities business has been for 
some time a subject of interest 
to law enforcement officers. 
On hearing of his arrest. Gen- 
eral Roberto Contort! , the 
commander of the carabin- 
ieri's ' heritage protection 
squad, said: “Vincenzo Cam- 
marata is an old acquaintance 
or ours". 

However, he added, that a 


previous search of the 
“prince's" house had found 
only objects that bad been 
legally acquired. 

He had already been 
charged with receiving stolen 
goods in a case of internation- 
al significance — a wrangle 
between Italy and the United 
States over a solid gold plate 
from the Hellenic era which 
finished up in New York after 
being found in the Sicilian 
countryside. 

Even so, the investigators 
were unprepared for what 
they found when they called at 
Mr Cammarata’s house in 
Enna. There were ancient 
vases, bronze coins and lavish 
crowns displayed throughout 
the house. Police even found 
antiquities in one of the 
lavatories. 

“It’s unbelievable," said 
Marla Grazia Branciforte, a 

‘It’s quite 
unbelievable. 
There are 
probably 
more exhibits 
to be found 
in that house 
than there are 
in some 
museums’ 


government heritage official, 
after watching a video of the 
police raid. “I have seen pieces 
of incalculable value. There 
are more exhibits in that house 
than in some museums." 

The police seem to have been 
so dazzled by the treasures that 
they did not notice when 
"Prince" Vincenzo slipped into 
a secret passageway and fled 
the building. He gave himself 
up several hoars later 

Two-thirds of all art thefts 
in Italy are of archaeological 
finds, which are the property 
of the state. In 1997, 14,737 
items were reported missing. 
It is reckoned that more than 
£150 million worth of art is 
exported illegally from Italy 
each year The biggest single 
category is estimated to be 
made up of archaeological 
discoveries made in illegal 
digs. 


Protests shroud 
wider acceptance 
of Pinochet trial 


A RUMOUR doing the 
rounds in Vina del 
Mac the Chilean 
elite's favourite Pacific wa- 
tering-place, is that Jack 
Straw visited the town in 
his youth and spent his 
nights planting bombs for 
the local left. Graffiti 
around the town reads: 
“Build the fatherland — 
kill a BritonI" 

That is the measure of 
the hysteria that has 
gripped part of Chile’s 
rightwing since the “kid- 
napping" of the former dic- 
tator General Augnsto 
Pinochet two months ago. 

Television viewers will 
have seen aspects of this: 
flag-burnings outside the 
British and Spanish ambas- 
sadors’ residences, fascist 
salutes, posters extolling 
the “immortal" Pinochet. 

With such images have 
come warnings that Chile's 
fledgling democracy is on 

the edge of chaos. This im- 
pression has been cultivat- 
ed by politicans hoping to 
persuade the Home Secre- 
tary to refuse General Pino- 
chet’s extradition to Spain. 

It is not for the world to 
send such a tidal wave 
through Chile's return to 
democracy they argue. 

Yet Chile's democracy 
can look after itself. It has 
Us problems — not least 
that General Pinochet in- 
sisted on keeping a key role 
for himself as a condition 
for letting the transition go 
ahead — but it will survive. 

The Spanish community 
here has reported attacks, 
one causing broken bones. 
A few weeks ago, acid was 
poured on a car outside a 
British human rights work- 
er's house. But the inci- 
dents of protests have been 
very few and the numbers 
of those involved small. 

The true picture was 
given by a MORI poll last 
week. It showed that S3 per 
cent of Chileans believe 
General Pinochet Is guilty. 



Women in Gaza demand the release of Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails photograph; mimed jadmij 

Israel pushes Wye deal to brink 


David Sharrock 
in Jerusalem 

I SRAEL signalled yester- 
day that it would not 
hand over more land to 
the Palestinians next week, 
even though President Bill 
Clinton, who brokered the 
Wye deal that relaunched 
the peace process in Oct- 
ober; is due here at the 
weekend. 

Mr Clinton's special 


envoy Dennis Ross, was 
meeting Binyamin Netan- 
yahu last night, as political 
analysts agreed that the 
embattled Israeli prime 
minister was moving fhr- 
tber to the right In a des- 
perate attempt to hold his 
coalition government 
together. 

Mr Netanyahu has to re- 
group his forces before a no 
confidence motion in a fort- 
night’s time. 


Under the Wye agree- 
ment; Israel most hand 
over another 5 per cent of 
the occupied West Bank to 
the Palestinians on Dec- 
ember 18. although it will 
retain control of security 
ButMr Netanyahu has 
imposed a new condition, 
demanding that the 
Palestinian Authority pres- 
ident, Yasser Arafat, must 
renounce plans to declare 
statehood in May and soft- 


16 per cent think be is inno- 
cent and 57 per cent want 
him tried if he comes back. 
Five per cent said they were 
saddened by his arrest. 2 
per cent were angered and 
7 per cent were “happy". 

The army Is humiliated 
and furions, but its com- 
manders appear to be look- 
ing to the future. They 
know that any coup at- 
tempt. or serious sabre-rat- 
tling, would cause an inter- 
national outcry. 

President Eduardo Fref’s 
centre-left government, 
like the right, argues with 
some passion that the coun- 
try's sovereignty is at stake. 
But the Chilean constitu- 
tion says sovereignty is 
subordinate to human 
rights considerations. Chile 
also signed the 1984 
Torture Convention and is 
thus obliged to accept Inter- 
national jurisdiction in 
such a case. 

Politically, of course, the 
government could say little 
else. Bat some Chileans 
know that, by treaty, the in- 
ternational community has 
a prior duty in cases of 

crimes against humanity: 
to ensure, when individual 
states are incapable of it, 
that justice is done. 

It Is on this point that the 
political atmosphere here 
Is shifting. Hitherto, the 
Socialists were the only 
party in Mr Frei’s coalition 
to support General Pino- 
chet's extradition to Spain. 
Now they argue that it is up 
to Chile to remove the 
mechanisms which protect 
him and prove to the world 
that he can be tried here. 

The right, meanwhile, 
appears now to believe that 
General Pinochet should 
accept his fate, projecting 
himself as a great leader 
sacrificing himself for his 
nation. With presidential 
elections in a year's time, 
such a scenario suits his 
supporters for more than 
having him at home. 



en his stance on the release 
of Palestinian prisoners 
held in Israeli Jails. 

“At this point it doesn't 
look like the Palestinians 
are changing the direction 
of their activities to enable 
ns to withdraw next week." 
said Mr Netanyahu’s advis- 
er; David Bar-IHan. 

Fresh dashes broke out in 
the West Bank yesterday fol- 
lowing the shooting on 
Monday of a cousin of the 
Palestinian chief negotiator 
Saeb Erekat, by Israeli sol- 
diers firing baton rounds. 

Mr Erekat said 20-year- 
old Nasser Erekat. who is 
on a life-support system, 
had been declared “clinical- 
ly dead”. 



Haiti exiles 
seek trial of 
‘Baby Doc’ 


Jon Henley In Paris ’ 

H AITIAN exiles and 
French human rights 
activists have formed 
an association to de- 
mand the trial for crimes 

a gains t h umanity of Hip for- 
mer Haitian dictator Jean- 
Claude “Baby Doc" Duvalier 
who has lived In France since 
1988 but whose whereabouts 
are currently unknown. 

“It is oar duty In memory of 
the 60,000 victims of his and 
his father’s regimes, to ensure . 
that Jean-Glaude Duvalier Is 
judged.” said the Haitian-born 
poet Gerald Bloncourt, a co- 
founder of the association, 
which was formed this 
weekend. 

The French Interior min- 
istry said it had lost an track 
of Mr Duvalieq and that he 
could have left France. The 
former president’s lawyer in 
Paris, Sauveur Vaisse, said he 
believed Mr Duvalier was still 
in the country; but he had “no 
idea where he is". 

Baby - Doc. Duvalier; now 
aged 47, came to power in 
Haiti in 1971 after the death of. 
his father “Papa Doc". He fled 


the island in February 1986 
after several weeks of rioting 
by a population brutalised by 
the father-and-soo dynasty 
and its feared private militia, 
the Tontons Macerates. Tens of 
thousands of people w e r e 
massacred or tortured during 
the family’s 31-year rule. 

Mr Duvalier was allowed 
Into France but be was re- 
fused political refugee status 
and has not been issued with a 
residence permit 

A spokesman for the for- 
eign ministry - said Mr Duva-. 
tier had been granted 
“territorial asylum”, a discre- 
tionary status allowing the 
French government to "wel- 
come whoever it wants on to 
French territory”. 

Mr Duvalier settled at first 
on the Cote d'Azur moving 
house several times between 
the towns of Grasse, Vallauris 
and Mouglns, but moved to 
Paris when he ran into finan- 
cial difficulties in 1993. 

Mr Bloncourt said France 
was still protecting the former 
dictator “The authorities 
claim not to know where he Is, 
but in reality he comes and 
goes as be chooses." he said. 


The funeral of Haitians killed in anti-Duvalier rioting after Baby Doc fled the country 
in 1986. He later took refuge in France, but rights activists want to see htin tried for 
crimes against humanity PHOTOGRAmGtiesp^casMMMJu 
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eastwards towards the coast 
following the Tigers' strategic 
withdrawal from Oddusudan. 
But it is feared that the guer- 
rillas may have lured govern- 
ment forces into a false sense 
of security “If they try to box 
in the Tigers by moving east It 
would be like trying to corner 
a wildcat in a small room,” 
said Iqbal Albas. “It will 
pounce eventually and it 
could get very nasty" 

Civilian, groups in Colombo 
axe continuing initiatives to 
bring the political parties to- 
gether to agree on a common 
framework for peace. But they 
cannot have been encouraged 
by the reaction of the foreign 
minister Lakshman Kadirga- 
mat to suggestions by the 
leader of the Tamil Tigers — 
or Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam — that there should be 
an Initial dialogue. “If you ask 
me not to waste my time in 
trying to fight the LTTE as 
best I can, I refute that com- 
pletely" Mr Kadirgamar told 
parliament “I am going to 
spend time on trying my best 
to contain this group as much 
as possible before we talk." 

For now at least it seems it 
is the military rather than the 
political solution that is occu- 
pying politicians. 


News in brief 


Clashes flare 
in Angola 

ANGOLAN forces have 
clashed with the rebel group 

Tlnrta fn heav y fi ghting near 
the strategic town of Cm to, it 
was reported yesterday 

The South African Institute 
for Security Studies said the 
fighting had. forced President 
Eduardo dos Santos to with- 
draw troops from Congo, 
where they are backing Lau- 
rent Kabila’s regime in a civil 
war 

The rebels said they seized 
significant territory outside 
Cuito in central Angola after 
government war planes had 
bombed Unita strongholds at 
the weekend. — Reuters; Jo- 
hannesburg. 

35 bodies in 
orchard 

ALGERIAN authorities have 
discovered 35 bodies in an or- 
chard on the outskirts of Al- 
giers and suspect they were 
killed by febmip militants 

The El Watan newspaper 
said the bodies were found in 
a disused welL It is feared the 
number of victims could rise 
to 200. — Paris. AP 

Victory for 
Iranian press 

FAEZEH Hashemi, a leading 
moderate Iranian newspaper 
publisher and daughter of for- 
mer president Akbar Hashe- 
miRafaanjani. has been ■ 

acquitted of almost all 

charges libelling the police. 

’ Ms Hasheml’s daily one of 
those underpressure from 
hardliners opposed to the gov- - 
eminent's liberal reforms, 
had accused a top security of- 
fidal of being near by when 
two members of the cabinet 
were beaten up. — Reuters, 
Tehran. . 












Martin Kettle in Washington reports on thefirst day of testimony in the President Clinton impeachmertthearing 

White House woos key votes 

T he White House I 
yesterday adopted a 
more conciliatory 
tone than in the 
nasi though not 


T he White House 
yesterday adopted a 
more conciliatory 
tone than in the 
past, though not 
withdrawing from, any oC its 
earlier positions on the law; as 
it launched a final offensive to 
save Bill Clinton from im- 
peachment by the United 
States Congress. 

In carefully drafted re- 
marks which were clearly 

aimed at the crucial handful 
of moderate Republicans 
whose votes win determine 
Mr Clinton's fate next week, 
the White House special coun- 
sel Greg Craig told the House 
of Representatives Judiciary 
committee that the president’s 
conduct was “sinful'' but that 
It did not merit Impeachment 
“The president wants 
everyone to know the com- 

mittee, the Congress and the 
country — that he Ls genuine- 
ly sorry for the pain and the 
damage he has caused and tor 
the wrongs be has commit- 
ted,” Mr Craig said. 

Mr Craig was speaking at 
the start of two days of eager- 
ly awaited White House testi- 
mony to the Republican 
-do min ated committee, which 
is expected to approve be- 
tween one and four articles of 
impeachment against Mr 
Clinton at the end of the week. . 

The choice of the tough but 
unfailingly reasoned Mr 
Craig to present the presi- 
dent's defence — and of the 
respected White House senior 
counsel Charles Ruff to con- 1 
dude it today — was a deliber- 
ate attempt to woo voters and 
Congress with a less con- 
frontational presentation of 
Mr Clinton's case than that 
adopted by tbe president's pri- 
vate lawyer David KendalL 
The committee’s vote for 
impeachment is widely seen 
as a foregone conclusion, and 
the 37 committee members 
were not the real target audi- 
ence of Mr Craig's opening 
speech or tbe evidence of 14 
White House witnesses yester- 
day and today 

The White House case is 
aimed rather at reviving pub- 
lic hostility against impeach- 
ment, and in particular at 
winning over the approxi- 
mately 20 Republican moder- 
ates whose votes will decide 
whether Mr Clinton is im- 
peached in a vote in the full 
435-seat House, now expected 
as soon as next Tuesday 
In his speech to the commit- 
tee. Mr Craig promised- “a 
powerful case against the im- 
peachment of this president", 
and said “we will address the 
factual and evidentiary issues 
directly" — something that 
hardline Republicans have re- 
peatedly accused the White 
House of shirking. “Open 
your mind, open your heart 



White House senior counsel Charles Buff (left) and President Clinton’s personal lawyer David Kendall at the start of the impeachment hearing 
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being 
Dlighted’ 
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and focus on the record," Mr 
Craig urged the committee. 

While Mr Clinton spent yes- 
terday making a speech about 
social security reform and at- 
tending the Tennessee funeral 
of Albert Gore $ 1 ; the vice- 

‘He is genuinely 
sorry for the pain 
and damage he 
has caused’ 


president’s father, who died at 
the weekend. Mr Craig said 
that the president had “per- 
sonally instructed" him to en- 
sure that “no technicalities or 
legalities should be allowed to 


obscure the simple moral 
truth that his behaviour in 


this matter was wrong" . 

Repeatedly stressing that 
Mr Clinton's conduct in the 


Monica Lewinsky affair was 
immoral rather than illegal, 
Mr Craig said that the US con 
stitution demanded “proof of 
official misconduct and abuse 
of high public office for the j 
drastic remedy of Impeach- 
meat to be appropriate". 

Outlining the White House j 
defence against each of the ex- 
pected grounds for impeach- 1 
ment in turn, Mr Craig said 
Mr Clinton's evidence in the j 
Paula Jones sexual harass- 1 
ment civil case — which be- 
came the starting point of 
independent counsel Kenneth 
Starr’s case against him — 
was “evasive, incomplete, mis- 


leading. even maddening". | 
But, Mr Craig added, “it was 
not perjury”. 

Nor did Mr Clint on commit 
perjury in his August 17 grand 
jury testimony; Mr Craig said. 
“The president admitted to an 
improper; inappropriate and 
intimate relationship with Ms 
Lewinsky He did not deny it 
He admitted It” 

On possible obstruction of 
Justice charges concerning 
the return of presidential 
gifts to Ms Lewinsky and ef- 
forts to find her a job, the evi- 1 
denco brought by Mr Starr 
was “misleading, Incomplete 
and frequently inaccurate", 
Mr Craig said. 

Evidence from Ms Lewin- 
sky Mr Clinton’s secretary 
Betty Currie, and Ms friend 
Vernon Jordan “far from in- 


criminating the president ac- 1 
totally exonerates him". 

On Mr Starr’s claims of 


abuse of presidential power; 
Mr Craig said Mr Clinton’s as- 
sertions of legal privilege 
during the Lewinsky invest! 


Voting on the 
articles is expected 
on Friday 
or Saturday 


gallon were “perfectly prop- 
er” and “justified under the 
circumstances". 

“Please do not let the pas- 
sion of partisan politics on ei- 
ther side blind your eyes to 


the truth of the lan the evi- 1 
deuce and, above all, the na- 
tional interest," Mr Craig 
concluded. 

Mr Craig then called a se- 
ries of historians and legal 
scholars, including the doyen 
of American presidential his- 
torians, Professor fitwimi 
Been to challenge the im- 
peachment moves. 

One of the witnesses called 
by the White House, the Yale 
law professor Bruce Acker- 
man, caused a visible stir 
among Republicans with a 
confident assertion that next 
week's vote by the outgoing 
House of Representatives — 
in which the Republicans 
have- a 21-vote majority — 
could not trigger a Senate' 
trial in the new Congress, due 
to open on January 6. unless 


endorsed by the Incoming 
House — when the Republican 
majority wifi, fall to 11 votes. 

Questioning by the commit 
tee was expected to continue 
late last night, and is ached 
uled to resume at Sam today 
Democrat and Republican 
lawyers wifi, give their final 
summations tomorrow and 
Friday before the committee 
finally considers the draft im- 
peachment articles. Voting on 
tbe articles is expected on Fri- 
day or Saturday 

Mr CUntotn is not due to 
speak, but the White House is 
debating whether he should 
make a further public state- 
ment of contrition in an at- 
tempt' to sway wavering 
Republicans before he leaves 
for a three-day visit to tbe 
Middle East this weekend. 


ORE than 130 mil- 
lion children of pri- 
mary school age in 
developing countries are 
growing up without access 
to basic education, the 
United Nations organisa- 
tion for children, Unicef, 
warned yesterday. 

It said it would cost an 
extra £C2. billion a year to 
extend the benefits of ele- 
mentary schooling to all 
ririiHiwi bw than the an- 

nual spending an cosmetics 
in the United States or on 
ice cream in Europe, and 
only 10 per cent of the 
world's military budget. 

Without the investment, 
increasing numbers of peo- 
ple will be ill-equipped to 
mnafce decent lives for them- 
selves In the 2 ist century 
threatening not only their 
health, nutrition and child- 
raising abilities, but also 
damaging democracy, so- 
cial progress interna- 
tional peace. 

“Basic education has the 
power to save lives as sure- 
ly as any vaccine," Carol 
Bellamy UniceFs executive 
director; told a news confer- 
ence In London. 

“This year's report shows 
graphically that for . mil- 
lions and •wiHUme* of chil- 
dren education is literally a 
matter of life and death. 

Unicef s report — The 
State - of the World’s 
Children 1999 — says that 
nearly a billion people 
were already classed as 
functionally Illiterate. This 
means that a sixth of hu- 
manity could not read a 
book or sign their names- 

Gfris suffer disproportion- 
ately from lack of education, 
comprising about 70 per cent 
of the children denied basic 
primary schooling. 

A right to education was 
included in the Universal 
Declaration on Human 
Rights in 1948, and strength- 
ened in the Convention if 
the Rights of the Child in 
1999. But provision was a 
matter for national govern- 
ments and progress in many 
parts of the world was too 
store Snb-Saharan Attica 
and south Asia h yd the 
highest numbers of chil- 
dren out of school. 

Education was the single 
most Important factor in 
ending child Labour For 
children traumatised by 
armed conflict and vio- 
lence, education was vital 
to both healing and rehabil- 
itation. the report said. 
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enough to use comfortably, this 
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A LATE contender for 
Press Release of the 
Year comes from, of 
all people, the Bible Society. 
The document annnnnrtMl a 
novel plan to spread the 
Lord’s Word across the 
planet: the society Is to 
print 3,000 Bibles in the 
Philippines on paper recy- 
cled from pornographic 
magazines confiscated 
there. The recycling firm’s 
manager, a Mr Chua, ex- 
plains sagely that the use of 
the porn mags “is very con- 
sistent with the Lord Jesus 
Christ — We are able to 
learn a thin g or two from 
those examples'*. How very 
true. Although the society 
will be taking care to avoid 
slip-ups In the pulping pro- 
cess leading to unfortunate 
Juxtapositions (“And verily 
did Jesus say unto him, ‘Oh 
yes.blgboy.yesssss’ ” — 
that sort of thing). It is not 
known at this stage how 
closely It intends to match 
the mags to the segments of 
the New Testament they 
will become using recy- 

cled pages from Foot Fetish- 
ist Monthly, for example, 
for Christ’s washing of dis- 
cipular toes. Diary Vicar 
the Rev Steve Chalke has 
been apprised of this news, 
and will deliver his verdict 
tomorrow. 


I AM intrigued by a piece 
in the Glasgow Herald 
abont piracy in the 
South China Seas by Ian 
Bruce . . .or rather not by 
the piece, in fact, but the 
byline. Mr Brace, recently 
the defence correspondent, 
has suddenly mutated into 
the Herald’s geopolitics edi- 
tor. An exotic title isa 
splendid thing (especially in 
lieu of a decent pay rise), 
and to Mr Bruce we remove 
our geopolitical hat. 

C ONGRATULATIONS 
to Spectator editor 
Frank Johnson who 
is to wed Virginia Fraser, 
reports the Telegraph, be- 
fore Christmas. Joyous 
news marred only by 
rumours of industrial un- 
rest at the magazine. His 
brazier ordered, Paul John- 
son, it is said, is now to be 
measured for a Savile Row 
donkey jacket Meanwhile 
Taki is to organise a Dying 
picket at the church — vow- 
ing to follow the couple on 
their honeymoon unless a 
quick solution is found. 
Good luck brothers. 


A D AY after reporting 
that Mirror colum- 
nist James Whitaker, 
the man known to Princess 
Diana as “the huge, 
unctuous pomegranate’’, 
has taken to drinking his 
own urine, we are once 
again mystified by that 
newspaper — this time over 
its attack on on comedian 
Mark Thomas for intercep- 
tion last week of a train car- 
rying nuclear waste to 
Sell afield. Mark, thunders 
a leader, “has really gone 
too far this time — the 
result could have been a 
tragedy". Two days earlier, 
meanwhile, the Mirror ran 
a piece by a reporter boast- 
ing of how “1 lifted the lid on 
a security scandal on Brit- 
ain’s nuclear trains" by 
walking Into a BNFL com- 
pound and boarding such a 
train. It is true, of course, 
that yon cannot compare 
the two acts. Whereas Mark 
broke no law with his stunt, 
the Mirror committed a 
clear act of trespass. 


IQUALLY mystifying 
! is the Son's ever- 
Icbanging attitude to 
homosexuality. After a be- 
wildering sequence of U- 
turns on the issue, the paper 
appears to be reverting to 
type once again, this time in 
its football strip cartoon 
Striker. The current story- 
line concerns rumours that 
star goalscorer Phil is being 

persecuted by teammates 
for being gay. When in last 
Tburday’s strip this news- 
paper won the exclusive In- 
terview. which we splashed 
on the front page, above the 
word Guardian there ap- 
peared the strapline “News- 
paper of the Reai*". Too 
droll. “At least it’s only in 
the Guardian,” says the 
team manager, seeking the 
silver lining. '1 mean, 
who's likely to read it?" In- 
solence. StUl. it Is pointless 
getting cross with a news- 
paper suffering so griev- 
ously from the pathologi- 
cally inability to make up 
its mind. 


T HE day after he was 
committed for trial, 
the Daily Mail reports 
that Jonathan Aitken is 
working hard on his mem- 
oirs. “I suspect it’s going to 
be a book," a friend is 
quoted as saying, “in which 
he flagellates himself.” 



Hello Scotland, wherever you are. 
Welcome to the Six O’Clock News 



T HE news is making the 
news, in Scotland at 
least. Tomorrow the 
BBC Board of Governors 
meets to determine the fate of 
television’s Six O’clock News, 
deciding whether the Scots 
can have a new version all to 
themselves or whether they'll 
have to watch the same bulle- 
tin as the rest of the United 
Kingdom. It’s a big decision, 
with implications far beyond 
the media. For the governors 
will ponder not just resources 
and ratings, but a much more 
profound question: is Scot- 
land a separate nation or not? 

The governors may be car- 
rying an even heavier bur- 
den. For tomorrow they have 
a chance to show if they have 
cracked a riddle which has so 
Ear eluded the rest of us — 
including the Government: 
where is the democratic revo- 
lution currently sweeping 
Britain going to end up? 

The Scottish battle lines are 
already clear enough. Ranged 
on one side, the Scottish 
National Party, the BBC 
newsroom in Glasgow, the 
Dally Record and a clutch of 
jockerati, from Kirsty Wark 
to Sheena McDonald. On the 
other, the Labour Govern- 
ment and BBC management 
in London. 

The first group are tired of 
a BBC output which, In 
March this year, included Just 
three items on Scotland out of 
280 and. in the past four 
weeks, saw the Six O’clock 
News air only four items on 
Scottish politics — compared 
to six on Ekiglish cricket. 
They argue that if news- 
papers like the Herald and tbe 
Scotsman ran report the 
world through an Edinburgh/ 
Glasgow lens without de- 
scending Into haggis-and-tar- 
tan parochialism, then so 


could a Scottish Six. Labour 
worries that such a pro- 
gramme would become an 
automatic platform for the 
SNP. (Gossipy London Beeb 
types rubbish their Glasgow 
colleagues as a bunch of 
crypto-nationalists.) Publicly 
BBC management is “agnos- 
tic*', promising they could 
provide a news service for 
Scotland just as they do for 
the World Service or Ceefax. 

Privately, they admit 
they're against the Balkanisa- 
tion of the BBC and that a 
Scottish Six is more about 
separatism than devolution. 
Since the Soots themselves 
have not yet voted to be an 
independent nation, why 
should the BBC make the first 
move and treat them like one? 
That attitude Is likely to pre- 
vail tomorrow: the smart 
money says the governors 
will mai n tain a “UK-wide 
Six”, w hite demanding the 
programme does a better job 
of reflecting the entire 
country. 

This is deep, uncharted 
water, and the BBC is not the 
only one wading, confusedly, 
into it AH our key public 
institutions — especially 
those that aim to be genuinely 
British — are struggling to 
work out their place in the 
new, looser future now under 
construction. 

In this case, the Beeb’s 
error Is a failure to appreciate 
the current mood in Scotland 
— a place with its own bank- 
notes. newspapers, legal sys- 
tem, radio stations and (soon) 
parliament Most Scots al- 
ready regard themselves as 
having a distinct culture — 
hence their recent rejection of 
two shows from the ITV net- 
work in favour of their own 
programmes — and probably 
imag ine a nightly bulletin 


from Glasgow would simply 
complete the picture. 

But much more troubling 
than any decision by the BBC 
Is the failure of the very 
authors of the current revolu- 
tion to understand either its 
driving logic or its eventual 
destination. Tony Blair 
launches the grandest pro- 
gramme of decentralisation 
this century, devolving power 
to Edinburgh, Cardiff and 
London, but then wants to 
hand-pick the leaders of these 
new bodies himself. It’s as if 
he doesn't understand the 
very project he has birthed: 
for the entire point of devolu- 
tion is to allow these new 
centres to grow, and deter- 
mine their own futures for 
themselves. 

T WO pristine examples of 
this democratic blind- 
spot surfaced Just yester- 
day. First came tbe leaked 
word of the Government’s 
plans for reform of the House 
of Lords. No one yet knows 
what the final proposal will 
be — the chair of the royal 
commission has not even be 
chosen, though Roy Jenkins 
made a fairly undisguised bid 
for himself yesterday — but 
even the leak was revealing. 
It suggested that Labour 
wants only one in three mem- 
bers of tbe new House to be 
elected, lest foe second cham- 
ber pose a threat to foe su- 
premacy of foe Commons. 

This is a textbook case of 
the current political myopia: 
the failure to see the logic of 
one's own actions. For, once 
again, the entire point of a 
second chamber in a system 
that professes separation of 
powers is to challenge the 
executive, which happens, in : 
Britain, to be located in the 
House of Commons. That's 


not a “threat” — that's a 
second chamber* 8 raison 
d'etre. In other words. Labour 
Is reforming an institution 
without understanding foe 
purpose of either foe reform 
or foe Institution. 

Later we saw John Prescott 
unveil bi s consultation paper 
on congestion charges, 
“Breaking the logjam”. Under 
his plan, funds levied on 
motorists will go straight 
back into transport They’ll 
be earmarked — “hypothe- 
cated" in the jargon — so they 
can't be spent on anything 
else. 

Now the life-story of this 
smart little idea is revealing. 
The Treasury opposed it in- 
stinctively disliking anything 
which reduces their control 
over spending. Remember, 
foe Treasury is headed by 
Gordon Brown — foe intellec- 
tual powerhouse of this Gov- 
ernment and foe minister 
most able to make a coherent 
case for British decentralisa- 
tion. Yet even he fought to 
defend the power of the 
centre. 

John Prescott won that 
battle. But be. too. suffers 
from the democratic blind- 
spot He is Mr Regions, an 
advocate of decentralised 
power, yet yesterday he in- 
sisted that his own Whitehall 
department inspect and ap- 
prove every new transport 
scheme proposed by a local 
council, just to make sure 
they're spending their own 
money properly. 

Don't Labour get it? Don't 
they realise devolution ain’t 
devolution if London still gets 
the final say? Don’t they see 
what they have started? The 
country Is (hanging, thanks 
to them, but neither they, nor 
foe BBC, can quite believe it 
— or understand LL 


I moum the death of one of television’s original and best investigative programmes 

World Inaction 


David Leigh 


T HE insistent theme 
music of World in 
Action died away for 
the last time at 8.30 pm on 
Monday on ITV, after a typi- 
cally over-the-top assault on 
the brewers — complete 
with an alcoholic, skittishly 
weeping into her beer as she 
contemplated having to 
choose between her addic- 
tive tipple and her little 
daughter. 

Great stuff: but now it's 
time gentlemen, please, be- 
cause that’s yer ioL The 

most famous investigative 

programme on British tele- 
vision was killed off after 35 
years this week — to a fur- 
tive silence from Granada, 
the company which made It. 
The closing credits did not 
reveal there were no more 
programmes scheduled. 

I watched that last episode 
with great sadness: as an 
investigative journalist my- 
self. I'd felt proud to work 
there — treading in the foot- 
steps of men like the legend- 


ary Ray Fitzwalter, who ex- 
posed Paulson’s corruption 
of politicians in the 1960s 
(having been nnsncoessfblly 
banned by the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority for 
“bringing public institu- 
tions Into disrepute”). 

And it was George Jesse 
Tnmer, World in Action's 
famous cameraman who'd 
braved gunfire across the 
world, who went with me to 
Angola. He nearly killed 
himself again there, catch- 
ing cerebral malaria whilst 

getting harrowing footage of 
foe mutilation caused by 
civil-war landmines. 
Turner was once heard on- 
screen crossing the Jordan 
at night under fire with a 
group of Palestinian com- 
mandos. “I’ve been hit,” he 
shouted as the camera wob- 
bled: "Up the arse!” 

And It was lan McBride. 
World in Action’s justly -col- 
ebrated producer who 
helped get the Birmingham 
Six out of Jail, who was still 
there to back ns unflinch- 
ingly with Granada's time, 
support and money while 


we did our bit to put Jona- 
than Aitken in jaiL with the 
programme which forced 
the cabinet minister to 
launch his ill-fated libel 
action. 

These were inspiring 
people, who'd learned their 
moral thrust from a Man- 
chester-based programme 


ITV is rattled by 
eroding audiences, 
and want bums 
back on seats 


which launched under Gra- 
nada's visionary Sidney 
(Bernstein (described by MIS 
as a Communist) in 1963. All 
the great names of TV had 
been there at World in 
Action at some point or 
other — David Plowright, 
John Blrt, Denis Forman, 
Gns McDonald. Paul Green- 
grass was a WIA alumnus — 
he went on in the 1980s to be 
one the few people who suc- 


cessfully made a fool of Mrs 
Thatcher, by ghost-writing 
the MIS memoirs Spy- 
catcher that she tried to ban. 

Another was Laurie 
Flynn, who only this year, 
with Michael Sean GfQard, 
made the TV world totter 
with his revelations in the 
Guardian that the Carlton 
documentary The Connec- 
tion, was a fake. That was 
another thing about World 
in Action. The people who 
were there didn’t make 
fakes. It wasn’t in the 
culture. 

World in Action’s half- 
hour investigations have 
now become a victim of the 
same process which has 
ousted News at 10 from its 
slot. Bad TV Is driving out 
good, as the satellite and 
digital wastelands encroach. 
Granada has not been Bern- 
stein's company for a long 
while — it is a light enter- 
tainment to motorway food 
cong lomerate. The federal 
ITV network centre, of 
which Granada is a big part. 
Is rattled by eroding audi- 
ences, and want bums back 


on seals. So, at some point in 
tiie new year, a more glitzy 
replacement, temporarily 
titled 60 Minutes, will come 
on the air instead. It will be 
part-Granada. part-ITN — 
part news-of-the-day; part 
personality profile; part 
(perhaps) consumer investi- 
gation. It certainly won’t be 
World in Action. 

Rather than let snch a dis- 
tinguished series die in a 
corner, it would have been 
more honest to admit that it 
has been killed off, and 
throw a huge wake in me- 
mortem for a programme 
that was one of ITVs most 
remarkable contributions to 
popular culture. Granada 
co old certainly afford it 
They got around £140,000 
for each programme from 
the ITV network, but then 
made It on a relative shoe- 
string for a budget of £80- 
£90,000. Over the years, the 
company made millions out 
of this show they now don’t 
wish to talk about . 


David Leigh was aWlA producer 
1993-1995 


The Government has suffered a 
humiliation over the Lords 



Mr Hague 



T RY. if you can, to 
imagine a political 
landscape which is ISO 
degrees different from foe one 
that is currently convulsing 
the Conservative Party. 
Picture a scenario in which 
Tony Blair is informed 
minutes before question time 
that his leader in foe House of 
Lords, the Banmess Jay, has • 
been secretly brokering a deal 
with the Tories to buy their 
support for some government 
measure; that foe terms of 
this deal have already been 
Specifically ruled out by the 
cabinet; and that Lady Jay 
turns out to have made a 
clandestine visit to 
Conservative Central Office 
to arrange a timetable for the 
deal which will cause foe 
mavtoimw embarrassment for 
foe prime minister. 

It is not hard to Imagine 
what would have happened 
then- The baroness would not 
just have been sacked — her 
feet wouldn't have touched 
the ground. In addition, she 
would probably have been 
required to resign the Labour 
whip, and to hand in her 
party card at the same time. 
And once dismissed, it is 
hard to imagine anyone 
uttering a word in her 
defence. On the contrary, 
most people would have felt 
that she ought to have been 
boiled in oil, too. 

Yet Lord Cranbome 's 
behaviour has been exactly 
parallel to to bin imaginary 
melodrama. Even he was 
forced to admit that his secret 
dealings with the 
Government had been 
outrageous. Then he excused 
himself by saying that his 
loyalty was to the House of 
Lords rather than to the 
Conservative Party — a 
hanging offence in Itself 
Indeed, at that stage only he 
and Alastalr Campbell knew 
Just how outrageously he had 
behaved, since news of his 
cloak-and-dagger visit to 
Downing Street to see the 
Prime Minister’s press 
secretary had not yet leaked 
out (Incidentally, who did the 
leaking? Not Lord Cranbome, 
one suspects.) 

S O why has there been 
such a brouhaha about 
poor Mr Hague's 
decision to do what any party 
leader would have done? Why 
did an those pompous peers 
resign in sympathy with 
Cranbome? Why did Fleet 
Street’s finest ransack their 
copies of Roget for suitably 
apocalyptic words to describe 
Mr Hague's fhture? Can it be 
that the a ge of deference Is 
not dead after an? Is everyone 
kowtowing to Cranbome 
because he is a Cecil, and 
therefore the inheritor of 400 
years of doing more or less as 
they please? 

Softer as Fleet Street is 
concerned, I doubt if 
deference has much to do 
with it To be sure, foe bended 
knee still survives among 
journalists, but foe knees are 
bent in the direction of 
Downing Street and the 
proprietor’s office rather 
than Hatfield House or the 
House of Lords. On the whole, 
the harassment of Hague is 
taking place because the once 
loyal Tory press has chosen to 
back a political winner rather 
than a perceived loser. They 
have enjoyed the taste of 
blood. 

But what about foe Tories 
themselves? One can 


understand why so many of 
the heredltaries are ratting 
on Hague — like Cranbome, 
their loyally is to the House of 
Lords— by which they mean 
their own privileges. But 
what kind of death- wish 
dictates that some MPfc, as 
well as a clutch of visually 
challenged Tory life peers, are 


now denouncing their party 
leader as either a down or 
weakling? One could ray with 
Enoch Powell that those 
whom the gods wish to 
destroy they first make mad, 
except that in this case tt is 


self-destruction rather than 
an act of foe gods. 

As for the Government side 
of the equation, one can 
understand thter Jubilant 
self-congratulation- They 
have inflicted horrendous 
damage on the Conservatives 
simply by playing on the 
gullibility of the supposedly 
wily Lord Cranbome. Like 
Pooh and Piglet, young Cecil 
dug foe heffelomp trap with 
his own hand, and then not 
only fefi into It himself but 
also dragged Piglet (in foe 
person of Mr Hague) in with 
him. Labour needed to do 
virtually nothing. 

But foe uproar over foe 
sacking of Cranbome has 
meant that a crucial question 
about Labour’s share in this 
opdra boufie has remained 
largely unasked and certainly 
unanswered. It Is: why did 
the Government decide to go 
for the compromise deal after 
all, after promising 
unequivocal action to get rid 
of foe heredltaries here and 
now? You may say that’s easy 
— it feared the loss of large 
swathes of its legislative 
programme and this deal 
offered a means of saving it 

Well, yes. But let's face it — 
this means that , despite all 
foe huffing and puffing, foe 
Government really has 
suffered a humiliation at foe 
bands of Mr Hague. It has 
backed down on a measure 
which was hugely popular 
with its own troops, even 
though It was Still hanging 
the war drums and uttering 
blood-curdling threats right 
up until the moment when 
the whole thing blew up in its 
face. 

Ah ha, I hear you say, the 



It is quite possible 
that he will recover 
the initiative which 
was stolen from him 
by the treacherous 
Cranbome 


drum-beating was just a 
smokescreen to confuse and 
fri gh ten the enemy while the 
Cranboroe deal was being 
brokered in secret But if so. 
it involved telling a frightful 
lot of whoppers, not least to 
the press. 

It may eventually turn oat 
to have been too clever by half 
— a phrase which will be 
familiar to the Cedi family. 







Meanwhile, it is quite 
possible that Hague will 
manage to recover the 
initiative which was stolen 
from him by the treacherous 
Cranbome. He has already 
drawn Labour blood by 
announcing his intention to 
publish a workable plan for a 
partially-elected second 
chamber, thereby forcing 
Blair to speed up the 
preparation of his own 

fle b e rpe. 

That development probably 
means that the report of the 
proposed royal commission 
win also be accelerated — no 
bad thing, since thinking up a 
policy on the House of Lords 
has been in Labour's pending 
tray ever since Keir Hardie's 
day. And. last but not least, 
the whole pantomime has 

now made it rmlnmgtwaHIo 

that any new second chamber 
could ever consist wholly or 
even largely of prime, 
ministerial appointees — a 
useful achievement. 
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The whole of Latin 
America is looking to 
‘Tack Estraw” for justice’ 

Dr Deborah Shaw, Letters 


Brave new 
world 

... needs brave new ethics 

IT WAS asked to answer one of the most 
challenging questions of scientific ethics 
ever set and it has probably got it right — 
though of its nature we won’t truly know for 
many years to come. A working group of the 
Human Genetics Advisory Commission and 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Au- 
thority has recommended the Government 
to ban the cloning of humans, but to author- 
ise — for very precise purposes — new 
research using cloning techniques into 
human embryos. If endorsed by the Govern- 
ment it could lead to a revolution allowing 
replacement skin, muscle, and even nerve 
tissue to be nurtured in the laboratory. The 
greatest short-term potential is in disorders 
like Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s where brain 
cells are lost which could in future be 
treated by growing replacement nerve cells 
in culture and implanting them into a 
patient's brain. 

Faced at one end of the scale with such 
dazzling prospects — that could enrich and 
prolong the lives of minions — and at the 
other end with the macabre prospect of 
cloning an entire human being, it was 
always going to be difficult for the commitee 
to decide where to draw the line. It can’t 
play God so it has played pragmatist in- 
stead. To permit the cloning of a very young 
embryo is permissible, but more is not 
There will be those who will argue that if 14 
days is OK, then why not 20 days or more, 
just as people debate how long a pregnancy j 
can last before abortion is wrong. Develop- 

Letters to the Editor 


me rit s will have to be watched most care- 
fully. There are plenty of religious groups 
that argue it shouldn't happen at an — 
human life to them is indivisible. Sir Colin 
Campbell, chairman of the Human Genetics 
Advisory Commission (HGAQ, says that 
cloning for human spare parts, already 
illegal, is “morally repugnant" and insists 
that only research likely to bring benefits 
win be licensed. Monitoring such research 
will be difficult an d the penalties for breach- 
ing the rules if only by a tew days win be 
controversial. But it is for better that pio- 
neering research like this is governed by 
defi n i te rules than that it goes ahead — as it i 
surely will — uninhibited. The Government 
is wise to keep the ethics marching almost 
in pace with the technology. 

The trouble is that the technology won't 
stop. The speed of biological breakthroughs 
since Crick and Watson unravelled the 
secret of DNA in 1953 has been quite aston- 
ishing. We are all composed of 100 million 
million cells each of them containing the 
blueprint to malm another one of us. Tissue 
engineers have already grown football fields 
of skin — to be used to wrap around victims 
of burns. It may soon be possible to grow 
your own heart by-pass. The cure for ill- 
nesses like, manic. depression may emerge 
from genetic engineering research. At the 
moment we can dismiss hitman firming as a 
serious problem. Reproduction by sexual 
activity is more effici ent as well as more 
enjoyable. But as research progresses the 
ethical problems will be magnified. If it 
becomes possible in fixture, as well it might, 
to manufacture whole new organs or parts 
of bodies, then pressure from patients may 
farce further changes. And if it ever be- 
' comes possible to manufacture all the con- 
stituent parts of the body, then human 
cloning would have happened without being 
planned. The stopping point is stQl the brain 


— but in the end that may simply be the 
most complicated piece of the genetic Lego 
set that goes by the name of human being. It 
is difficult to make sense of a voyage of 
discovery when we don’t know what lies at 
the end If all it really takes to cure him- , 
dreds of thousands sufferers of Parkinson’s 
disease is an injection of nerve cells grown 
in a laboratory dish, then it would be a 
brave person who could honestly denounce 
that as immoral — or even unnatural. 

Against torture 

Openness is best for judges 

IT WOULD appear, from his involvement 
with a charity associated with Amnesty 
International, that Lord Hoffinann is 
broadly against torture. This is good It 
would be unfortunate if the highest court in 
the land Included judges who were in favour 
of torture. It is even possible that Lord 
Hoffmann’s prejudice against torture led 
him to take a dim view of the past activities 
of General Augusto Pinochet This, too. is 
good Even the Lords Slynn and Lloyd, who 
were in favour of the General returning to 
his native Chile, did not speak up for the 
right of heads of state to torture their 
citizens. So it is hard to see that Lord 
Hoffinann's admirable work as an unpaid 
director of Amnesty International Charity 
Ltd should have bad any bearing on his 
judgment in the recent extradition appeal 
heard by the Law Lords. It is true that 
Amnesty International made representa- 
tions to the judges hearing the case: it would 
undoubtedly have been better if Lord Hoff- 
mann had at that stage made a public 
declaration of his links with with organisa- 
tion. But it is a fairly desperate gambit far 
the supporters of Pinochet to suggest that 


the verdict at the Lords is in some sense 
unsound as a result of the non-declaration. 
As a letter elsewhere on this page makes 
plain, Lord Hoffinann's support cxf Amnesty 
International’s work did not prevent him 
from siding with the majority in a judgment 
last month which effectively sent a con- 
victed murderer to the gallows. 

But the row over Lord Hoffmann's conflict 

— or coincidence — of interests does high- 
light once again the nature of the conceit 
that our most senior judges are neutral 
agents. Of course they are not They are : 
living, sentient h uman beings with fUlly- . 
developed political, cultural and moral opin- ! 
ions of their own. With the incorporation or > 
the European Convention cm Human Rights 
senior judges will have a powerful and 
creative role in developing the law on every- 
thing from planning disputes to privacy. It is 
inevitable that the public will grow more 
curious about the political opinions and 
personal views of the men and women 
handing down these decisions. That, in turn, 
will lead to a demand for a more open 
system of scrutiny of judicial appointments 

— much in line with Labour’s preGovem- 
ment proposal of a judicial appointments 
committee. Lord Hoffinann's laudable inter- 
est in human rights was no reason for him to 
have recused himself in the Pinochet case. 
But it is better, if only to prevent mischief, 
for these things to be out in the open. 


Marriage a la mode 

Dress now, repent later 

TO the Neapolitan newly-weds Sabrina Bat- 
taglia -and AnieUo Formisano, we offer our 
best wishes and a note of caution, hi her silk 
cuffs and feather ruff Battaglia walked down i 
the aisle and into the Guinness Book of I 


Records on Monday in the most expensive 
wedding dress in history — a. El million 
outfit encrusted with 7,000 diamonds, de- 
signed by Gianni Molaro and protected by 
20 security guards. Neither selling pieces of 
the veil for charity, nor donating £30.000 
worth of diamonds to children in Naples 
with Aids could prevent the archbishop of 
Naples' spokesperson describing the event 
as a piece of undignified exhibitionism. 

But it is in the spirit of post nuptiiil 
counselling rather than class-envy that we 
ask the couple to heed the lessons of recent 
marital history. Formisano may truly be- 
lieve that "Sabrina is the most precious 
person in the world," and want "a dress 
worthy of her." But the track record for 
blushing brides in flashy frocks is not 
encouraging. In fact the price of a wedding 
dress seems to be inversely proportional to 
the success of the marriage it was bought to 
celebrate. 

Princess Diana's ivory silk gown, cmiled 
by the Emmanuels, was a relatively modest 
£1,050 in 1981. Sheryl Gascoigne's hand- 
beaded lace meringue set ht-r back a measly 
£10.000 two years ago. And Victoria Luck- 
wood's budget could stretch no further than 
£16.000 when she married Earl Spencer. 

Each one a snip compared to Battaglia’s 
sparkling performance, but each telling es- 
sentially the same story- When the wedding 
inarch is played to the excessive ringing of 
cash tills the outcome is all too often not a 
happy, life-long union but ;m unseemly 
battle for custody and alimony. 

The second most memorable aspect of 
every one of these relationships was the 
glamorous gowns that made it to the altar. 
But the thing that remains foremost in our 
minds is not so much the earnestness with 
which the couples took their marital vows 
but the messiness with which they con- 
ducted their separation. 


Polygamy and 
The Simpsons 

J ULIE Ftiut (Letters. Decem- 
ber 7) claims a "mlstruth” 
In my assertion that four-wife 
polygamy goes on in Kurdish 
districts erf Turkey. Turkey 
Unveiled by Nicole and Hugh 
Pope, journalists, respectively, 
for Le Monde and the Wall . 
Street JoumaL states; "South- 
eastern areas have by fhr the 
highest birth-rate . . . and also 
the highest incidence ofls- 
lamic polygamy. The current 
record-holding Kurd, with a 
Ml complement of four wives, 
now has more than 40 chil- 
dren". I saw this a month ago, 
when I visited the south-east 
Prof Norman Stone. 

London. 

G EORGE Son* thinks the 
world is "still in a bear 
market” (Prodigal returns. 
Decembers). Surely a market 
where one man's comments 
has the woridpaoi(>6ellfag cur- 
rencies is a sheep market? 

Nick Miners. 

London 


No amnesty for Hofiinann 


f Simpsons (December 8) you 
say there is no noticeable in- 
telligent life in Springfield. 
This is an outrageous slur. 
Apart from the multifaceted 
Lisa Simpson. Baby Maggie 
(age l) can spell out E=MC 2 
with her toy blocks. 

Paul Jeremy. 

Brighton 


XXOUR revelation ofLord 

Y Hoffinann's involve- 
I ment to promoting 
human rights conies as no sur- 
prise to the legal comnxnnity. 
Equally well known, however, 
is his judicial integrity in the ; 
sense that he does tidtaikJW — 
his personal views to intrude 

rntn hk jnd gmpnta : ' 

This is easily demonstrated, 
fa Trevor Pennerman Fisher v 
Bahamas, Hoffmann was 
recently sitting in the Prtvy 
Council when, in an important 
test case, this appeal was dis- 
missed. The case was about the 
death penalty and was decided 
by three to two. H offm an n was 
with the majority- Amnesty is 

against the death penalty in all 
circumstances and die deci- 
sion would have gonethe 
other way if Hoffltnannhad 
voted to allow the appeal 

The fact is that Hofftnann 
was on the panel cf judges for 
Pinochet by accident: origi- 
nally it was to hear a different 
appeal but Pinochet edged it 
out of the way. He gave no 
separate opinion, but agreed 
with the judgments of two 
other judges. In this light, the 
only story worth reporting is 
that Pinochet’s spin doctors 
have resorted to attacking a 
messenger rather than at- 
tempt to demonstrate any 
legal fault in the cohesive and 
comprehensive legal analysis 


| relating to his supposed 
immunity. 

It would Indeed be cause for 
criticism for a judge to allow 
his personal views to influ- 
ence his legal decisions. But it 
would also be a sad day if 
judges were prevented from - 
carrying out a role in legal 
education and the advance- 
ment afhuman rights- In case 
I am accused of partisanship, I 
was counsel for Amnesty to 
the Lords in Pinochet Iwas 
also counsel for poor Trevor 
Pennarman Fisher, who has 
since been hanged. 

Owen Davies. 

London. 

THE demands of justice and 

I the requirements of the 
niteoflaw regularly clash in 
the most fru strati n g way s. In 
any judicial system worthy of 
respect, judges must not only 
be impartial but be above sus- 
picion of partiality. Even to 
the case of notorious figures, 
it sets justice on a slippery 
slope when slapdash attitudes 
to conflict of interest by a 
judge are overlooked because 
of the unpopularity erf the per- 
son-fa the dock. 

Amnesty Interna tional shot 
itself in the foot when it in- 
sisted on joining the appeal 
against the High Court's find- 
ing in favour of Augusto Pino- 
chet while overlooking its ex- 


WMSWaL No closed list for assembly building 


try as we have for car manu- 
facturers and have Christmas 
twice a year? 

Martin EarL 
London. 

A S a Kiwi living in Europe, 
your anglicising cf "Marl- 
boro” (Comment, December 7) 
conjured up a posse of "Marl- 
borough" cowboys dressed in 
bush shirts and brandishing 
wefl-oakedCtaardonnays 
which was pure nostalgJa. 
NetiCockburn- 
Stuttgart, Germany. 


I READ Jonathan Glancey's 
I article on the search for a 
suitable home for the new 
I mayor and assembly in Lon- 
don with interest (If this is 
r^indnn , what’s that thing 
doing there? December 7). * 
However, ft is quite wrong 
to say there was no compet- 
ition. There was fierce compe- 
tition between over 50 build- 
ings and sites within our 
search area. As the list has 
become shorter — now down 
to two — the competition has 


become keener. Nor has the 
process been secretive. We 
openly asked for details of 
b uildings and sites Which 
might be suitable. We then 
published a shortlist of seven 
and put the initial designs for 
I these cn public display for two 
weeks. Over L000 people wait 
to the exhibition and the final- 
ists were, to fact, the two most 
favoured by the exhibition vis- 
itors. We have only withheld 
information when it was sup- 
plied in commercial confi- 


tensfve links with Lord Jus- 
tice Hoffinann. T.itigatinn is 
growing in Britain. With the 
de fecto introduction of a writ- 
ten constitution, the role of 
judges in determining our 
rights Instead of Parliament 
will grow ever greater. It Is 
essential that the judiciary is 
independent of all pressure 
| groups, even Amnesty. Imag- 
I me how the distinguished so- 
; lidtor, Geoffrey Bfadman, 

■who acted for Amnesty In the 
Pinochet appeal, would have 
reacted to the discovery that a 
law lord’s wife worked for the 
tobacco company partly fund- 
ing Pinoqhefs defence while 
the law lord himself was an 
unpaid director of a related 
company. 

Mark Almond. 

Oriel College, 

Oxford. 

I HAVE just returned from 
I Mexico and Costa Rica 
linage after image of Jack 
Straw accompanied me on my 
travels, in every paper, on 
every television. The whole of 
Latin America is looking to 
the previously unknown 
"Yack Estraw” for justice. 
Does he really want to be 
remembered as the man who 
let Pinochet go? 

Dr Deborah Shaw. 

Southsea, 

Hants. 


I deuce. We also sought the ad- 
vice cf experts — again quite 
openly. The whole process has 
Involved a genuine partner- 
ship between developers, ar- 
chitects and the Government 
I as a client 
, Nick Raynsford MP. 
Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State 

I for the Environment 

We do not publish letters where 
only an e-mail address Is 
supplied; please include a full 
postal address. We may edit 
letters. We regret we are unable 
to acknowledge letters 
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WASr+T THE CAY MAFIA . 


Clare Short’s poor message 
to the wretched of the Earth 
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Bad prognosis for doctors’ apology 

A S SOMEONE who had I onus on an already anxious 

apologies from the doctors person to insist on further 


/Aapologies from the doctors 
(Apologise for mistakes, docs 
tors told. December 7) who 
twice told me there was noth- 
ing in the needle biopsies of a 
breast lump while writing in 
the notes that they didn't 
know whether there was or 
not because they hadn’t taken 
enough tissue, I can say that 
an apology doesn’t actually 
make one feel better. 

In feet. It increased my un- 
ease as 1 th en thought their 
treatment of me was standard. 
I have since discovered I was 
right except now (a year after I 
told them I was suing them for 
not tolling me the truth and 
taking a risk witit my life) they 
tell patients they didn’t ex- 
tract enough tissue "but, Tm 
almost sure, there’s nothing 
there”. This then puts the 


Donor fatigue 

M R Willson’s enthusiasm 
for giving blood Is heart- 
warming (Letters. December 
7). However, the reason why 
we cannot accept his donation 
after the age of 70 is based on 
expert medical advice: giving 
blood after this age is more 
likely to have a detrimental 
effect on a demur’s health. The 
last thing we would want to do 


onus on an already anvinuR 
person to insist on further 
samples being taken. I sup- 
pose this is a step forward, if 
Td had that chance I would 
not have walked out of the hos- 
pital with a cancer that was 
then, left to spread. When the 
doctor who apologised for not 
spotting the cancer on a mam- 
mogram followed her apology 
with "trust me to make a mis- 
take with someone like you” 
(ie a vociferous and educated 
woman who thinks doctoring 
is a job and not something that 
confers divine rights) I real- 
ised that apologies were part 
of some new system for reduc- 
ing the liklihood of litigation. 
Even more than an apology . 
the knowledge that standards 
were Improved because of it 
might help. 

Name and address supplied. 


is risk the health of our gener- 
ous donors. 

We appreciate it is often dis- 
appointing for fit and healthy 
blood donors like Mr Willson 
to have to give it up. 

However. 1 do hope he, and 
other people, will understand 
that we do this to protect them 

and that it has nothing to do 
with age discrimination. 
Mike Pogden. 

Chairman, 

National Blood Authority. 


% flEWERS of Jonathan 
V Dimbleby’s interview with 
Clare Short (Volcanic short 
leaves Downing St groaning. 
December 8) on the anniver- 
sary of the Universal Declara- 
tion ofHuman Rights must he 
astonished that the Tory tab- 
loids chose to highlight virtu- 
ally her only vaguely progres- 
sive remark— whilst the rest 
of the Interview, littered with 
the most amazingly reac- 
tionary remarks, has been 
ignored. 

When challenged about the 
Government's failure to vote 
for the UN resolution con- 
demning human rights' viola- 
tions to China. Ms Short called 
such resolutions "old-fash- 
ioned” politics and economic 
action against regimes with an 
appalling rights record also 
“ofa-fashloned". Because of 
"globalisation”, trade is domi- 
nated by multinational compa- 
nies so governments have no 
power. She argued that her em- 
phasis on social and economic 
rights for poor people in China. 


highlighted an oft-neglected 
area of human rights. In fact, 
apologists for Stalinism have 
long argued that gains for the 
poor justified the loss of “bour- 
geois” political rights, believ- 
ing. falsely, that a tradeoff be- 
tween the two existed. Ms 
Short damned with faint 
praise the efforts of the Jubilee 
2000 campaign calling for debt 
relief for the poorest countries 
by arguing that debt relief was 
not sufficient to relieve pov- 
erty (who ever argued it was?). 
She repeatedly denied Dimb- 
leby’s assertion that IMF- 
/World Bank programmes in- 
volved increased health 
charges in Zimbabwe. She is 
just wrong. World Bank pro- 
grammes in Sub-Saharan Af- 
rica favour charges for health 
and education services both as 
a contribution to fiscal tight- 
ening and also to improve in- 
centives amongst recipients. 

Will someone tell me; what 
is the point of Clare Short? 

Dr John Wells. 

Cambridge. 


Hopelessly hip 



Mark 






I MAGINE being in such a 
state that people were ser- 
iously discussing whether 
the answer was Ann Wid- 
decotnbe. Simon Heffer, in the 
Daily Mail ,. rinmia she’s the 
hew darting afthe Tory party , 
the argument being that she 
frightens the Labour front 
tench. Of coarse she does. 
That's because she's bloody 
frightening. Some say it’s her 
appearance, but once you’ve 


stormed out erf the Anglican 
Church because it was too 
feminist and your claim to 
few in is insisting a pregnant 
woman be manacled through- 
out her labour, you're going 
to emnp over a tad icy even if 
you look like Liz Hurley. 

If they just want someone 
frightening, why not elect a 
wino from Kings Cross 
Station? Fill him up with Ten- 
nepts Extra before Question 
Time and he’d he highly 
e ffe ctive- ’T31 tell you about 
New Labour. Come here, come 
here. Wadayoo know bout 
educashen, John Prescott, 
you fat bastard?” 

Tories understand neither 
the scale of their problem, nor 
the reasons behind 1L For ex- 
ample Bruce Anderson of the 
Spectator wrote that Tory div- 
isions have taken place be- 
cause, in the seventies, “large 
numbers of intellectuals 
joined the Tory party and, fa 
politics, intellectuals always 
cause trouble”. That must be 
it- So the Spectator will soon 


be displaying adverts that 
read “Are you thick? Then we 

want to hear from you.” 

Take the privatisation of the 
railways. Thai would have 

been hugely popular If ofay 
the Tory arguments had been 
less intellectual, and more 
along the lines of “And we’re 
Connex South. Central/Con- 
nex South Central pLc/We*re 
by far the richest board/The 
world has ever seen” 

Hague himself has tried the 
approach of packaging the 
party as young, hip and hap- 
pening- But the ideas they 
■rtttnri for tend to make this 
tricky. You don’t hear teen- 
agers on buses saying 
"Respect them hereditary- 
peer dudes man. I'm trilin ya 
them New Labour only dis 
them out of jealousy man, 'cos 
peers go shooting grouse 
large style”. 

Desperately they call out 
random crackpot explana- 
tions for their predicament, 
to the way that someone 
who’s hopeless at mechanics 


stands in front of a smoking 
car engine, saying “Is there 
enough oil in the radiator?" 


T HE blame veers from 
policies to the l e a de r, 
and as with Major, 
Hague’s protection is 
that there’s no one to take his 
ptoc&.Wben Peter LiHey or 
Michael Howard appear on 
TV, you get the same feeling 
as when someone like Ted 
Rogers, or the bloke who 
played Mr Hunter in Cross- 
roads pop up on a cable TV 

game stow. We all think “Oh 
that's wotsisname. I didn't 
think he was still going." 

Hague’s mess over the 
Lords Is typicaL His dil emm a 
isn’t just that ha made a tacti- 
cal howler, but that oxtiy-27 
per cent of the population 
agree with Twaintaininy he- 
reditary peers. Big business is 
more, u npo p ular than at any 
time since the war. and over 
GO per cent the highest figure 
for so years, see themselves as 
working-class. Maybe Hague 


will start asking questions 
like “Does the Prime Minister 
agree that Shepherd’s Boy in 
the 3.15 at Newmarket's a steal 
at B-l?” It would make no dif- 
ference, because however they 
try to reinvent themselves, in 
most people's eyes they stand 
, for the system which baa just 
awarded executives of the top 
GO British companies an aver- 
age bonus of £1.7 m niton. 

This matters more than dtv* 

I iskms. The first Thatcher gov- ' 
: eminent was riddled with dis- 
sent Hague's Tories are not < 
unpopular because they're di- 
vided. They’re divided be- 1 
cause they're unpopular. And 
their most recognisable fig. 
ures would take toem even 
farther down the road which 
made them that way 
But here’s the danger for 
New labour. Hie Tories are 
despised for standing for priv- 
ilege, but New Labour is be- 
coming distrusted for not op- 
posing ft. Which makes the 
lament from parts of the left 
that we need an effective oppo- 


sition seem peculiar. We do 
need an effective opposition, 
but not from the Tories. The 
weaker the Tories are. the less 
excuse there is for New 
labour to follow the policies 
they were elected to oppose. 

Then, as free market ideas 
become ever mare discredited, 
the Tories can tty a different 
leader every few days, like 
kids at a fairground stall say- 
ing to each other "Go on — 
yon have a go”. 

And all the while, Michael 
Portillo wOl be watching, and 
making apologies for not lis- 
tening to the people while to 
government which sound as 
convincing as a convicted 
criminal’s plea Rar clemency 
"I never meant for no single 1 
parents to get hurt, honest 1 
never." But we all know that 
as soon as he was in his cell, 
he was saying to himself Tin 
going to be a good boy for the 
next five years. Do me time, 
with no agro. But while Tm 
here Tm gonna plan my big- 
gest job yet" 


Ac Earthwuch we bdfeve science can save die planet. 
By finding sdencific research projects around the world, we 
have bad many successes, such as helping save the bit Black 
Rhinos from exa nc rioq. 

Wty not come and help us? You tan join one of 140 
research exped it ions, helping save everything from coral 
reefs co Com Rican caarpfflan. Afl for the price of an 
average long-hart HaSday and sometims a lot less. 

fids is your chance to make a difference and actively 
help the phnec. To find out more, send £-1.50 for our 120 
colour page vohmteer catalogue, call us on 01865 31 1 600 
for a free information pack, or visfr our award-winning 
website at hnpJ/wwnKukjaafthwatdi.org 
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10 OBITUARIES 


Cesar Baldaccini 


Art of 


the scrap 


heap 


C ESAR Baldaccini. 

who has died aged 

77. was one of the 
leading artists of 
the nouueau rea- 
list e movement and one of the 
best-lmown — and best-liked 
— artists in France. Cesar — 
he was known, in that 
quaintly old-fashioned Euro- 
pean way, simply by his fore- 
name — was called by Michel 
Ragon “the Benvenuto Cellini 
of scrap-iron" and “the buf- 
foon of high society". 

He was best known for his 
Compressions, a series of 
works, begun in 1958. which 
used crashed and scrapped 
automobiles and other indus- 
trial detritus as their material, 
the huge scrapyard crushing 
press as the means of their ex- 
ecution. Cesar’s largest Com- 
pression, a 520-ton wall of 
crushed scrap, filled the 
French Pavilion at the 1995 
Venice Biennale. “Cesar," 
wrote Catherine MUlet about 
this gargantuan s t ra tum of the 
automobile age, "invites the 
spectator to contemplate the 
type of recycling that achieves 
the mythical, in which space 
and matter exchange atoms — 
verging on transubstantia- 
tion." 

Cesar was bora in Mar- 
seilles. the son of an Italian 
immigrant barrel-maker 
turned bistro owner. He took 
evening classes at Marseilles's 
EcoLes des Beaux-Arts. and 
won a scholarship to the Paris 
Ecoles des Beaux-Arts, study- 
ing there from 1943-48. His 
principal teacher in Paris. I 


Cornu, had worked as a q Har- 
rier, cutting, stone for Rodin. 

“I ended up hating the materi- 
als I had been using for years 
— stone, clay, plaster,” C6sar 
later said. "The things I was 
dreaming of could not be real- 
ised in any of these materials.’' 

Post-war Paris sculpture 
largely meant the vaguely hu- 
manist, existentialist and sur - 1 
realist-tinged figurations of 
Giacometti and Germaine Ri- 
ch! er — Cesar was often com- 
pared to the latter. The Occu- 
I pation, and the horrors or war, 
lent their works a bleakness 
which, in a somewhat 
watered-down version, became 
known as the "geometry of 
fear" in Britain. Cesar's large, 
often female, figures certainly 
came dose to Richter's in 
terms of scale and form, 
though he rejected the com- 
parison. In the mid-1950s, in 
homage to Picasso, Cesar 
began welding fragments of 
scrap-iron and machine parts 
together, into fanciful Osh, 
scuttling insects, bugs and 
scorpions. Agglomerations of 
crushed metal tubes, plaque- 
Uke heads and mosaic-like ac- 
cumulations followed, finding 
their echoes here in the ma- 
chine heads and totemic fig- 
ures of Eduardo Paolozzi, and 
in the early abstract sculp- 
tures of Anthony Caro. 

Cesar continued to make 
sculpted torsos and headless 
standing figures well into the 
1980s. famously dined with the 
Rothschilds mid gathered a 
reputation as a clowning man 
about town and bon vjveur. 



Cesar Baldaccini . . . his ‘language of matter 1 influenced legions of later artists 


But an altogether cooler and 
more distanced approach to 
art was gaining ground with 
the advent of pop art, on both 
sides of the Atlantic and, in- 
deed, of the Channel In i960 
Cesar created a succes -de-scan ■ 
dale at the Salon- de Mai with 
me of his first compressions 
of car bodies. That same year 
the Vicomtesse de NoaHe gave , 
him her Soviet Zis car, the 
only one in Paris, to be 
crushed. Later, other rich art 
lovers bought him the con- 
tents of their jewelry boxes to 
be crushed into pendants. 

Cesar's affiliation with the 
new realists, a group includ- 
ing Yves Klein (the seminal, 
leading artist of his genera- 
tion), Daniel Spoerri, A rman 
and Tinguely, secured his 
growing international reputa- 
tion and the prominence of his 
generation of French artists. 
The group was underwritten 


and promoted with great guile, 
intelligence and charm by the 
French writer, and de Gaulle’s 
one-time press secretary, 
Pierre Restany. As much as 
they were likened to American 
pop, the new realists were also 
an antidote. Instead of turning 
commercial products into 
icons, they revelled in rub- 
bish, torn posters, abandoned 
meals. Arman bad his Accu- 
mulations, C6sar his Compres- 
sions. first of cars, then of 
mayonnaise Hn.*^ burnt match- 
boxes. film canisters, 
scrunched plastic. Christo 
wrapped things, Cesar put 
them through the car crusher. 

In 1964 Cesar made his first 
.cast of his own thumb, 16 
inches hi g h, in pink plastic. 
The artist's thumb, cast in 
metal and vastly enlarged, 
made an appearance at the 
1967 Sao Paolo Biennale, as a 
permanent sculpture at La De- 


fense in Paris, and as the mod- 
el for the awards given in the 1 
French equivalent of the 
Oscars forever on known as 
fiie "Cesars”. His giant pink 
cast of a w oman' s breast, in 
polyester resin, became a 
sculpture floating in an orna- 
mental pond outside a per- 
fume factory in Foissy. 

Cesar’s experiments with 
plastic resins led to his Expan- 
sions, a series of works utilis- 
ing thA nhumi^ i expans ion of 
various plastic resins on con- 
tact with the air. In 1968 he 
poured great, giooping, colour- 
ful lakes of foaming resin 
across the floor of the Tate, in 
a famous Expansion Happen- 
ing. Be went on to use the 
resin to encase dodgem cats, 
and to use it as a formless, fro- 
zen sea in which distorted 
casts of his own head bobbed 
A multiple artwork, a can of 
liquid polyurethane. Freon gas 


Adrian Saarie 


Birthdays 


Letters 


Ian Stanton 


Beverley Anderson, educa- 
tionalist and broadcaster, 58; 
Joan Anna trading, singer, 
48; Beau Bridges, actor, 57; 
Susan Bullock, soprano, 40; 
Donald Byrd, jazz musician, 
composer, 67; Sir John 
Burgh, former president. 
Trinity College, Oxford, 73; 
Dame Judi Dench, actress. 
64; Kirk Douglas, actor, 82; 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr, ac- 
tor, 89; Dawn Freedman, cir- 
cuit judge, 56; Bob Hawke, 
former prime mlnister of Aus- 
tralia. 69; Prof Gabriel 
Horn, master, Sidney Sussex, 
College. Cambridge, 71; Allan 
Jones, cricket umpire, 51; 
Ian McIntyre, writer and 
broadcaster, 67; John Maliko- 
vich, actor, 45; Donny Os- 
mond, singer, 41; Lord Rees 
QC, former Conservative 
minister, 72; David Rider, 
disc jockey, 58; Dame Elisa- 
beth Schwarzkopf, opera 
singer, 83; Rita Stephen, for- 
mer trade union leader, 73; 
Joanna Trollope, writer, 55; 
Colin Watts, philosophy 
teacher, 52. 


Howard Leigh writes : Dorothy 
White, (i obituary December 4) 
came to the Royal Commis- 
sion on Long Term Care for 
the Elderly, of which I am 
deputy secretary, at the end of 
October to discuss long term 
care for elderly people horn a 
personal perspective. She 
spoke with a passion informed 
by personal experience of her 
own Alness and from the work 
of the Relatives' Association, 
and the cool reason of one who 
had great knowledge and in- 




views. One day in the early 
1960s, physics practicals in 
the Clarendon Laboratory 
were disrupted when Profes- 
sor Kuril's team wheeled Into 
the lab a cryogenic set-up un- 
like any we had previously 
been taught about There was 
liquid helium at -273 deg C. 
but for the first time we could 
all dearly see it through the 
multiple walled Dewar vessel 
— no slivering of the glass 
thin time. Nicholas Kurtt was 
about to demonstrate a 


Songs of humour and anger 
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I AN STANTON, who has 
died aged 48, was the Brit- 
ish disability movement’s 
best-loved activist — and pre- 
mier singer-songwriter. His 
lyrics encapsulated the hu- 
mour and anger of the civil 
rights struggle Of disabled 
people, his songs enlivened 
the Direct Action Network’s 
demonstrations nationwide. 
He was universally respected 
and admired for his integrity, 
commitment and passion. 

He was born in Oldham and 
educated at the local gram- 
mar schooL His ambition was 
to be a printer, and he was 
one until developing Berger’s 
Disease in the 1970s, which 
led to the loss of both his legs. 
Later he was to compare him- 
self humorously to a more 
famous amputee in a song 
which began, "When it seems 
lift’s getting harder I remem- 
ber Douglas Bader " and went 
on. "I am sad, yes Tm pathetic, 
rm afanof Oldham Athletic." 

Ian was never pathetic. 
Sent to the Queen Elizabeth 
Rehabilitation College, he be- 
came the first disabled person 
to be expelled, for producing a 
samizdat newsletter denounc- 
ing what he saw as bad prac- 
tices at the institution. 

His journalistic career con- 
tinued at Oldham Day Centre, 
with another users’ newsheet 


attacking paternalism. When 
Greater Manchester Coalition 
of Disabled People was formed 
in 1983. Ian was the obvious 
candidate to edit the journal. 
Coalition, which became 
| required reading for disabled 
activists across the country. 

His musical career took off 
after a course at Northern 
-College taught by Richard 
Stilgoe. He started singing at 
dubs around Oldham and 
Ashton and subsequently 
went on to perform In day 
centres, disability arts caba- 
rets, rallies and at main- 
stream events. He appeared at 
the Glastonbury Festival, at 
Belfast's Lyric Theatre, and 
performed at the 1992 Vancou- 
ver Folk Music Festival, the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, 
and the 1996 Cambridge Folk 
Festival. Ian poked fun at the 
prejudice that disabled people 
face, and songs such as Tragic 
but Brave and Chip on Your 
Shoulder have become an- 
thems for the disability 
movement 

His was a self-deprecating 
wit, winning friends wher- 
ever be travelled or per- 
formed. But his health be- 
came steadily more 
uncertain. His marriage was 
brought forward in 1993. be- 
cause doctors bad given him 
24 hours to live. He rallied, 


Tom Shakespeare 


Ian Stanton, disability activist, 
bom October 28, 1950; died No- 
vember 26, 1998 
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Stanton 
(left) at a 
Tyneside 
disability 
concert 
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WALDEMAR Januszczak, the 
art critic of the Sunday 
Times, has asked us to point 
out that contrary to the sug- 
gestion in our lead article in 
G2. Page 2, December 7, he is 
not, and never haw been, a 
"sniffer dog”, a talent scout 
for Charles Saatchi. Mr Jan- 
uszczak spent last Friday in 
the company of Mr Saatchl in 
the course of preparing an 
article for the Sunday Times 
Magazine, where it win ap- 
pear in a few weeks. It was 
the only occasion on which he 
has accompanied Mr Saatchl 
on a tour of the galleries. He 
resents any suggestion that 
he would compromise his in- 
tegrity as a critic by any ar- 
rangement with Mr Saatchl 
We are happy to make that 
clear. 


comprehensive school in 
Barnsley was at the centre of 
the piece (he Is not Tom 
McGahey). Apologies. 


WE SPELT the name of Lord 
HoStaiann wrongly in our 
front page reports, December 
7 and 8, depriving him of the 
final n. Apologies. 


IT WAS inaccurate to de- ; 
scribe The Rev David Shaw- 
cross as “Vicar” in a sub- 
heading on Page 8, G2, 
December 7. Mr Shawcross is 
a Methodist minister and not 
a member of the Church erf 
England clergy. 


CORRECTION to a correc- 
tion; In this column. Page 13, 
December 7, we missed the 
vital word not from not guilty 
In a correction to some statis- 
tics proposed by Professor 
Lee Bridges. His final sen- 
tence should have read, “But 
we do not know what propor- 
tion of those who elect crown 
court continue to contest 
their cases and are found not 
guilty, or otherwise have the 
cases against them 
discharged.” 


IN THE lead article in today's 
Society section. Pages 2 and 3 , 
we misspell throughout the 
name of Tom Megahy, whose 


PROFESSOR Tony Tanner of 
Cambridge University, Obitu- 
aries, Page 18, December 8) 
attended Raynes Park County 
Grammar School, rather than 
Grammar School. The duty 
editor of the page inserted the 
error into Sir Frank Ker- 
mode’s copy. Apologies. 


It is the policy of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 
possible. Please quote date and 
page number. Readers may 
contact the office of Out Read- 
ers’ Editor by telephoning 0171 
239 9589 between Horn and 
5pm, Monday to Friday- Sur- 
Jhce mail to Readers’ Editor. 
The Guardian, J19, Farring- 
don Road, London EClR 3ER. 
Fax: 0171 289 9897. Email: 
reader@guardiarLco.uk 
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Louis Dumont 


The discreet 
anthropologist 


L OUIS Dumont, who has 
died aged 87, was an an- 
thropologist with a 
world reputation, and 
the most discreet of men, who 
never wanted to appear In 
publications such as Ufto’s 
Wha His sense of secrecy wits 
persistent to the end — it was 
a week before news of his 
death became public. 

From 1955 Dumont was a di- 
rector of studies at Paris’s 
Scale des Hautes Etudes. He 
had been a visiting lecturer 
both In Oxford and Chicago, 
He was ft member of the Amer- 
ican Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and a corresponding 
member of the British Acad- 
emy wh ere. In i960, he gave 
the RadcUffe-Brown Lecture in 
social anthropology. Several of 
his books and many of his 
articles were translated into 
En glish. Possibly he was bet- 
ter known in English-speaking 
countries than in France. 

Born In Paris he was, as a 
young man, attracted to the 
surrealists, the communists. 
and the growing discipline of 
sociology — it was in 1932 that 
the first sociology professor 
was appointed to the Sor- 
bonne. It was when Dumont 
started to work at the Musee 
de THomme that he came 
under the Influence of anthro- 
pologists. He became one of 
the students who received in- 
struction from Marcel Mauss 
as they walked through the 
Latin Quarter, this being the 
preferred teaching method of 
that great scholar. 

Called up to the army on the 
outbreak of war. Dumont 
spent five years in a German 
prisoner-of-war camp from 
1940. He devoted himself to 
looming Sanskrit, and soon 
after the Liberation, equipped 
with knowledge of several In- 
dian languages, he began his 
researches into the caste sys- 
tem of India. 

He rejected the assumption, 
which he blamed an former 
British administrators, that 
ranks and degrees, order and 
regularity, were essential to 
the well-being of any commu- 
nity, and that the regulations 
of caste were nothing mare 
than these, carried to excess. 
Dumont studied the mentality 
of file caste system, the exis- 
tence within it of certain val- 
ues, and its permeability when 
fkced with political and eco- 
nomic innovations. But above 
all. he sought to study the Indi- 
vidual within the totality of 
the group. 

Thus it was that the author 
of Homo Hlerarchus: The Caste 


PHOTOGRAPH: PASCAL GUYOT 


and an accelerating chemical, 
appeared in 1969. Open the can 
and a rapidly wqwriHing and 
solidifying glob of resin spews 
out as if by magic. 

Cesar’s "language of mat- 
ter”, or rather his encounters 
with materials and processes, 
can be traced through the 
works of legions erf later art- 
ists, yet rarely has he been ac- 
knowledged as the influence 
be undoubtedly is. 

He married Rosine Suzanne 
Groult in 1960, with whom he 
haH a daughter nnrf lived, ac- 
cording to Restany, sur- 
rounded by tum-of-th e-cen- 
tury Art Nouveau furniture, 
the fixed point of his personal 
taste. 


C6sar (BaJdacdni). sculptor, bom 
January 1, 1921; died December 
6,1998 


with his usual stubbornness, 
and found great happiness 
with Audrey, the love of his 
life, and his stepson, Brett 

Ian’s rebellious spirit con- 
tinued until bis final stay in 
hospital Denied alcohol he 
swigged mouthwash, showing 
in his last days the determi- 
nation which had served him 
throughout his life. His last 
message to colleagues at the 
Greater Manchester Coalition 
was an apology. Their journal 
was going to be late. Resusci- 
tated after his heart had 
stopped, he survived long 
enough to watch the Man- 
chester United match and say 
a proper goodbye to Audrey 
and his friends. 

His biggest ambition was to 
act on mainstream television, 
which was recently fulfilled 
when he played the part of a 
forty-something dope-smok- 
ing disabled rebel on next 
January's BBC Casualty spin- 
off. It is a fairly accurate por- 
trait of the man, but his me- 
morial will be the major 
contribution his music made 
to the civil rights struggle of 
disabled people. 


system and Us imputations" 
(Paris 1966; Chicago lfW» be- 
came the author of Essays on 
todwiduatism (Paris 1983; Chi- 
cago 19861. For Dumont, it was 
the existence of different soci- 
eties and their study tlut 
forced anthropologists to look 
scientifically at men as social 
beings and to study both Hit mo 
Hlerarchus and Homo Aequo- 
us, the latter the title erf an- 
other work, the first part nf . 
which was published in 
France in 1976. 

Dumont was scrupulous in 
his attention to detail. His pub- 
lications were not iilwoys easy 
to read, but he was always 
open to ideas. As a long-time 
colleague of Claude Levi- 
Strauss he was one of 1 the first 
to encounter structuralism in 
the 1950s and he took, as he 
said, certain timid steps in 
that direction — for which he 
was reproved by his Oxford 
masters. He appreciated the 
Influence of Marx on anthro- 
pology, but he always warned 
against the assumption that in 
order to understand a society, 
one must be committed to its 
transformatioa 

Dumont believed in the im- 
portance of history. He pre- 
ferred to be the historian oT 
the individual in society 
rather than the prophet. 
Hence his work is filled with 
references to such authorities 
as Hobbes, Locke and TOcque- 
ville. Although he was highly 
critical of many of his French 
colleagues, he came nearer to 
a French national preoccupa- 
tion with the second part of 
Homo Aequalis (1991). He con- 
sidered individual values and 
community values as they ap- 
pear today In France and In 
Germany. A Frenchman acv. 
cepts that nature has made 
him a man, but believes It an. 
accident that he Is French. A 
German believes he is a man 
thanks to his quality of being - 
German. The German does not 
believe there is any culture 
but his own. The Frenchman 
believes that French culture is. 
universal culture. V 

Thus Louis Dumont's schidB 
arly treatment of methodology 
cal individualism and ethlcalf 
individualism is for thft-' 
specialist But he was like all 
Frenchmen when he consid- 
ered the importance of the 
French Revolution. 

His wife predeceased him. 


Dougtoft Johnson 


Louis Dumont, anthropologist, 
bom 1911; died November 19, 
1996 


A Country Diary 


WENLOCK EDGE; Last night 
was a cracker. The sky 
cleared, a huge moan swung 
out of the far woods and the 
temperature dropped to at 
least minus five. Kids in Much 
Wenlock were pouring water 
on the car park tarmac and 
skidding on their anoraks into 
the public lavatory wall — an 
anrimi custom. This morning 
the puddles are solid in a 
white-over world. The frost 
stays razor-sharp in the 
shadow cast by the wooded 
Edge down to the valley. The , 
w pr kin the di ste nt hills and 
the Shropshire Plain are vivid 
in a bright, cold, winter glow. 
But here, undo’ the hanging 
wood, it’s like looking out of a 
frozen pond. To get to the light 
means scrambling up the 
scarp to where the sun Is stuck ! 
in a hi nging rut, low in the I 
east Sun and moon are poised 
opposite each other, holding a 
precarious balance on the ice 
slide between day and night 


Birds are creaking as they 
thaw slightly. Mixed tribes of 
tits and finches go pinging 
around hedges In hungry hope. 
Deer huddle somewhere in 
tight fists or warmth, leaving 
their slots fossilised in frozen 
mud. Clouds of steam struggle 
out of the power station cod- 
ing towers and hang in lumps. 
The morning moon is thin, of 
the same wispy consistency as 
the cirrus clouds. Dark immu- 
table branches of an oak reach 
moon wards. Across the land a 
glacial shadow, cleansing and 
gleefully cruel, digs its knuck- 
les into roots and mulch, 
grinding at every surviving 
speck of life. It’s as if the 
moon's rolling wane has 
scuffed off a freezing powder, 
dusting the landscape. The sun 
seems happy to go skidding 
round the sky on Its arse, leav- 
ing the world to the cold mer- 
cies of the moon and the lu- 
nacy of its puritanical values. 
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Zeneca ready to join forces with Swedish rival Astra in £40 billion deal 

Drugs groups to merge 


Made Milner, JuBa Finch 
and Nicholas Bannister 


Z ENECA., the pharm- 
aceuticals group, 
last night revealed 
that it is on the 
threshhold of a £40 
billion, pound merger with its 
Swedish rival Astra, maker of 
the world's blggest-selling pre- 
scription drug. 

If the deal goes ahead it will 
mark another significant 
move in the consolidation of 
the world’s previously frag- 
mented drugs industry Earli- 
er this month, Germany’s 
Hoechst and France's Rhone- 
Pouleuc revealed they were 
merging, their life sciences 
business and Sanofi said it 
was buying Synth elabo. 

Other mergers have pro- 


duced Glaxo Wellcom e, Novar- 
tis and Pharmacia Upjohn. 
However; consolidation with- 
in the industry has not been 
without its failures. Plans to 
merge Glaxo Wellcome with 
SmithKline Beecham 
Monsanto with American 
Home Products have fatten by 
the wayside. 

Rumours of a possible tie- 
up between the British-based 
Zeneca — which was spun off 
from Id in 1933 — and Astra, 
which makes the top selling 
anti-ulcer drug, Losec, have 
been circulating for some 
time. 

Last night the two compa- 
nies said they were engaged in 
“advanced discussions regar- 
ding a possible combination _ 
in a merger of equals”. 

Speculation about Zeneca’s 


fixture intensified last month 
afler the group put its special- 
ity chemicals business up for 
sale Some analysts suggested 
that the move was designed to 
boost group margins and cre- 
ate a more tightly focused 

h iirinpw 

Zeneca is Britain’s third 
largest drugs group behind 
GJaxnWiencome and Smith- 
mine Beecham. Its most im- 
portant drugs include a 
portfolio of anti-cancer treat- 
ments, including Zolartex for 
prostate cancer anH Tamox- 
ifen, a 20 -year-old drug used to 
treat breast cancer which was 
given a new lease of life fids 
year after winning approval 
in the United Stales as the 
world’s first preventative can- 
cer medicine. 

It also has a range of heart 


drugs and a migraine treat- 
ment, Zomig. 

In addition to Losec, Astra’s 
top sellers todude the anti- 
asthma inhaler Pulimcort and 
the beta-blocker Selaken. Its 
main martrete are in the US, 
where it has a recently re- 
structured deal with Merck to 
market Losec, and Germany It 
also has sales of around £400 

iiiWlte n fnth> fHf 

Last yean Astra’s total sales 
ammintort to around SAS bit 
lion while Zeneca's t urn over 
totalled £5.19 billion. Astra, 
which was founded in 1913, is 
headed by its president and 
chief executive Hakan Mo- 
gren and operates in 45 coun- 
tries with more than 22 JM 0 
employees. It also has an as- 
tonishing 244,000 sharehold- 

ers worldwide, though the 


powerful Swedish Wallenberg 
industrial dynasty controls 12 
per cent of the company In re- 
cent comments Astra has 
made it dear that it has been 
seeking to expand its global 
reach by battling for the top 
spot in its chosen therapeutic 
areas. 

Since Zeneca was demerged 
from ICI it has eclipsed Its for- 
mer parent It has 31,000 em- 
ployees with 40 per cent in the 
UK. The company has been 
built by Its chief executive Sir 
David Barnes, who is now 62 . 
Earlier this year; Zeneca an- 
nounced that Sir David would 
take over as chairman next 
May and be succeeded by Dr 
Tom McKillop, the head of the 
p har maceuti cals arm 

Last year Sir David earned 
a salary of £645.000 but has 


shares and options worth an 
pgffmatfrri £7 million 
lan Smith, drugs analyst at 
Lehman Brothers, said: “We 
don’t have enough detail yet 
or know if it will happen. 
When Hakan Mogren spoke 
earlier this year on consoli- 
dation in file industry; be men 
tioned three companies — 
Zeneca, Schering-Plough and 
Bayer So Zeneca is hardly a 
surprise. Astra is strong in 
gastro-intestinal and respira- 
tory Zeneca is strong in 
cardiovascular cancer and 
anaesthetics.” 

“To compete with the Mer- 
cks and Glaxos and Pfizers of 
the world, they have got to get 
bigger," Hemant Shah, an in 
dependent drug industry ana- 
lyst, told the Bloomberg news 
agency. 


Call to drive costs down 



Tyredand emotional ._ The 2,000,000th Ifissan car made a star entrance at the Sunderland factory during a celebration to mark the milestone. It rolled off the production line 
and kept on going until its journey towards the edge of the ramp was arrested photograph; m»cha& scon 

MPs want fines for car traders who charge too much 


Nicholas Bannister, Chief 

B usiness Corre s pondent 


B RITISH car buyers are 
being ripped off by the 
motor industry through 
unacceptably high prices and 
those responsible should face 
heavy fines or criminal 
penalties, an influential group 
of MPs said yesterday. 

The House of Commons 
trade and industry select com- 
mittee, in a damning report 


on the way cars are sold in 
this country urged the Office 
of Fair Trading to force man- 
ufacturers and dealers to re- 
veal their business practices, 
using investigative- powers 
that take effect in March 2000 
under the new Competition 
Act 

A European Commission 
report tn February showed 
that car prices in Britain were 
up to 60 per cent higher than 
in other European countries. 


Martin O’Neill, the commit- 
tee chairman, warned the 
motor industry that if it did 
not put its house in order vol- 
untarily; it could fece tough 

legislation. 

The committee’s main find- 
ings were: 

• British car buyers were pay- 
ing far too much for cars. 

• There was no evidence that 
franchised dealers provided 
better customer services than 
independent garages. 


• The EC exemption allowing 
manufacturers to have fran- 
chised dealer networks did 
not benefit consumers and 
should not be renewed in 
2002 . 

• Car importers were not pas- 
sing on the benefits of the 
strong pound to car buyers 
through lower prices. 

• There was no evidence that 
right-hand drive cars needed 
to be costlier than their left- 
hand drive counterparts. 


The committee added: “If 
there is found to have been 
grossly anti-competitive be- 
haviour then due considera- 
tion will have to be given as to 
whether criminal penalties 
should be available as a deter- 
rent to such behaviour in fu- 
ture, and a mark of the weight 
of public anger” ' 

Mr O'Neill r efe rred to the 
£67 million fine which the Eu- 
ropean Commission imposed 
on Volkswagen in January 


Corporate financiers toast 
record year for mergers 


«K!I Tremor 


’$ announce- 
ment of a £42 billion 
union between the phar- 
maceuticals firms Zeneca and 
Astra caps a record year for 
mergers and acquisitions in 
Europe and the United States. 

In the first.il nwrithw of 
1998. &241 billion (£L356 bil- 
lion) worth of deals were 
clinched - smashing the $L373 
billion record For all of last 
yean • 

Corporate financiers, who 
can now be assured of record 

bonuses, predict that the wave 
of activity will continue. 

“Our best bet Is that next 
year will be another record,” 
said Gary Dugan. European 
equity strategist at the invest- 
ment bank JP Morgan. 

The boom in corporate fir 
nance activity this year defies 
the gloom which lingered over 
the -markets in the late sum- 
mer and early a yitwnn, when 
1 markets tumbled and many 
major players pulled out . 

But activity, has now 
returned, and the figures re- 
posed by jp Morgan yester- 
day _ comp iled in association 
with securities Data - miss 


out some of the mega-deals 
that have been announced this 
mfinthj such as the 878.5 bil- 
lion agreement between the 
oil firms Mobil and Exxon - 
fixe world's biggest merger 

Hans for the world's largest 
■financial services company 
were g ^ M announced recently 
when Deutsche Bank of Ger- 
many said it would buy 
Bankers Trust of the US for- 
more tMn 819 billion. 

Klaus Dtederlchs, co-head 
of JP Morgan’s global adviso- 


ry business, estimated that in 
the past two weeks 24 deals 
worth more - than $1 billion 
each were announced. 

He cite d two re asons for the 
surge of activity - a continua- 
tion of the restructuring tak- 
ing place In continental 
Europe, and the drive by com- 
panies to improve the value 
they offer their shareholders. 

JP Morgan expects farther 
mergers among banks, insur- 
ance companies, retail firms 
and telecoms firms. 
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Contractor fails 
to deliver RNS 


DanAtkfatson 


P LANS to give the Stock 
Exchange a new version 
of Its key information 
system, fixe Regulatory News 
Service (RNS), have been 
thrown into chaos by the con- 
tractor's alleged failure to de- 

lhrer; the Guardian has 
learned. Hopes that the sys- 
tem would be up and running 
early next year are fading, and 
the Exchange is now wran- 
ghngover £250,000 paid forthe 
RNS 2 network. 

This is the latest in a series 
of technological failures at 
fiia Stock Exchange. Its SEAfi 
automated quotations system 
broke down on day one of Big 
Bang in 1586, and in Marc* it 
cancelled - at the cost of near* 
iy £500 billion - the Ifcurus 
share-settlement computer 
Informed Markets, a sub- 
sidiary of the Press Associa- 
tion (PA), the London-based 
national- news agency, was 
awarded the contract in April 
and Is thought to have been 
expected to deliver by Novem- 
ber 30. Now it seems the Ex- 
change will bring the work 
back in-house. 

It is understood that In- 


formed Markets is being 
wotuxd down. 

The exact nature of the 
problems with RNS 2 are not 
known, but it is thought that 
the Exchange did not believe 
the system matched the speci- 
fications it had demanded. 

RNS is the Exchange's 
mechanism for disseminating 
price-sensitive information. 
An announcement on the RNS 
is a legal requirement for all 
companies wishing to make 
known data such as profit 
warnings or anything that 
could affect the share price- 

PA Is thought to have bid 
low in order to win the con- 
tract. which would have paid 
£ 1.6 million a year in running 
foes. It Is thought to have 
hoped that RNS 2 would have 
given Informed Markets a 
springboard from which it 
co old win profitable company- 
information contracts. PA 
would not comment yesterday 
but a source said: There are 
differences of opinion [with 
fixe Exchange] as to what is re- 
quired [from RNS 21.” 

It ts thought that discus- 
sions are under way as to how 
much of the £250,000 paid to 

PA ought to be returned to the 


this year after it was caught 
preventing its authorised 
dealers in Italy from selling 
Volkswagens and Audis to for- 
eign buyers. 

“The big international org- 
anisations can take a big hit 
once and again,” he said. But 
individuals within a corpora- 
tion should also be penalised. 

The OPTs new powers 
would, for the first time, re- 
quire people to testily against 
themselves. 


Hinctiliffeon 
corruption 
charges over 
Facia collapse 


Dan Atkinson 


■RETAILING whiz-kid 
■■ Stephen Hinchliffe is 
■ nfacing 11 charges of 
fraud and corruption in rela- 
tion to the collapse in June 
1996 of his Facia high-street 
empire. The Serious Fraud Of- 
fice has brought a single Com- 
mon Law count of conspiracy 
to defraud against Mr Hinch- 
liffe and Christopher Harri- 
son, a former finance director 
to some Facia group compa- 
nies. Mr Hinchliffe faces 10 
further charges of corruptly 
offering money Mr Harrison 
has not been charged. 

A further three men, 
Mizrahi Bank employees John 
Doherty and Paul Brady and 
property developer Robert 
Leckie also face corruption 
charges. The total sum in- 
volved Is in excess of £1 mil- 
lion. The four were bailed 
until February 26. Facia, 
which expanded rapidly in the 
1990s, took in household 
names such as Freeman 
Hardy Willis, Sock Shop, fash- 
ion chain Red or Dead and 
Contessa lingerie. It crashed 
with debts of £70 mill inn 


Notebook 


Threat to R&D the 
main drawback 



Edited by 
Alex Brummer 


O NE of the longest run- 
ning speculations on 
the London stock mar- 
ket has been a bid for Zeneca, 
the pharmaceutical group 
spun of from ICI in 1953- Hav 
mg spent the past five years 
denying that it is in merger 
talks, the company last night 
confirmed to the New York 
Stock Exchange that it is dis- 
cussing an alliance with the 
Swedish firm Astra. The an- 
nouncement came after a day 
of heavy trading in London 
which saw Zeneca’s shares 
surge 4 per cent to 202Gp. 

A merger of Zeneca- Astra 
would create a £40 billion plus 
trans-European pharmaceuti- 
cal group from two of the bet- 
ter-run. but second ranking. 
European pharmaceutical 
firms. It follows widespread 
consolidation in the European 
industry which has seen the 
creation of a series of al- 
liances: Novartis in Switzer- 
land; Phamacia Upjohn: 
Hoechst-Rhone Poulenc and 
Sanofi-Synthelabo. 

An alliance between Zeneca 
and Astra would bring togeth- 
er two companies with world- 
class drug pipelines. One of 
Zeneca’s biggest prospects is 
Tamoxifen, an established 
breast cancer drug, which has 
recently won approval from 
the US authorities as the first 
preventative treatment. 
Astra's biggest seller by for is 
Losec; an ulcer drug with sim- 
ilar properties to the. Glaxo 
blockbuster Zantac. 

Among toe advantages of 
an alliance is file focus of both 
companies on anti-cancer 
drugs: the possibility of pool 
mg distribution arrange- 
ments and costs in the critical 
US marketplace and an oppor- 
tunity to pool research and de- 
velopments costs — which are 
escalating dramatically. It was 
the possibility of pooling 
these costs that in January al- 
most tempted Glaxo into a 
merger with SmithKline 
Beecham. 

A key concern for the UK 
about a Zeneca-Astra merger 
would be the potential loss of 
research facilities in one of 
the UK’s leading-edge indus- 
tries. Downing Street was 
known to be concerned about 
the brain drain of research 
jobs and expertise at the time 
of the prospective Glaxo deal 
As has been seen in other re- 
cent merger proposals the 
other serious obstacle will be 
the share out of top jobs. 


System alert 

T HE Stock Exchange reg- 
ulatory' news service 
(RNS) is an essential tool 
in the running of a clean, reli- 
able and transparent market- 
place. It ensures that all 
players have access to the 
same information at the same 
time, whether it be a warning 
about profits or a boardroom 
change. With the dampdown 
on special briefings for privi- 


leged analysts and sharehold- 
ers, it has become even more 
critical in ensuring a level 
playing field- 

Given the relatively simple 
nature of the task and con- 
cerns about Year 2000 prob- 
lems in its existing system, 
the Stock Exchange decided In 
its wisdom to pm the task of 
running the RNS out to ten- 
der. Nut an unreasonable 
course given its own systems 
problems in the past and the 
technical difficulties which 
have been associated with Its 
new quote driven order sys- 
tem, SETs — which Is still set- 
tling down. 

Fine, except the service 
provided by the outside con- 
tractor PA. was allegedly not 
up to snuff. As a result one of 
the London Stock Exchange’s 
most important market func- 
tions —keeping traders in- 
formed — has been dose to 
failure. This is not Taurus in 
terms of costs: hut a great 
deal of egg on the fare of 
Gavin Casey and his team as 
they prepare for the new com- 
plexities of the euro-era. 


Disunited 

T HE kind of message that 
pops up on RNS. if not 
routinels is that which 
has just emerged from New- 
castle United, where the dis- 
graced directors Douglas Hall 
and Freddy Shepherd have 
forced their way back onto the 
board. The corporate gover- 
nance processes have worked 
correctly in that the chairman 
and the two non-executive di- 
rectors — there to protect the 
interests of all shareholders 
(not just the 64 per cent of 
stock controlled by the dis- 
graced pair) —voted against 
their return and resigned. In 
the process they have taken 
the company’s investment 
banking advisers BT 
AlexJJrown with them. 

Denis Cassidy fixe chair- 
man, and the other two non- 
executives, John Josephs and 
Tom Fenton, acted correctly 
But that does not help the mi- 
nority shareholders who must 
stand by and watch the share 
price foil, while Hall and 
Shepherd run the company at 
their will. The promises that 
they will appoint new non-ex- 
ecutives are empty: few self- 
respecting directors of 
quality would serve alongside 
them. The authorities need to 
find an immediate way of 
reining them in. The ultimate 
sanction, delisting the shares, 
does not work because it locks 
in the minority —which in 
Newcastle’s case includes 
thousands of football enthusi- 
asts, Innocents In the world of 
public quoted companies. 
There Is nevertheless a strong 
case for suspending the shares 
until such time as a satisfacto- 
ry board is appointed. 

In the meantime the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try using powers vested under 
the Companies Act, should in- 
vestigate the circumstances 
leading to the high-level resig- 
nations and whether or not- 
Shepherd and Hall are fit and 
proper people to be running a 
public company 

It is increasingly clear that 
many clubs which scrambled 
to go public, should never 
have made the transition at 
all. Manchester United is the 
exception rather than rule. In 
a sector which Is mainly made 
up of small, loss-making busi- 
nesses, run by self-made en- 
trepreneurs posing as pics. 


Gamblers play 
it safe in crisis 


Downturn and 
tax hits London 
casinos, writes 

Dan Atkinson 

H JGH-Folling interna- 
tional gamblers are 
drawing In their horns 
because of the world econom- 
ic crisis, with the overall 
turnover in London’s exclu- 
sive dubs down about 10 per 
cent this year against boom- 
ing 1997. 

Same of the big Far Eastern 
players are trading down to 
cheaper casinos, and some are 
even starting to take more 
care with their money, opera- 
tor London Clubs Internation- 
al (LCD said yesterday. 

But for LCI the big menace 
of the summer was not the 
global crisis but the surprise 
rise in casino tax announced 
by the Chancellor. Gordon 
Brown, in his Budget Chief 
executive Alan Gooden ough 
said LCI had managed to ride 
out the slump in the London 
gaming scene by boosting its 
market share. The higher tax. 


however, crunched profits be- 
fore tax from £13,469,000 in the 
26 weeks to September 28 last 
year to £8.655,000 during the 
same period this year. 

Mr Brown’s tax measures 
lowered the floor for payments 
and raised the rate to 40 per 
cent from 33 per cent. "The 
measures were not thought 
through.’’ said Mr Goode- 
nough yesterday. 

LCI’s London casinos in- 
dude Les Ambassadeurs, 50 St 
James’s and the Golden 
Nugget Abroad, its opera- 
tions include dubs in South 
Africa and the Bahamas. 

Despite the foil in turnover 
Middle Eastern business had 
picked up, In apparent defi- 
ance of sliding oil prices, and 
Far Eastern players continued 
to try their luck, albeit in 
n^ore modest casinos and with 
more of an eye to “money 
mana gement“.thnn had tradi- 
tionally been the case. 

Mr Goodenough said the 
market was “drawing breath", 
as it did periodically 

Those punting on LCI will 
find the wheel of fortune 
stuck at 2.625p for the Interim 
dividend, unchanged on the 

same period last yean 
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Fury erupts in Port Talbot 



British Steel’s blast furnaces dominate Port Talbot where workers facing the sack accuse onion officials of colluding with management photograph: jffF Morgan 

1 ,400 Welsh steel jobs go 


T he Guardian Wednesday Decembers 1998 

High street 
shunned for 
Calais run 


Roger Cows 

R etailers fretting over 
dwindling takings and 
wondering where all the 
shoppers have gone' should 
look • across the Channel. 
According to Eurotunnel and 
ferry operators, hordes of peo- 
ple are doing their Christinas 
shopping in Calais this year. 

“More and more people are 
realising there are savings to 
be made shopping on the 
other side of the Channel. 1 * 
said a spokesman for the ferry 
firm P&O Siena. 

He «o»M the fleet was carry- 
ing about 9,500 cats on a typi- 
cal Saturday at the moment, 
but comparisons could not be 
made with last year when 
P&O and Stena were compet- 
ing operators. 

Euro tunn el carried an aver- 
age 11,000 cars a day in 
November; which was almost 
half as many again as in 
November 1997. It Is not 
known how many of these 
vehicles were “white vans", 
which are reputedly used by 
“booze smugglers". 

Hover-speed, which ac- 
counts for a little under a 
tenth of Channel traffic, said 
customer numbers were al- 
most a third higher than last 
year. 

A spokesman said business 
bad surged since the middle of 
November - to a level 29 per 


cent higher than the same pe- 
riod last year. "It’s obvious 
just from being out and about 
In Dover,” he said. There are 
t raffic jams even without a 
Strike. There Is a lot of queu- 
ing up to get on the ferries. “ 

Hoverspeed said it carried 

28,000 passengers over its 
busiest weekend. It would not 
take people long to recoup the 
£22 charge for a car and two 
people on a day trip. Buying 
£200 or goods would recover 
the fore if French prices were 
10 per cent lower than in 
Britain. For some products, 
such us beer, the savings are 
much more than 10 per cent 

Even the Eurotunnel fare u t 
£49 - booked 21 hours in ad- 
vance - would soon be paid (hr, 
especially if there were five 
people in the car. 

The flood of Britons taking 
their custom to France could 
explain why many leading 
shops have had to resort to 
special promotions, even at 
this time of year, when shop- 
pers should be at their most 
enthusiastic. 

However, it will take a while 
for the cross-Channel trippers 
to outnumber the throngs 
doing their Christmas shop- 
ping at Britain's huge malls. 
Lakeside, the gigantic shop- 
ping palace near Thurrock in 
Essex, saw 105.000 customers 
pass through its doors last 
Saturday 


Falling confidence 
triggered rate cut 


David Gow 
Industrial Editor 


A NGRY. scenes 

have broken out 
at British Steel’s 
plant in Fort Tal- 
bot, South Wales, 
over plans to axe 855 jobs in 
an effort to cut costs and 
boost flagging earnings. 

Employees threatened 
with the sack accused offi- 
cials of the main steel 
union, the ISTC, at a 
Stormy meeting this week, 
of colluding with managers 
in precluding long-serving 
staff from joining the new 
“teams” who will effective- 
ly ran the production line. 
Instead, they had opted for 
younger workers. 

There have been alleg- 
ations that staff and man- 
agers have engaged in 


fisticuffs within the plant 
and that managers' cars 
have been vandalised. 
These are denied strenu- 
ously by the company 

John Walne, personnel 
manager for Port Talbot 
and its sister Welsh plant, 
Llanwern, said last night 
“We recognise there are 
tensions within the works 
and there may well have 
been some full-blooded ver- 
bal exchanges but there 
have not been the violent 
incidents people have 
talked about.” 

Fort Talbot and Llan- 
wern, near Newport, "are 
taking the brant erf the job- 
cuts planned by British 
Steel as it struggles to avoid 
moving into the red be- 
cause of a collapse of 
prices, dumping by foreign 
producers, the strong 


pound and the economic 
downturn. Last month it 
declared a 24 per cent drop 
in first-half earnings to 
£108 million. 

It is to axe 855 jobs at 
Port Talbot, with 505 going 
by the end of March and a 
farther 350 by the end of 
September. Llanwern will 
lose 490 posts in the same 
period, with total employ- 
ees at each plant reduced to 

3.000 compared with the 

20.000 employed at Port 
Talbot alone some 20 years 
ago. 

Feelings are running par- 
ticularly high at Port Tal- 
bot as It Is the first of the 
company’s big integrated 
plants to introduce “team- 
working”. 

Under the scheme, which 
was agreed with the ISTC 
18 months ago, hundreds of 


middle managers will be 
“delayered” and single sta- 
tus employees will manage 
their own production lines. 

Jobs are also going be- 


UK steel industry 

Eraptoyraant, thousand# 



SounxISSB 


cause the plant on the Sev- 
ern Estuary east of Swan- 
sea, is investing 
£126 milli on in a new con- 
tinuous onnaniinp line, de- 
scribed by both 
manage-ment and onions 
as of world-best standard 
and guaranteeing the 
plant’s future well into the 
next mnionninm. 

Hundreds of angry em- 
ployees plan to appeal 
against their exclusion 
from the new teams, claim- 
ing the ISTC has abandoned 
the last in, first out princi- 
ple. Lord (Keith) Brook- 
man, leader of the ISTC, 
said; “If there’s any skul- 
duggery with the employer 
in picking blue-eyed boys, 
my people will sort that 
out. We will ran with the 
ball but wont accept hard 
redundancies. 


It’s a difficult period for 
the company «"<< we trust 
them not to railroad over 
their workforce and there 
will be fairness in the in- 
troduction of team-work- 

j ^g TI 

Mr Walne insisted that 
members of the new teems 
been chosen according 
to strict guidelines that had 
been agreed with unions 
and followed a series of 
tests. These Included length 
of service as well as Job 
competence, team-working 
skills, disciplinary record 
and attendance. 

The company he added, 
was offering counselling 
“to make sure that the im- 
pact of the exercise is mtni- 
malised”. 

If anybody wanted to ap- 
peal, he said, they were free 
to do so. 



Railtrack profit throat prompts Chunnel rethink 


Support for link may be 
abandoned as regulator gets 
tough, writes Keith Harper 


R ailtrack was ■ last 
night poised to abandon 
backing for the Channel 
Tunnel rail link's second 
phase after a threat by the reg- 
ulator to introduce tougher 
controls on Railtrack charges. 

Senior executives were said 
to be dismayed that the new 
regulator; Chris Bolt is ready 
to introduce draconian con* 
trols to the charges for train 
companies’ access to the net- 
work. They expect a “nega- 
tive" announcement from Mr 
Bolt who is said to be ready to 
impose crippling restrictions 


on Railtrack’s profitability 
after 2001 when new rules are 
introduced. 

Mr Bolt Is likely to say he 
wants the asset base on which 
Railtrack earnings are as- 
sessed to be set as low as £2.5 
billion, the company's value 
at flotation three years ago. He 
is expected to argue that “ac- 
ceptable" returns should be 
fixed at some 6 per cent of that 
value. 

The proposals will open up 
a difficult period of negotia- 
tion between the regulator 
and Railtrack, with the 


Deputy Prime Minister; John 
Prescott, facing a dilemma. He 
wants the regulator to be 
tough with Railtrack, yet is re- 
lying on the company to invest 
heavily in the Channel T unn el 
rail link and the London Un- 
derground- 

Rail track’s shares, which 
have performed spectacularly 
since flotation, are likely to 
react sharply today to any 
suggestion that its profits 
should be capped. 

Mr Bolt, who has the job in 
an acting capacity pending a 
permanent appointment is 
anxious to make an impres- 
sion. His predecessor; John 
Swift was criticised for being 
too soft on Railtrack. 

Rail companies came in for 
renewed criticism yesterday 
from the national passenger 


watchdog, the Central Rail 
Users’ Consultative Commit- 
tee. It recorded a 39 per cent 
increase in complaints to 
4^96 between July and Au- 
gust David Bertram, the com- 
mittee's chairman, said: “The 
reality is that reliability and 
punctuality are now no better 
than when privatisation 
began." 

Companies most com- 
plained about included Great 
Western, Wales & West and 
Conn ex South East The com- 
mittee said that Richard Bran- 
son’s Virgin west coast main 
line service was still at the 
bottom of the punctuality 
league over the 12 months to 
September 1998. It ran only 
74.4 per cent of trains on time, 
against a target of 90 per cent. 
Ivor Warburton, chairman of 


the Association of Train Op- 
erating Companies, said: “Per- 
formance and reliability win 



improve noticeably once rail- 
ways start to feel the benefit of 
new trains. At the moment 
we've got the builders in.” 

Prism, the operator of two 
lines out of London and ser- 
vices in Wales and the West 
yesterday blamed Railtrack 
for delays in parts of its oper- 
ation. Chief executive Giles 
Fearnley said sustained fail- 
ures hit passenger confidence 
This had dearly been seen in 
Wales and the West “where 
Railtrack' s performance is Car 
from satisfactory". 

He said that profits for the 
year will not meet expecta- 
tions. First half profits fell 
from £42 million- to £500,000 
because of one-off factors, but 
the company said it was con- 
tinuing to invest heavily in 
passenger growth. 



Mum says Safeway 
aren’t very good at 
advertising slogans 


Tony Levene 

S AFEWAY broke the 
Advertising Standards 
Authority's “legal, de- 
cent, honest and truthful” 
code in a newspaper cam- 
paign claiming that it was 
cheaper than rival super- 
market chain Tesco, the 
watchdog body has ruled. 
Tesco objected to the head- 
line "Mom says Tesco 
aren't very good at sums" 
in an advert which featured 
receipts from both stores 
for the same 19 items. The 
Safeway “basket" was £5.24 
or 11.4 per cent cheaper. 

Bat Britain's biggest gro- 
cery c hain emerged victori- 
ous on five of its six com- 
plaints. Tesco maintained 
the Safeway list was “un- 
balanced’* because 85 per 
cent of the claimed savings 
came- from just four items. 
The ASA agreed. It was also 
concerned that three of the 
four items were alcohol 
products. 

Only someone baying a 
bottle of wine, a 12-pack of 
canned lager and a bottle of 
whisky could make the 
claimed savings. The 
watchdog says in its 
December report published 
today: “This does not repre- 


sent an average weekly ' 
shop.” Safeway maintained 
it had selected a range of 
goods that “represented an 
average basket". 

The ASA upheld a sec- 
ond complaint because 
Safeway ‘s advertisement 
claimed “you’ll find that 
Safeway can't be beaten on 
the things you buy the 
most". This Implied that 
customers could make a 
savings across all goods. 
T his was “misleading", be- 
cause the supermarket' 
could not show its goods 

were on average 11.4 per 
cent cheaper across those 
items people boy most. 

The advertising watch- 
dog also hit out at Safeway 
because it chose seven 
items for its- basket which 
were promoted that week 
as special offers. Only two 
Tesco items were on special 
offer Tesco was also victo- 
rious in allegations that the 
headline was denigratory 
and that a reference to 
Safeway’s Triple Points — a 
campaign now discontin- 
ued — was only clear to reg- 
ular Safeway shoppers. 

Safeway had one face- 
saving point — on its inter- 
pretation of its own “price 
protected" scheme. 


Football 
and bad 
weather 
hit profit 
atS&N 


Julia Finch 

Britain’s biggest brewer 
Dyesterday blamed the 
World Cup, bad summer 
weather and Nomura, the 
Japanese bank which is now 
Britain's biggest pub land- 
lord, for a profits downturn. 

Scottish & Newcastle, 
whose interests range from 
John Smith's beer , to Center 
Parcs holiday villages and 
Chef & Brewer pubs, unveiled 
first-half profits down £10 mil- 
lion at £214 million. 

Brian Stewart, the chief ex- 
ecutive; described July and 
August as "exceptional and 
extraordinary". Drinkers had 
stayed home to watch the foot- 
ball in early July and bad 
weather thereafter had meant 
they were not tempted ont to 
quench their thirsts. 

The market for lageq said 
S&N, was down by 1 per cent 
in the period, while ale was 8 
per cent worse off Mr Stewart 
said the downturn in ale 
drinking nationwide was “a 
concern", especially as the 
drink was becoming more 
popular abroad. 

Brewing profits were also 



hit by the termination of an 
exclusive beer-supply agree- 
ment that S&N had with a vast 
chain of pubs now called the 
Grand- Pub Company and 
owned by Nomura. 

When the supply agreement 
came to an end, Nomura re- 
placed the deal with a multi- 
brewer agreement which 
slashed S&Ws sales and 
prompted a round of redun- 
dancies. Analysts have esti- 
mated that the ending of the 
deal will cost S&N up to £30 
million. The group's pub busi- 


ness. however; continues to 
grow Operating profit from 
Its retail division rose by 12.6 
per cent to £114.7 million, and 
it now rakes in more cash 
than brewing from Just over 40 
per cent of the turnover 
Mr Stewart said current 
spending levels were volatile 
and customers remained “ner- 
vous”. People did have money 
to spend and when they did 
splash out they were choosing 
quality brands, which was a 
benefit to S&N. The shares 
rosel5.5pto719.Sp 


• The war of words over 
Marston, Thompson & Ever- 
shed escalated yesterday 
when the brewer said it would 
postpone today's vote on its 
proposal to securitise its ten- 
anted pubs so that sharehold- 
ers would have more time to 
consider the plan. 

Marston is using the securi- 
tisation - under which It will 
return £101 million to share- 
holders - as its main defence 
against a hostile bid by a rival 
business, Wolverhampton and 
Dudley 


Mark Atkinson 
Economics Correspondent 

D eclining business and 
consumer confidence was 
the significant factor be- 
hind last week’s cut in inter- 
est rates by the 11 founding 
members of the euro, Wim 
Duisenberg, President of the 
European Central Bank, said 
yesterday 

At a time of “much greater 
than usual uncertainties" in 
the economy the cut was also 
intended to stop market specu- 
lation about the ECB’s Inten- 
tions on interest rates. Mr 
Duisenberg told the European 
Parliament's committee on 
economic and monetary af- 
fairs. AH the countries except 
Italy cut rates to 3 per cent, 
which will be the starting rate 
when the ECB takes over mon- 
etary policy control with the 
launch or the euro on Janu- 
ary 1- Italy cut to 3^ per cent 
Painting a cautious picture 
of the economic situation In 
the euro zone. Mr Duisenberg 
said growth W3S expected to 
slow to 2.4 per cent in 1999 
from 2.8 per cent this year, but 
fixe general view was that the 
slowdown would be tempo- 
rary “It Is expected that 
growth might slightly acceler- 
ate again in the course of the 
year 2000.” he said, adding, 
however; that the forecast had 
to be treated with care. 


Meanwhile, some fail in 
confidence In the retail sector 
seemed to be developing, he 
sakl: “One of the main moti- 
vations behind the rcecut de- 
rision to lower Interest rates 
was a faltering of confidence, 
predominantly in the busi- 
ness area, and in some coun- 
tries private households," 

Even as he was speaking 
Germany announced (hat for 
the first time in nearly a year, 
its unemployment figure had 
risen — by almost 4,000. 

Weakening consumer and 
business confidence In Brit- 
ain as a result of the global 
downturn has also helped 
trigger rate cuts by the Bank 
of England's monetary policy 
committee, which meets again 
today and tomorow amid ex- 
pectations of a third succes- 
sive monthly reduction. The 
monthly poll of business 
polls, published yesterday by 
accountants BDO Stoy Hay- 
ward, found that British busi- 
nesses expect the economy to 
be in recession by the middle 
of next year. 

Ken Jackson, general secre- 
tary of the Amalgamated En- 
gineering and Electrical 
Union, said lust week's move 
by the euro-ll will help to 
avert a European economic 
slowdown. “If UK manufac- 
turing is to compete abroad, 
we need a dose of the same 
medicine.” 


News in brief 

M&S supplier axes 
1 50 jobs in Ireland 

A NORTHERN Ireland clothing manufacturer which is a lead- 
ing supplier to Marks & Spencer announced yesterday that it is 
cutting its workforce by nearly 150 because of a downturn in 
high-street sales. 

Desmond and Sons, which employs 3,400 people at 12 sites 
across the province, is making 45 workers redundant and a fur- 
ther 100 have opted to go voluntarily 

Last month Desmond announced that it would have to cut 
its workforce by 225, three days after M&S revealed that half- 
year profits had slumped by nearly 50 percent. The private 
family owned company, with an annual turnover of more than 
£100 million, supplies all of its produce to Marks. - PA 


Abbey National board rejig 

ABBEY National will reshuffle Its board in April when Charles 
Toner, deputy chief executive, will retire from the bank and Its 
two deputy chairmen will be replaced. Mr Toner, once tipped as 
a potential chief executive, has been with the former building 
society for 35 years and will not be replaced directly. Keith 
Woodley will become deputy chairman and executive director 
Charles Villiers an executive deputy chairman. - JiU Treanor 


Ascot buys German group 

ASCOT, a British chemical and special 1st engineering comp- 
any has agreed to buy Haltermann Group of Germany for 
DM250 million (£90 million) incashand shares, creating what 
Ascot said will be the world’s largest independent chemicals 
contract processor 

The link-up will create a company with contract process- 
ing activities in Britain, Germany Belgium and the US . 


Paper chain sheds 250 staff 

UP TO 250 jobs are to be cut by newspaper group Regional Inde- 
pendent Media, the company confirmed yesterday RIM, which 
has newspaper and magazine titles at 10 operating companies 
across Yorkshire and the North-west, said the losses would be 
concentrated at its two biggest centres, In Leeds at the York- 
shire Post and Yorkshire Evening Post, and In Sheffield at The 
Star. 


Laura Ashley leases back HQ 

BRITISH clothing retailer Laura Ashley Holdings Pic said yes- 
terday that it had sold and leased back Its London headquarters 
premises for £4£4 million plus VAT. The price includes a rent 
free period for the next 12 months. Laura Ashley hns been 
struggling recently and has been forced to reduce manufactur- 
ing facilities to cut costs. 
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SPORTS NEWS 13 

Rugby Union 

Barth lead 
the chase 
for Hunte 


Andy Wilson 



Bln«s of many hues ... a New Zealander, Cambridge's Mark Robinson. tackled jointly by Australia’s Nick Humphries, left, and Taknro Miachi of Japan yesterday tom jenkins 

University Match: Oxford 1 2 Cambridge 1 6 

Lucky Rodgers keeps it in the family 


Robert Kitsoa 
at Twickenham 


dH^pUTH AFRICA'S win- 
^^^ning streak may have 
ended on the same 
at the weekend 
but Cambridge University are 
made of sterner stuff. 

If this soggy victory never 
soared to world-beating 
heights it deservedly kept the 
Bowring Bowl in Light Blue 
hands for the fifth successive 
year, equalling their own re- 
cord set between 1972-76 and 
1980-84. 

Is the end a fine individual 
try from Mark Denney and a 
more fortuitous one from the 
hooker Stefan Rodgers were 
just enough to see off a late 


Oxford rally, much to the 
pleasure of Stefan's dad Tony, 
who has more coaching wins 
under his belt in the fixture 
than many Cambridge dons 
have letters after their nam» 

. Rodgers junior can now 
relax and concentrate on his 
holiday sidpifop as a bouncer 
employed by a Cambridge 
nightclub, free to reflect on an 
anxious final 10 minutes and 
dispel lingering suspicions 
that his scoring wriggle over 
the line early in the second 
half required some assistance 
from the referee Ed Morrison. 

Morrison otherwise had his 
tsual seamless game btitfafled' 
to spot the large. Dark Blue 
hand wedged under the ball as 
Rodgers attempted to bold off 
the tackle of Nathan Ashley. It 


seemed unlikely to matter 
much as Cambridge entered 
the final 10 minutes 16-5 up, 
until Oxford’s left-wing Nick 
Humphries, one of many Aus- 
tralians on view, cut through 
the defence and scored mus- 
ingly at the posts. A frantic fi- 
nale followed, albeit one cort- 
fimting the eveowidening gulf 
In skill levels between amateur 
students and their professional 
cousins. 

Certain University Match 
traditions have less in com- 
mon wife the sharp realism of 
modern Test rugby than Jane 
Austen has to Tbia Simpsons. 
But oo a day when most picnic 
hampers had an Inch or two cf 
water to t hem, the neutral 
could scarcely be Mamed for 
seeking something beyond 


blue shades of pride and preju- 
dice and, after a scrappy start, 
a contest broke out 

A horrible defensive bowler 
saw Mark Robinson spill Nick 
Booth's hopeful punt ahead to 
allow the wing to slide grate- 
fully over before Denney, per- 
haps recognising both goal- 
kickers were digging deeper 
holes for themselves, took 
charge. 

Scorching around the back 
of a scrum in the Oxford 22, 
he took the ball at pace, 
stepped expertly outside the 
coyer and completed a curv- 
ing' run into the left corner. 
He last appeared on .this 
ground for Wasps against Sar- 
acens in May's Tetley’s Bitter 
Cup final, and his Man-of-the- 
Mateh award yesterday was 


his second such prize in this 
fixture. These professionals 
really should not sully these 
true-blue occasions. 

Denney Is currently out of 
contract and is determined 
not to abandon a law degree 
to add to the history one he 
gained at Bristol. “There's 
more to life than rugby," he 
insisted afterwards. Even he, 
though, is in no danger of tak- 
ing wins over Oxford for 
granted. “Premiership rugby 
is a lot more skilful but in 
terms of in tens tty the Varsity 
match is second to none.” 

To prove it, Oxford’s cap- 
tain David Khlaher spent half 
an hour off the field having 15 
stitches inserted above his 
right eye during which time 
Cambridge's fiy-half Paul 


Moran put further clear 
water between the sides with 
two penalties. Kelaher’s team- 
mate Adam Russell had to cry 
off injured before the start 
A 64,000 crowd looked on, 
still a remarkable figure for a 
murky, wet midweek after- 
noon. AH those wearing Light 
Blue scarves will definitely be 
back next year. 

BCORIRSi Oxford, Trisa: Booth. 
Humphries. Coavarmlom Booth. 
Cm hr i il BM ~Tri— i Dan nay. Flo doors. 
Pi — itl ssi Moran 2. 

OXFORD! R WwmMm; N Month' . N 
A shtoy. K DM, N H u ptari— : R 
QDvaraay. ■ Barry: A Colli**. F 

O H OBM U I . A — A Hobart*'. N 

ChaOoodanr. M Cdlm, D Kotafcor' 
leapt).!: 


ATH have emerged 
as the favourites to 
jsign the Great Brit- 
ain rugby league cen- 
tre Alan Hunte, from Hull 
Sharks. 

Hunte has been linked with 
Northampton for some time 
but according to Hull sources 
the Bath board was meeting 
last night with a view to se- 
curing adeaL 

■We have had tentative dis- 
cussions with Bath, and I'd 
like to think that something 
could be finalised within the 
next 48 hours,” said Hume's 
agent David McKnight. 

Hunte, 28, won 15 Great 
Britain caps and one for Eng- 
land in nine years with St 
Helens but bad an unhappy 
first season as Hull's captain 
last year following a big 
money transfer, with only 
seven tries in 22 appearances. 

Rudi Straeuli. the former 
South African international, 
has been appointed director 
of coaching at struggling Bed- 
ford. He replaces Geoff Cooke 
who resigned on Monday. 

Ebhw Vale were left “dumb- 
founded” yesterday over the 
punishment handed down on 
Toulouse and their interna- 
tional prop FTanck Toumaire 
over incidents during and 
after a European Cup Pool C 
game at Eugene Cross Park 
on November 7. 

The Welsh dub's chief exec- 
utive Ray Harris said: “Tou- 
louse have got away with it” 
after the French side were rep- 
rimanded and handed a nomi- 
nal £24300 costs order and 
Toumaire "severely warned" 
by a European Cup disciplin- 
ary bearing in Dublin. 

The tournament director 


Roger Pickering had asked 
for sanctions against Tour- 
naire. fur threatening behav- 
iour towards the touch judge 
Rob Dickson, and other Tou- 
louse players and officials. 

Violence had marred the 
game. The referee Ed Murray 
sent off Toulouse's Cyrllle 
Vanchcrl and there were ugly 
scenes outside the room of the 
match commissioner Mai 
Beynon, who banned the for- 
ward for 28-days. 

A policeman’s helmet was 
knocked off as Toulouse play- 
ers remonstrated with match 
officials after the final whistle 
and police were also called 
after an incident at Vale's 
clubhouse later that evening. 

Last season. Brive and 
Pontypridd were each lined 
£30.000 (£15,000 suspended) 
for violence on the pitch and 
Llanelli and Pnu £20.000 
(£10.000 suspended) fallowing 
trouble when the)' played In 
South-west Prance. 

Harris, who at leaded the 
hearing with Beynon and 
Dickson, said: “I am disap- 
pointed and dumbfounded by 
the outcome. 1 wonder what 
Pontypridd and Llanelli will 
make of this, considering the 
fines they got last season.” 

The president of the French 
rugby union. Bernard La pas- 
set, is to demand that the 
muscle-building supplement 
creatine be banned when the 
International Board president 
Vernon Pugh and the Euro- 
pean Council president Tom 
Kiernan visit Paris on 
Saturday. 

'1 am going to officially ask 
that creatine is as soon as 
possible put on the list of 
banned doping products, defi- 
nitely for the World Cup, but 
also for the Five Nations 
championship,” La posset said. 


All Black dies in diving tragedy 


Until— an', ■ Danmy*. S LbvMt: F 
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A aron hopa. the aii 
B lack flank forward, 
died yesterday while scuba 
diving with seven team- 
mates from Waikato. 

Hopa, 27, who played in 
the midweek team on the 
tour of Ireland and Britain 
last year, was found to be in 
difficulties on resurfacing 
and, despite resuscitation, 
was pronounced dead by a 
doctor in W h a n ga m ata. 


In October, Hopa was 
named in New Zealand’s 
summer training squad of 
42 to prepare for the 1999 
World Cap season after 
recovering from a shoulder 
injury and was included in 
Waikato’s Super 12 squad 
on Monday. 

The All Black coach John 
Hart said: “The selectors 
had great hopes for him 
next year.” 


Racing 


Savill poses 
key questions 


Chris Hawkins 


Savill, chairman 
Fof the British Horserac- 
ing ' Board speaking at 
the Gim crack dinner in York 
last night, threatened the 
bookmakers with the imposi- 
tion of a "spectator-friendly" 
fixture list for the year 2,000 
unless there is an early settle- 
ment of Levy negotiations. 

Talks on the new Levy have 
not yet started and it could be 
aa late as October next year 
before they bear fruit, but as 
the bookmakers do not want a 
change in the fixture list it is 
hoped to force them to get a 
move on. 

"The betting industry ar- 
gues that such a policy would 
be counter-productive in 
terms cf the- Levy.” said Sa- 
vilL 

“But we are confident that 
a more spectator-ftiendly list 
(meaning more evening and 
weekend meetings) will have 
a positive effect on finances 
and In the absence of a Levy 
settlement in the next three 
months it is a policy we will 
pursue.” 

In the BHB’s Financial Plan 
revealed in January, SaviE 
identified a need for an addi- 
tional annual investment of 
£105 mfflinn with £80 milli on, 
coming from an increased 
percentage of betting 
turnover. 

Savill has been irritated by 
subsequent claims from book- 
makers and others that there 
is no thing wrong with racing 
and he posed the complacent 
four key questions, asking: 
“Can you look us in the eye 
and say the- racing industry 
has sufficient, well trained 
and well paid staff? 

; “Can yra say that the Brit- 
ish breeding industry is any- 
thing other than deteriorat- 



. spectator-friendly 


tog and losing ground to its 
Irish, American and Japanese 
counterparts ? 

“Can you tell us that prize- 
money, the lifeblood of all rac- 
ing industries. Is anything 
other than unacceptable to 
Britain as a return for argu- 
ably the best racing product 
in the world? 

“Can you say that £2.6 mit 
lion is sufficient to market a 
major sport and leisure 
Industry 7" 

Savill then gave his own 
answers: “Racing is more 
than 30 per cent understaffed; 
wage levels for skilled stable 
laris are lower than an un- 
skilled agricultural worker, 
owners are losing 77 per cent 
of their money per year, and 
we have a breeding industry 
which hasn't been able to af- 
ford a top class stallion to liv- 
ing memory.” 

He went on to point out that 
in Britain betting turnover 
provides just 17 per cent cf 
the £342 million which Is the 
cost of putting on the show, 

with owners contributing 54 
per cent and racecourses '29 
percent 

At the moment Savill Is 

confident that next year’s 
Levy negotiations will even- 
tually produce. more money, 
but his main thrust remains 
the attempt to convince the 
Government to return a 
greater share of their betting. 

revenue to racing. . . 

“The whole of our industry 
must spread the word and -ar- 
gute the case,” he said. "We 
must make sure that the Gov- 
ernment who alone have the 
power to change the structure 
of British racing, accept our 
arguments and understand 
the huge benefits to them — 
notably increased tax reve- 
nues. more Jobs and stability 
within the industry. It is time 
for British racing to unite and 
speak loudly with one voice.” 

Unfortunately, - however, 
SaviH’s plan does not meet 
with everyone's approval. 
Many believe the programme 
Is already overloaded but Sa- 
vin's projections are for an- 
other 1*500 horses to training 
and another 650 races a year. . 

His estimate Is that these, 
additional races would gener- 
ate extra betting turnover -of 
around £150 million. • . 

• Today's scheduled meeting 
at Hexham was called off after 
an inspection yesterday, 
parts of the course are : 
waterlogged. 
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14 SPORTS NEWS 


The Guardian Wednesday December 9 1998 


Champions League, Group D: Manchester United v Bayern Munich 


Moment of truth for United 


David Lacey on Aiex Ferguson’s attempt 
tonight to lead the Old Trafford club to their 
third quarter-final stage in as many years 



EVER was there a 
better time for 
• Manchester 
United to abandon 
the spirit of giv- 
ing, Christmas or no Christ- 
mas. When Bayern Munich 
come to Old Trafford tonight 
Alex Ferguson’s players 
would do wen to ignore those 
seasonal ghosts that persuade 
misers to become 
philanthropists. 

Up to now United have been 
happy to trade goals with Bar- 
celona and Bayern and fill 
their nets against Brondby. 
But this evening they cannot 
afford the generosity which 
has repeatedly cost them win- 
ning positions, one in Munich 
at the end of September. 

After a stuttering start 
Manchester United are on the 
brink of qualifying for the 
quarter-finals for the third 
time in successive tourna- 
ments. Victory over Bayern 
would take them to the knock- 
out stage as group winners 
and while a draw might stQl 
be enough, this is not 
guaranteed. 

Bayern, on the other hand, 
know that avoiding defeat 
will be sufficient to win 
Group D. Two victories over 
Barcelona and a win a gains t 
Brand by have left them in top 
place with 10 points, one 
ahead of United. 


United. In Munich Paul 
Scholes strode through their 
defence to score like a man 
cutting com. Tonight Bayern 
will be hard pressed to keep 
up with the movement and in- 
terpassing of Dwight Yorke 
and Andy Cole, and with 
Ryan Giggs back on the left 
the odds are that their cover 
will be blown more than once. 

The return of Giggs 
following a broken bone in a 
foot should tip what promises 
to be a finely balanced game 
in United’s favour. While 
Jesper Blomqvist has been a 
highly effective deputy, Giggs 
at his best will terrorise any 
defence and after coming off 
the United bench at Totten- 
ham anH Aston Villa, the 
Welshman should now be 
ready. 

Yet theirs has to be a con- 
trolled performance. The 
quicker Roy Keane and 
Scholes establish command 
over Stefan Effenberg and 
Jens Jeremies in midfi eld the 
better it will be for Old Traf- 
ford ’s peace of mind. 

Equally important will be 
the consistency with which 
Wes Brown stems the ad- 
vance of Bixente Lizarazu on 
the Bayern left, and the close- 
ness or the watch kept by 
Jaap Stam and Gary Neville 
on Giovane Elber. 

United cannot afford to 


Manchester United 


Earnings so far - 

Champions League appearance 
fed: £305,000 


Money per win S4S&500. Two 
' wins so far. £905400 


. Money per draw £226,00). 
Three drawer £678,000 


Potential e a rning s 

Wto v Bayern. C455L500 

Quarter-final appearance fee: 
£1,357,300 

Somi-ftnal appoarance fee; 
£1,470,000 


Sham of TV pool: £1,360,000 


Winners’ prtza money. 
£2,262,000 


Hojna gate receipts (inciucfing 
Bayern): 

£3 million 


Runners-op pnze money: 
£1,810,000 


Further home g«e receipts: 
£2mRBon 


Total: £6,057,000 


Total; £9,352,000 


GRAND TOTAL: £16, 209,000 


Should Manchester United 
finish second with 10 points 
they could well qualify as one 
of the two best runners-up. 
Their routs of Brondby have 
left them nine to the good on 
goal difference and nobody is 
likely to match that, but the 
second-placed teams In 
Groups B and C could finish 
with more points. 

United, therefore, have to 
win to avoid the kind of anxi- 
ety experienced in marginal 
seats on election night Play- 
ing for a draw is not in their 
nature. What they have to 
guard against is a reversion 
to the gung-ho approach 
which has cost them so dearly 
in Champions Leagues past 
and present Two seasons ago 
Ottmar Hitzfeld’s Borussia 
Dortmund side, already 1-0 
up from the first leg, stunned 
Old Trafford with an early 
goal which virtually ended 
Ferguson’s hopes of reaching 
the finaL 

Now Hitzfeld's Bayern team 
will be seeking similar oppor- 
tunities to catch United cold. 
•‘I don't think they'll be kill- 
ing themselves to beat us," 
Ferguson mused yesterday. 
“A draw will suit them and 
the/U probably defend deep." 

Maybe so, but Bayern can- 
not risk exposing their 
sweeper, the 37-year-old 
Lothar Matthfius, to the speed 
of a Manchester United attack 
which this season has taken 
Europe’s breath away. 

Bayern are as prone to un- 
forced errors at the back as 


allow Bayern the space an- 
other Brazilian, Rivaldo, was 
given at Nou Camp two weeks 
ago. when Barcelona threat- 
ened to run away with the 
game until Yorke and Cole 
restored order. Bayern may 
he suspect at the back but will 
surely have more resilience 
than the injury-hit Barcelona 
defence showed that night 

Whatever happens Old 
Trafford should have yet an- 
other night to remember. "At 
this level of football the chal- 
lenge is bound to make you 
nervous," said Ferguson, 
“but it is also exciting." 

If the game produces half 
the excitement, along with 
the attacking quality, of the 
3-3 draw in Barcelona It will 
still be one to savour. What 
Manchester United will not 
want is a repetition of their 
home match against Barce- 
lona, when they were held to 
3-3 after leading 2-0. 

Manchester United’s pro- 
lific habits have brought 
them 19 goals in five Champi- 
ons League games, four more 
than the next highest scorers, 
Real Madrid, but only Sturm 
Graz and, not surprisingly, 
Brondby, have conceded more 
than United’s 10. A quiet 1-0 
win tonight would leave Fer- 
guson well satisfied. 


Uni tod (probable): 
Schmelchel: Brown. Slam. G Neville. 
Irwin; Beckham. Keane, Scholes, QIook 
Y orke. Cole. 


Bejrerw Munich (possible): Kahn; 
Mettiibue: Babbel. Llnke; Slrunz. 
Jaremlas. Elfenberg, Lizarazu: Easier. 
Janchar, Elber. 

i: D Jo! {Hon and). 



Old flapper . . .Bayern see Schmeichel as United’s weak link after the error that reprieved them in Munich 


Elber chips at the chinks 
in Schmeichel’s armour 


Daniel Taylor finds Bayern Munich in loudly confident mood 


P ETER SCHMEICHEL’S 
faltering Manchester 
United career reached 
a new low last night when 
he was pinpointed as the 
weak link in their make-up 
by Bayern Munich's Brazil- 
ian striker Giovane Elber. 

Elber profited from one 
of Schmelchel’s greatest 
mistakes to earn the Ger- 
man side a last-minute 
draw in the Champions 
League match at the Olym- 
pic Stadium In Munich In 
September. 

If United foil to reach the 
quarter-finals, the goal- 
keeper’s clanger, when he 
collided with Jaap Stam in 
an attempt to clear a harm- 
less throw-in and left Elber 
with an open goat will be 
seen as the pivotal point In 
their qualifying campaign. 
Schmelchel, who recently 


announced his intention to 
leave Old Trafford at the 
end of the season and 
return to the Continent, 
also committed two costly 
errors against Barcelona 
last -month at the Nou 
Camp. It is clear Bayern 
have been paying close at- 
tention to the once invinci- 
ble Danish international 
during their pre-match 
preparations. 

"Schmeichel has been at 
fault for Manchester 
United in recent European 
and league games and it is 


Group D 


P W D 
5 3 I 

Utd 5 2 3 

5 1 2 
5 1 0 

H—i4Nnn fixtures TofZxy? Brondby v 
Barcelona; Man UU v Bayern Munich. 


L F A Pt» 

1 a s io 

0 19 10 8 

2 9 9 S 
4 4 16 3 


our job to capitalise,** said 
Elber. 

"We have studied videos 
of recent games to see Unit- 
ed's weaknesses and 
strengths as part of our 
preparations and they 
show that Schmeichel has 
made a big mistake in 
nearly every match. 

"We are all hoping that it 
happens again. It is dear 
that United are very strong 
in attack but they have 
problems In defence and we 
must take advantage." 

Bayern’s 18-man squad 
arrived in a typically rain- 
swept Manchester yester- 
day afternoon and had a 
light training session at Old 
Trafford where their coach 
Ottmar BQtzfeld was suit- 
ably unimpressed by the 
condition of a pitch resem- 
bling a patchwork quilt. 


Wenger’s depleted troops set for pre-Christmas stuffing 


Jon Brodkln In Athens 


N O ONE couhl have 
blamed Arsenal's de- 
pleted squad had they 
pleaded a touch of the Dennis 
Bergkamps and chosen not to 
fly here at all Travelling 1,500 
miles for the Group E match 
where victory will be mean- 
ingless is bad enough. Doing 
so without most of yoor first- 


team »squ ad looks a recipe for 
a pre-Christmas stuffing. 

Their manager Arsene 
Wenger at Least brightened 
the mood yesterday by finally 
signing a 3yi-year extension 
to his contract It was, he 
said, a straightforward deci- 
sion despite several tempting 
offers to move abroad. 

"I took into consideration 
the fact that I have a lot of 
players on long contracts and 


the fact that I am happy 
here.” he said. "I don’t want 
to move at the moment to a 
different country. I don’t 
want to go back to France to 
manage — ever. But I see a 
move after my managerial 
career as a director or presi- 
dent of a club somewhere. In 
England If s impossible but In 
France it’s possible.” 

Yet the Arsenal fans need 
not worry about Wenger 


swapping the sausages of 
Highbury for the caviar of the 
boardroom Just yet The con- 
tract, he emphasised, has no 
get-out clauses: 'T don't ac- 
cept it for the players, though 
it would be difficult for me.” 

This evening’s fixture 
promises to be more problem- 
atic. Of the regular cast only 
David Seaman and Nicolas 
Anelka look certain to play, 
though given Arsenal's injury 


jinx they met yet slip in the 
shower and join a casualty 
list which Includes Marc 
Overman, Tony Adams, Pat- 
rick Vieira, Emmanuel Petit 
and Nigel Winterbum. 

With Lee Dixon and Ray 
Parlour suspended and Fred- 
rik Ljungberg ineligible it is 
probably just as well that Ar- 
senal’s hdpes of reaching the 
quarter-finals were ended by 
Lens a fortnight ago. 


A stronger Arsenal side lost 
5-0 to Chelsea in the Wor- 
thington Cup last month and 
Panathlnaikos have a 2-1 de- 
feat at Wembley to avenge 
and could yet reach the next 
round. A win in the Olympic 
Stadium will suffice if Lens 
and Dynamo Kiev draw the 
group's other match. 


Arowaal (possible) 4-4-2: Seaman; 
GriraandL Bould, Upson. Oronein; Vivas, 
Mena at Oarae. Boa Mode: wren. Anelka. 


Team talk 
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Results 


Football 


Vfeo(0)1 
fimrlvo 57 


UEFA CUP 

Third rotmd, second lag 
LtanMoMOIO 

30-289 

Wl 

Panai (0) 3 angora (1) 1 

Balbo 47 Alberti 23 

Bara 03 17,000 

Chins 66 (pen) 

(SUSP 4-2) 

Lyon 4 Club Bruges 3 (age: 5-3), Real 
Bow 1 Bologna 0 (2-4); Bordeaux 0 
Grasshopper* Zurich 0 (3-3; BOnfeeuk 
won on sway goals]. 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
Flr«t Division 


( 0)1 
Arrthnrtxjs 64 
6.007 


West Bran, (1) 1 

Hughes 35 (pen) 


CvyAUrf Mae* (0) 1 Tranme re (0) 1 
Jansen SB Thompson 66 

12X10 


Second Division 


York (1) 3 
Totem 13 
Holmes 49 (eg) 


CM) 1 
Hotmaa 22 
2.07b 


AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 
Rr*» round 
Northern Section 
tedweel W) O Stake (1) 2 

Kflvanagh 10 (pen) 


1.7SP 


Thorne 78 


Bonday(Q)0 

3.386 


(0)1 
Mac Kan 57 


(») 1 Hvflqwol (0) 2 

Shelton 13 . Howard 46 

960 BnglmweJl 1 Q 2 

(Hartlepool won on golden goal) 
Maco lo rtl nld (01 o Wrexham (0) 1 

304 Eowaros 48 

Btan C Id) 1 Ma non c fal io; 2 

Allsopp 74 Peacock. 52 (pen). 56 

3.007 


Rodwtami (0) 0 Wigan (1) 3 

1J225 Barlow 24 (pent 

Warns 49. Balmer GO 


pompoms* Notts Co v Hull. 


Southern Section 


(»i* 
Fictcnor 9. Gax 7B 

Br w lfanl ( 1 ) 3 
Hreworaswi 42 
Rowlands 49 


W mw Sn g |0) O 


101 o 

1.580 


P a t ortmeugh (3j 3 L Orient pj C 

Broughton 31. McKenzie 38 
Edwards 40 


12) * 

Aopfebr 12 . Smith 21 
Bird 84. 30 


KOI 1 
McQcbh 82 
1.017 


TENNEinS SCOTTISH CUP 
Hrstnwmd r*P**T 


LMngatoa (1) 3 Dumb a rto n (0) O 
Wilson 1«(og] 1,054 

Remind 70, angham SO 
(Uuingasxi awuy to Inverness) 


SCOTTISH BBT DIVISION 
Mfe PJ) 1 Hn mt en (1) 1 

BrHton 80 Tatt 10 

1.943 

HliHB HffATWfl MATCHr Dr Martens 
League 0 fa Md. 

umeoHD UA«» fe ntdan wa c<*h 
I iuii art wadi Mstpoaedi Altrincham i 
Leigh RM. 


Ain. 

POKT1RS UHfllA Prer uln DMoioa 
Evertan 0 Aslan VWn 0. feral Mvfafea 
Coventry 0 Bamdey H Shell Wed 1 WoL 

Ytfhgnntwi 2, 

AVON IN SURAH c* COMBINATION, 

KnK DhUm Tottenham 0 Wattard 0. 
nmiinnirtt wear Ham V Oxford (now 
today). 

(UDMAM LOAOUBi BoruSsIn Uancftang. 
laaooch 0 Warder Bremen 1. 


Cambridge C v Burton 


Rugby Union 


VARSITY WATCHi Sawrfas Bowt 
Oxford ig Cambridge 13- ; 
CMEtTSNHAM * OUWOWnffll CUP] 
Suoondromt *— « Brtrt rt v Moseley 
or Nori tw upiion; Let cwter w Rugby v 
Bedford & Cove ntry; W atertiw v Enter 
Umdon Ssofosh » Cweii or Sale; Saracens 

v Bath; Newcosde « London wmsn v 


Richmond: Best Loser One v Best Loser 
Two; Gloucester v Leeds flea to bo 
played between February 17 and a*. 

American Football 

HFIj Tampa Boy 34 Green Bay 22. 

Cricket 


70UH MATCHi Napier (NZ): InOa 103 
(Penn 4-43. Blnfee 3-28. Mason 3-41. Oram 
W) and 54-0. Central DMrlcfo XI 336 fC 
Spearman 85. j Engl afield 63. M Sinclair 
S2; Mohaniy 4-69. Prasad 3-100. 


Hockey 


EHAWOMBfW CUP. PMt-roirod dram 

Aldridge v Often; Billing toun or East- 
Bnume v Fyffoa Leicester or ShefflehJ; 
panter&ury v Doncaster, CiHhnakvd » 
Uiuohbwo Students; Dulwteh or Carton 
(towers) v Ipswfoh; Eni.ng v Blaridburn 
Nonhem or Slough; Higmowe or Sher- 
wood « Tulsa Hill; Woking Swifts v Brad- 
ford. Matches to be played on Sun FM> 14. 


Ice Hockey 


JJWj NT Rangers G Toronto S Calgary 2 
Dallas s. 


Nordic Skiing 


WDBUt CUR tMrtan). Cr 


nrtnb rWMrts: Mom 1. M Frmmte- 
■on (Swo); 2. P Sctuidunriodor (Qar); 3. T 
tTVdnhsttsn (Swe). 4. O-a Hfotmesct 
jHor 1 : 5, T Amo Hotfond (Mori; & A Pnlo- 
!* . <Rn l : 7 - 0 o Cento (II). 0. M Gondlar 
lAut). Overall aUndlnga (aRar two 
nounds): 1 . Fradrtkssan isopta; 2. P Slofo- 
600 (Swe) lEh 3 =. B DuaMIfl (Nor): 


f 


UefaCup, third round, second leg 

Parma 3 Rangers 1 (agg4-2) 


Italian twist 

lands Rangers 
in a heap 


Patrick Oleim In Parma 


l ANGERS wore 


Q 

I . V yesterday as ship: 

I 1 played n blinder at the 
Ennio Tardini Stadium. Ironi- 
cally it was the Scottish team’s 
| own Italians, rather that Par- 
ma's, who were the biggest 
problem. 

, Having taken a first-half 
! lead and established a rhythm 
which created problems for 
Parma, Rangers began their 
! descent into ignominy when 
the defender Sergio Porrini 
was sent off a few seconds be- 
| fore the Interval. 

His fellow Italian and 
Rangers’ captain Lorenzo 
Amoruso, produced an even 
greater aberration later when 
he deliberately handled the 
ball in an un threatening posi- 
I tion to give the Parma the 
penalty from which they put 
the tie beyond reach. 

in those appalling mo- 
' ments. Rangers did not so 
much shoot themselves in the 
foot as put the gun to their 
! temple. They could not hope 
to survive such action as the 
tournament favourites 
showed themselves capable of 
I exploiting good fortune. 

Until they equalised early 
in tbe second half. Parma had 
looked unlikely to capitalise 
on having the most accom- 
plished player on view in 
| Juan Sebastian Veron. The 
Argentinian’s prompting had 
produced little response from 
his strikers. 

Nevertheless. Abel Balbo 
missed an easy chance for 
Parma before, in the 28th 
minute, Jorg Alberts gave 
Rangers the lead. Roberto 
Sensini’s nonchalant pass 
was directed straight at Al- 
bert!. who moved forward. 
, shrugged off Senslni and 
drove a low. left-foot shot 
from the edge of the area to 
the left of Gianluigi Buffon. 


With Rangers’ primary ob- 
jective achieved — they had 
to score to survive — they 
took the heat mu Parma’s 
attacks. But Porrini. having 
been booked only two min- 
utes earlier for n foul on 
Veron. launched a late chal- 
lenge on the mine player and 
was sent off for his second 
bookable offence. The 10 meu 
held out for only three min- 
utes of the second half 

Veron again Initiated the 
damage, delivering a tatantn- 
llsing centre from the right 
that Colin Hendry and Amor- 
uso miscalculated, rhe boll 
dropping behind them to En- 
rico Chlesa. The striker 
headed it across and Balbo 
tapped in. 

Rangers could do little to 
prevent the «2nd- minute, goal 
which gave Parma the lead. 
Venn's five-kick was bonded 
nut by Alberts: to Stefano 
Fiore! who had replaced 
Alain Boghussinn six minutes 
earlier, and he drove fero- 
ciously from Uu yards high to 
the lefr of Anttt Niemi. 

Then, five umutes later, 
came Amoruso’s blunder. 
Veron ‘s long ball towards the 
right side of the Rangers' area 
would probably have found 
Chiesa close to the dead-ball 
line but with no team -mate to 
pass to. Amoruso chose to 
stop the ball with his hand. 
Chiesa took, the- penalty, slid- 
ing it low to the left or N’ii-mi. 

Afterwards Rangers’ man- 
ager Dick Advucnut criticised 
the referee: "Then* was no 
reason to give that second yel- 
low card to Porrini and it 
changed the game. Don't put 
the blame on Amoniso and 
Porrini. What happened to 
them Is part of the game.” 


Hnu tJ-4-1-. 1 ) Outtoii. Inman. 
SanMnl Cannanwo. Fww iWvn'n Mown. 
BagglQ. Bnghi»siart l F ii wo. CA>. Hrruiriwi; 
Vmon; Baiba. Chuiii (Crcnuv 731 
Itoaiare |4~4-.’v Mmtni. PnrtiiK Handrv. 
Amaruaa Numan. D Fiuguwrtt iMilier. SDL 
I Fwgunon. ¥0(1 BrancLifors!. AitmiC 
WaUaca (Aimw>. .Vi, Dm in iV.dmrv :VJ| 

T Hauga i Norway 1 
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Wise must rise to 
home occasion 


"It is the job of the coach 
to be well informed about 
the opposition and I am 
ItaQy aware about every- 
thing — from the danger 
players to the problems 
with the pitch.” he said. 

Hitzfeld, who master- 
minded Borussia Dort- 
mund's victory over United 
in the semi-finals two years 
ago, was strikingly com- 
posed daring a packed 
press conference at the 
Manchester Marriott Hotel 
and Country Club. 

“I would say without any 
shadow of a doubt that Bay- 
ern are better than the 
Dortmund side.” he said. 
“We had a bad start in the 
qualifiers and If we can go 
through this so-called 
Group of Death as winners 
it would be nothing short of 
sensational. In our current 
position, however, I am 
sure we can go through to 
the quarter-finals and win 
tne competition. 

"The German national 
team and club sides have a 
good record against the 
English and my players 
know from the past that a 
German team can win In 
Manchester. We have 
respect, but no fear.” 


Russell Thomas 


D ennis wise is set to 
captain Chelsea 
against Aston Villa 
tonight knowing it is likely to 
be his last Stamford Bridge 
performance until mid-Janu- 
ary. hardly leadership by 
example as the manager 
Gianluca Vialli presses for 
his team to become unques- 
tionable rather than potential 
title contenders. 

Wise's three-game ban, hav- 
ing the effect of ruling him 
out of future home Premier- 
ship matches until January 
16. should see the captain 
striving to make the most of 
rare opportunity against the 
leaders which, incidentally 
marks the midfielder’s first 
Stamford Bridge start in the 
league this campaign. 

Wise's third suspension 
this season is all the more un- 
fortunate because of worries 
over his free-scoring fellow 
midfielder Gustavo Poyet, 
who has just visited a special- 
ist for a scan on the knee trou- 
ble sustained at Evert on on 
Saturday. 

A victory to follow Chel- 
sea's Worthington Cup win 
over Villa will send Vlalli's 
team up Into third place, a 
point behind Manchester 
United and two behind John 
Gregory's team. 

Gregory must decide 
whether to keep faith with the 
scoring Julian Joachim or re- 
call Btan Collymore, whose ill- 
ness and then suspension kept 
him out of the last two games. 

Dean Saunders's transfer to 
Benfica could see ShpfrtoM 


United signing two strikers 
from the Portuguese club. 
United have been offered the 
former West Ham striker Hugo 
Porfirio and the Swede Martin 
Pringle in an exchange deaL 
Both clubs are short of 


money. Benfica would rather 
offload two players in whom 
United's manager Steve 
Bruce has shown persistent 
interest than pay a fee of 
about £400.000. 

But Graeme Souness’s club 
have committed themselves 
to signing Saunders by what- 
ever method. The Welsh 
striker has been paraded be- 
fore fans In Portugal already. 

David Batty has completed 
his £4.4 million return to 
Leeds from Newcastle while 
Rangers may sign Stefan KIos 
before Christmas after the 
Borussia Dortmund goal- 
keeper was given permission 
to talk to the Ibrox club. 

Manchester United's c hair - 
man Martin Edwards has 
agreed to meet supporters op- 
posed to Sky's proposed 
£623.4 million takeover. He wili 
meet members of the Indepen- 
dent Manchester United Sup- 
porters Association (IMUSAJ 
at Old Trafford tomorrow. 

IMUSA has been trying for 
three years to persuade Ed- 
wards to see them over other 
issues, so the meeting repre- 
sents a breakthrough for the 
fans' group. 

The former Bristol City 
mana ger John Ward is set to 
become Colin Lee's No. 2 at 
Wolves. Ward, who left City 
last month, will move to Mo- 
lineux on a non-contract basis 
and was due to meet Lee last 
night at a reserve match with 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

Hartlepool have launched 
an investigation into an al- 
leged incident in the players' 
lounge at Fulham after the 
North-east club’s 4-2 FA Cup 
second-round defeat on 
Saturday. 

Kevin Keegan's club have 
contacted Hartlepool after 
claims of a clash between 
their Argentinian midfielder 
Gustavo Di Lena and Ful- 
ham’S Simon Morgan. 


SchUdtartodar BO; &, Htttand T4. v«mn 
i. A Moan (Nor); 2. A MX I {Slovan); A B 
Martlnaan (Mar); 4. K Marodar (tt); 5, S 
WRcnsuve (Fr); 8. K Neumann ova (Cz); 7. 
M Henkel (Gar): 8. B Abrosht (feritz). 
CteortMl ■tandnsa (alter two rounds): 1. 
Neumannova I40pta; 2, Mean 114; 3. 5 
Bahnondo (II) KL 4. Martinson 82; G, Mall 
BO. 


Snooker 


I MAST BIS (Bingen); Hm 
round* * Lm (Eng) tx A Mammon (Eng) 


Fixtures 


(7.45 union stated) 

Football 


CHAMPIONS UMOUBi Oran Ai CroMIk 
Zaqrao v OtympUikos; FC Porto v AJw. 
droop Be AOilMc Bilbao v GaJamsnrajr. 
Juvormn » Rosenborg BK. tarot** a Roal 
Madrid v Spartak Moscow; 8K Sturm Gras 
v Intar Milan, O mp B* Brondby « Barce- 
lona: Man Utd v Bayern Munich, (kana A 
Lens y Dynamo Wav: PanathlnaHRia v 
Areanal. Oroap P> KaWtratautoro v HjK 
HoteinkL PEV Eindhoven v EtenHca. 

PA CANL1MO PmMMRSHlPi Choteaa V 

Aston Win. 

AUTO WMOSCnOMS SHOaja* SeoOf 
am Iwfl t w feral round) MUlwnfl v 
CordlK, 

SCOTTISH PRKMim LBACKIRi St John- 
stone v HMfW. 


niPAKSKNTATIVK MATCHi Rymftn 
Aeoguo vFA XI (7 30). 

UNIBOND LNAOUB PreaUomV Op 
TT rafrm uml raylayt Wilton Alb v Runcorn 
(730) Saoond round* Gainsborough v 
Sialybridga Snoond -round roplayi 
Btohap Auckland v Farstary Cnbic. 

RYMAM UUUHHb THrd DteWaM Sou- 
thall v C lapto n (7 30) 

DR MAHTWfc LSAQUS CUP) PM 
vtoroda imnd lagt Rromaoruvo Rvrs v 
HotoSdwon Tn: Solihull Bor v BinlnnaH 
IMS TRAINS LEACHMk feaedB Trophy] 
la—nd ranwh St HoIdos Tn v Ronaen- 
dato utd 

«*OHTms UUfllnk Prorotor DMatom 

Sfokn v Loads (7.0) Mr#*, «.1an Cl^ v 0«- 
ham (70). MMdhuihrough v Bolten (7.01. 
Truimera v On mo by (7 is). Wrot B*ym v 
Part Vuto (7 0) Saeand, Hu*tenh«d v 
Scaroorouon (7.0). Uneoin v Roiiwnam 
12.01. Wraxham v snnd uto (?w. voik v 
Slack Don (7 0|. ThMi Cnwiortliilii V (tell 
12-01: Dailtngtan v Rucmuin tr 0). walsaK 
v Wigan (2,0) La— i n Cum Ora— Un 
Snmnotea v LaluuuLw (7 0) 

AVON (MSURANC* COMBINATION! 
Mrol DMatoro BrinMoid w Brighton (20): 
Charlton <t wycambn (7.01: CtMehmuw v 
Nortnamonn (20i. QUIlngluni * Rtmang 
(201. Ipnuncti v Cnmbrkiim i.’O). Sautn- 
ampfon V Fubutm 17 Jill Wunblouon v Dw- 
nnt (7^0). Bi.<u<nanwuih v Lum iI.D). 
HI Ham v Ox! art) Utd ,J 3(1). 

HIOHLAND LHAOU3, BuCkto Thmlo v 
PMwhaaa (&0L ksiid v Cini-nuMucann 
l?S0): Romos v Hurmy i7 301 


Rugby League 


IMTnilATIONALi Wains Sludants y 
Franco Stuihinta (70. Gloowonn WmJrol 
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Doable act .. . Hall. left, and Shepherd 


RAOUL DKON 


Disgraced 

pair make 
comeback 


JuBa Finch on the fall-out from the return of 
Hafl and Shepherd to Newcastle’s pic board 


T HE disgraced Newcas- 
tle United directors 
Douglas Hall and 
Freddy Shepherd 
forced their way back on to 
the club’s pic board yester- 
day prompting the chairman 
and two other independent 
directors to resign in protest. 

Bat in a move interpreted 
as a huge vote of no confi- 
dence after the appointment 
of the two directors. Newcas- 
tle’s stockbrokers BT Alex 
Brown International Limi ted 
also resigned. By the end .of 
trading last night Newcastle’s 
pic’s share price was down 
3&p to 94V£p. 

The chairman Denis Cas- 
sidy and the directors John 
Josephs and Tom Fenton 
went when a fourth indepen- 
dent director, John Fender, 
threw his weight behind the 
chib’s three fUH-time direc- 
tors. who were backing Hall 
and Shepherd. Fender is a for- 
mer director of Cameron Hall 
Developments, Douglas Hall’s 
family company. 

Freddie Fletcher, the club’s 
chief executive, has been ap- 
pointed acting chairman 
while the directors search for 
a new independent chai rman. 
He explained his decision to 
back Hall and Shepherd say- 
ing: *1 don’t think it is unrea- 
sonable for 65 per cent share- 
holders in want to be on the 
boar d. It Is better to work 
with them.” 

Last night It was unclear 


why Hall ^nd Shepherd, who 
were ousted in March after 
newspaper revelations about 
their personal lives which in- 
cluded dis para ging remarks 
by them about Newcastle 
fans, had decided they must 
regain full control now. 

Under the terms of the 
club's flotation on the stock 
market last May, the two men 
had to agree not to sell any 
shares for an extended period. 
But from next Monday they 
are free to do so, prompting 
speculation that a takeover 
. bid could be on the way. 

Yesterday Fletcher insisted 
there had been no talks with 


potential buyers and no bid 
approaches. A source dose to 
Hall and Shepherd suggested 
the recent £8 million pur- 
chase of the striker Duncan 
Ferguson from Everton had 
been the turning point 

Hall and Shepherd had 
been allowed to rejoin the 
management of the fnrrf hflTi 
club in July which allowed 
them to negotiate transfers, 
but they were obliged to get 
final permission from the 
main board before signing 
any contracts. 

An associate of Hall said 
the two directors found the 
Ferguson negotiations “tortu- 
ous’* and that it bad been a 
factor in their decision to get 
back on the main board. 

Fletcher, however, denied 
that there had been any prob- 
lems concerning transfer 
deals. He said: “Money for 
players was never an issue.” 

Cassidy, who is in line for 
compensation of some 
£100.000. took the top job five 
months ago. He claims he was 
given a written assurance 
that Hall and Shepherd would 
not attempt to make a swift 
comeback to the boardroom. 
But advisers for Hall and 
Shepherd insist Cassidy was 
given no written guarantees. 

The three resignations yes- 
terday mean that 10 directors 
have left the club since they 
joined the Stock Exchange 


One financial analyst said 
yesterday: "The chib cannot 
go forward if it continues to 
permanently charge, people in 
top positrons!” Serious" inves- 
tors have been wary of the 
vast Influence wielded by Hall 
and Shepherd ever since the 
flotation 18 months ago. Un- 
like Manchester United, New- 
castle have no long-term insti- 
tutional investors. . 

John Began, secretary of the 
Independent Newcastle Sup- 
porters’ Association, reacted to 
the news' by saying: "Most 
supporter s are totally bored 
with all the shenanigans. 
There is no stability at file chib 
and our only hope is that it 
doesn’t affect the team.” 


Miller parts company with Dons 


A LEX MILLER'S ill-fated 
/Yreign as the manager of 
Aberdeen ended yesterday 
as he parted company with 
the club by mutual consent. 

Scotland's assistant man- 
ager, who has presided oyer 
three wins in 17 Premier 
League games fids season, 
was on borrowed time after 
a 3-0 home defeat by Dundee 
United 11 days ago and effec- 
tively done for after the 4-0 
loss at Kxtmamock on Satur- 
day which left the Pittodrie 
club bottom of the table. 

Paul Hegarty, Miner’s as- 


sistant. and the dab’s di- 
rector of football Keith 
Burfdnshaw will take con- 
trol on an interim basis. 

Hegarty, the former Scot- 
land international, will be 
a contender for the job 
while the former Dons 
striker Mark McGhee is out 
of work and available after 
galling to restore the for- 
tunes odf Wolves. 

Miller led the Dons to 
safety after Roy Aifken was 
sacked in November 1997 
and briefly took them to the 
top of the table this term. 


Cricket 



Dawd Hopps and Greg Baum in Melbourne on fines kept secret after taking bookie’s money 



USTRALIAN 
cricket has be- 
come entangled in 
one of the greatest 
turns in its 
history as outrage sounded 
over the involvement of 
two of their cricketing folk 
heroes, Shane Warne and 
Mark Waugh, in the inter- 
national betting scandaL 
After four years of se- 
crecy , and persistent official 
denials, the Australian 
Cricket Board was yester- 
day forced . to admit that 
Warne and Wangh had been 
fined for providing informa- 
tion. to an Indian bookmaker 
during Australia's tour of 
Sri Lanka in 1994. 

Waugh was reportedly 
fined SA10.000 (£4,000] and 


Warne $A8,000. Waugh 
refused to answer questions 
yesterday, saying: *T don't 
know where you got your in- 
formation from, I don't 
know if that’s right.” 

Malcolm Speed, the chief 
executive of the ACB, 
repeatedly stressed that 
Warne and Waugh were not 
embroiled in the corrupt 
match-rigging episodes that 
have formed cricket’s 
greatest crisis of the mod- 
ern age, and which have 
been the subject of a Paki- 
stan judicial inquiry. 

“There is no suggestion 
whatsoever of any match 
fixing," Speed said. Never- 
theless, Warne and 
Waugh’s allegations of at- 
tempted bribery have 


formed a central role In the 
bribery affair, which 
makes Australia’s cover-up 

<mwii»nw 1j damaging. 

The bribes crisis took hold 
early in 1995 when Warne 
and Waugh, supported by 
the former Australian off- 
spinner Tim May, asserted 
that they had been offered 
bribes by the former Paki- 
stan captain Salim Mahk to 
throw matches daring Aus- 
tralia’s tour af that c oun try 
the previous year. 

What was never revealed 
was that Warne and Wangh 
had been secretly fined by 
the ACB around 
time after it became evident 
they bad been paid by an In- 
dian bookmaker on a previ- 
ous tour of Sri Tji>v» for 


providing basic cricketing 
Information: the weather 
forecast, team changes, state 
of the pitch and so on. 

If the players had some ex- 
plaining to do at an emer- 
gency press conference doe 
to take place in Adelaide 
today, the board itself stood 
accused of dishonesty and 
evasiveness. 

The players’ allegations 
against miw mjHV were 
made public by the ACB 
only after a leak to the 
Sydney Morning Herald 
gave them no choice. Even 
cricket’s international gov- 
erning body, the Interna- 
tional Cricket Council, 
pleaded that it lacked the 
necessary powers to lannch 
its own investigation, al- 


though a code of conduct 
banning such practices has 


now been drawn up. 

The ICC is also consider- 
ing the formation of its own 
match-fixing tribunal next 
month once the Pakistan 
commission of Inquiry has 
announced Its findings. 

Wangh gave evidence to 
that Inquiry in Lahore in 
September and the lawyer 
for the Pakistan board. AU 
Sibtaln Fazli. accepted yes- 
terday that his credibility as 
a witness “might be a little 
shaken” by the disclosures. 

It has long been contended 
that Aslan bookmakers 
have sought a contact in 
every Test nation. England 
have so for remained div- 
orced from the whole affair, 
but the sensitivity of the lat- 
est Australian revelations 
coaid yet leave the England 


and Wales Cricket Board 
obliged to conduct Its own 
internal investigation. 

The ACE's official inquiry 
into Warne Waugh's In- 
volvement in India's Illegal 
betting industry was con- 
ducted by Graham Halblsh 
and Alan Crompton, chief 
executive and chairman of 
the ACB at the time. 

Halblsh, evasive on the 
Issue for two years, said yes- 
terday: “I'm not buying Into 
It. I decided some years ago, 
wisely or otherwise, not to 
keep my diaries. 1 think 111 
stick to that.” 

• Aamir Sohail has been 
retained as Pakistan's cap- 
tain on a 9-3 vote for the 
remaining two Tests against 
Zimbabwe despite the bar- 
rage of public criticism 
which followed defeat in the 
opening game In Peshawar. 


Tour match: Victoria v England XI 


Parting of the ways for Thorpe 


MkeMwqrfaiiMboanw 


■■■HE England team flew 
to Adelaide last night 

■ with mixed feelings. 

■ having enjoyed a tol- 
erable pre-Test workout in 
the drawn match at the MCG 
but knowing that they mast 
attempt to get back into the 
Test series Without Graham 
Thorpe, their most successful 
Ashes batsman who simulta- 
neously caught a flight torw 

An early decision had been 
made to repatriate Thorpe, 
whose batk problem flared up 
a gain during the third day of 
the mafoh against Victoria. 
Under the circumstances it 
was the only .sensible course 
of action both for the player. 
Who wants to re gain foil and 
permanent fitness as soon as 
possible, and for the rest of 
the team, who must have 
been distracted by not know- 
ing from one day to the next 
what his participation would 
be. 

There are no immediate 
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Exclusive lunch offer 
at Blue Print Cafe 

Plus entry to the Design Museum 



VWth good food and great design so pram&wnt ii 
British cuttu-e at the moment, whal batter way to 
spend a day than by combining two at London’s 
Design Museum? During OcJoOar and November 
you can advantage of our exclusive offer ctf a 
two-course kineb at Kuo Print Caf6 and entry to tfi* 
Eames etiitjiflon at ttie Design Museum - el for just 
£15. Located in the museum, with spectactfar views 
' ovsrtfte Thames, Blu# Print C/dS features Jereiuy 
Lea's excellent menu which makes the "wet of neeh 
frraodfents and simple. Out detetom, flawow*. 

After lunch, make a visit to the Design Museum 
which is currently exhibiting a Guanto" sponsored 
‘ mpecdw featuring foe Wbik of Charles and 


of contemporary design. 

Tb take advantage of tftie o«0c you muat wrw 
make your reservation hi advance i by ““[>9 
0171 3787031 end quoting "foe OReT. 


Shad Thames, London SE1 Nearest tub« Tower Hffl 

isr* . 


TWim end ccn dMW 
.MM** 2. Rtodmcm 
booking. S .Oftgte v qfldseirty ^ ya* 
win Dec 30. iflBk 4. B*iy jjc ftdtet oOw 

Ifcoewn can oidy bo eoie^wl tmm 8tue Pit* 

CM* «t*w 1km ol.yW lunch. 


plans to call up a replacement 
and now Engla n d cam concen- 
trate on the job in hand; it 
might even serve to increase 
their focus, such nan be the 
effect of adversity. 

However, despite Thorpe’s 
optimism that with the neces- 
sary time and effort he can 
put the problem right, there 
must be doubts over his fit- 
ness for the World Cup which 
takes place in England early 
next summer. 

The final squad of 15 play- 
ers has to be submitted to the 
organisers by March 31, two 
days after England take their 
expected party to Sharjah. 
But unless Thorpe can com- 
plete his rehabilitation in 
time to play some competitive 
cricket before that —a target 
date might be February 16 
when the first of three one- 
day Internationals will played 
by the A team in Zimbabwe — 
it is hard to see how he can be 
selected, given that the prob- 
lem manifests itself only in 

nrntrh ramifr t ip pg- 

Once submitted, the squad 
can only be changed in excep- 
tional circumstances, usually 
involving an impact Injury or 
fracture, and the organisers 
would be unlikely to counte- 
nance the substitution of a 
player with a history of a par- 
ticular injury; his selection 
would be too much of a risk. 

Thorpe will have taken on 
to the plane with him memo- 
ries of a bizarre final day to 
an intrinsically dull match. It 
finished with Mark Rampra- 
kash apparently trying to 
bandy words with a scale 
model of the 1,650ft tower 
block they are Intending to 
build In Melbourne. 

After a spirited attempt at 
<;iia«iTig flie 281 required to 
win, the Victorian tail, in the 
form of Peter Roach and the 
giant bowler Ashley Gilbert, 
was dipping in during the 
final overs as England 
pressed for victory. ' 

Gilbert and Ramprakash 



Scoreboard 


Full Uininjw 373 \h J SWmit 
IHi. M R RampiaLasn 79 C A Midi 071 
VtCTDfUAi Firu innlnpt 300 IS A J Craig 
KJno. P J Roacfi 80. Hradtfy 1-SSI 

■MQIAND 

f »«nnd I wW p (WttmtgN- 207-SI 


C P Thorps i cut hun . . . 
C A Hjc* nal ois . .. 

B C Hollioako nM out 
EniaaiM.lb3.w1l . 


TB 


imalllwSdCT STowm,) HOT 

F>8 of wicfcrtai B2. ITS 1 79 IB& 

Old not ban ROB Croft- D W Hoodloy. A 
R C Frnjn 

BomIobi WHhams 10-5-14- 1 ; Gilberl 
13-S-44-2. Innsaa 8-2-22-0. Mon V-O-8-ft 
Damson 19-3-78-0: Craig 6-0-32-1 


VICTORIA 
fM 


M P MdU c HKfc b HoHloaM 

J t Amboiqcr C Sub B Hoaffley 

0 R Vimpani Bwrp F r a a ar 

*B J Hodge cSuDDCrofl 

S A J Craig e Hick o Headley 

J M Damson c Hick b Croft - 

J R BaUier it Sub b Ramprakesh ..... 

P 3 Roach TKA but . 

B A WH tains c Fraaar b Croft 

A S Gilbert nor out 

Extras (Tb2. nb?) 


1 

.. 7* 


O 
SB 
M 
_ 41 

S 

_ 41 


Total (tor 8. 6b -5 Ovora)_^ .... 241 

Faflalwicfcetai3.33. 111.156. 156,211, 
216.23?. 

Md nM ban M W H tonese- 
B» iiii U i l | i Headlny 17S-6-54-S; Fraaar 
12-3-30-1: HolUoaka ID- V-40-1: Graft 
20-3-85-3: Ramprakash 7-0-31-1. 

l T A Prue and Q T 0 Monow. 


Long and the short of it — Ashley Gilbert and Mark Ramprakash (right) have a difference of opinion winston bynorth 


had exchanged strong words 
when the England batsman 
had been dismissed on Mon- 
day, and when Dean Headley 
decided to bounce Gilbert, 
more words were directed 
both at Headley and again at 
Ramprakash, who marched in 


from cover point to confront 
the batsman. 

Fortunately, the England 
captainAlec Stewart and the 
umpire Terry Prue intervened 
and the Incident ended. “It 
probably looked worse than it 
was,” said Stewart, “but tt was 


not a problem. There was 
nothing untoward. It is the 
sort of thing that happens out 
here and what goes on on the 
field never comes off.” His ar- 
gument was not convincing, 
and of course everyone knows 
that But neither umpire is fil- 


ing a code-of-cooduct report 
on the matter and presumably 
there the matter rests. 
Immediately Ramprakash 

had resumed his place in the 
field, however, Stewart made 
his own point by calling him 
over to take up position at 


backward short leg, alongside 
himself and Crawley in front 
of square, and also summon- 
ing Robert Croft from fine leg 
into the legside cordon. All 
good fun for a while but wor- 
thily as Headley bowled in the 
game, he is not Harold Lar- 
wood. Gilbert survived. 

The morning had been one 
for double takes. First of all, a 
familiarly strutting net 
bowler turning his arm over 
to Mark Butcher turned out 
to be Abdul Qadir, who is 
playing grade cricket in Mel- 
bourne and was helping out 
in an effort to counter Stuart 
MacGill when he resumes his 
place in the Australian side. 

Then Tiger Woods popped 
down to have a look at the 
stadium before driving out to 
Royal Melbourne to begin 
preparations for the Presi- 
dent's Cup golf match which 
begins on Friday. He proba- 
bly had little interest in Stew- 
art's overnight declaration, 
leaving Victoria 87 overs in 
which to chase the target. 

Their pursuit involved 
some of the more adventur- 
ous batting or the game, with 
Graeme Vimpani. twice 
dropped, hitting nine fours in 
his 72. Brad Hodge five more 
in hts 50 before he was 
stumped by Warren Hegg — a 
substitute fielder by arrange- 
ment — and five boundaries 
also for Shawn "the Yawn” 
Craig, who livened up in the 
second innings and hit 45 
with a flourish. 

The Bushrangers closed at 
245 for eight. Although Head- 
ley bowled poorly when at- 
tempting to finish the match, 
the ninth-wicket pair batting 
out the last five overs, he was 
again the pick of the bowlers. 
The rest looked ordinary by 
comparison, not least Croft 
who might well have bowled 
bimself out of a place in 
Adelaide. 


Boxing 


Hamed splits with Ingle 


John Handing 


N ASEEM HAMED ’s long 
association with Bren- 
dan Ingle’s famous Shef- 
field gymnasium is at an end. 

Following months of specu- 
lation and visible evidence of 
the breakdown of their 
relationship, the two issued a 
joint statement last night In- 
dicating their fifihterfrainer 
partnership was over. 

Ingle was informed Hamed 
would also be splitting with 
his two sons. John and Domi- 
nic, who supervised much of 
the World Boxing Organisa- 
tion featherweight champi- 
on's fitness routines and spar- 
ring in tiie build-up to his 


recent title defence against 
Wayne McCullough in Atlan- 
tic City. 

Ha med, 24, joined Ingle's 
gymnasium as a seven-year- 
old and has grown up there 
alongside follow boxers like 
Ryan Rhodes and Johnny 
Nelson. ■ 

. Bat foe family atmosphere 
soured earlier this year when 
Xogte was openly critical of 
his protege in Nick Pitt’s 
book Paddy and the Prince. 

And, after the shambolic 
fow days before the McCul- 
lough contest, ringside ob- 
servers were shocked to see 
Hamed blatantly Ignore the 
56-year-old Irishman between 
rounds as he attempted to 
give, advice as head comer 


man. At one stage, Hamed 
pushed Ingle away. 

Hamed said last night: “You 
cannot dismiss the we 
have spent together. We have 
shared some very special 
tiroes that I will remember for 
ever." 

Ingle echoed those senti- 
ments, but the public show of 
good spirit hides deeper 
grievances. He had been 
shocked by the manner in 
which he perceived Hamed 
had treated Frank Warren in 
Atlantic City and publicly 
stated then that his loyalties 
would lie with the promoter 
— who also handles other In- 
gle fighters — If Hamed 
showed signs of walking 
away. 


Sport in brief 


Cricket 


T5ie Australian umpire Darrell 
Hair is threatening to sue Sri 
Lanka’s board president, alleg- 
ing that Th flange Sumatbipala 
accusal him of bias over the 
action of the off-spinner Mut- 
tlah MuraUtharan. 

Hair bac made himself un- 
available for the limited-over^ 
series between Australia, Eng- 
land and Sri Lanka after Sri 
T -antra astral the Australian 

board to bon him from umpir- 
ing their matebe«- 


Athletics 

There is likely to be a three- 
pranged attack from British 
runnels in the London Mara- 
thon in April, writes Dunam 
Mockoy. Jon Brown, Paul 
Evans and Richaiti Nerurisar 
have agreed to race against 
Brazil’s world record holder 
Ronaldo da Costa. 


Ice Hockey 


The entire council of the Brit- 
ish Association has resigned, 
writ e s VicBatcheldy. The pres- 
ident Frederick Meredith 
stepped aside last week while 
the secretary David Pickles ac- 
cepted a redundancy package 
and will leave office in Febru- 
ary. Meredith’s successor is 
John Fisher, a local govern- 
ment officer freon Swindon. 

Britain’s interest in this sea- 
son’s European League almost 
certainly ended last night 
when Manchester Storm were 
beaten 7-3 in Finland by lives 
Tampere. 


Cycling 

Seven riders from the French 
Casino team were questioned 
in Lyon yesterday over the 
Tour de Ranee doping scan- 
dal. The unidentified riders 
r emain in police custody after 
b ping detained on Monday on 
the orders of the Investigating 
judge Patrick KriL 


Rugby League 


Hull have completed a fourth 
close-season signing in 
Andrew Purcell, a 27-year-old 
hooker from Dfawarra. on a 
one-year contract They hope 
to sign the Wigan forwards 
Stephen Holgate and Steve 
Barrow today when Castleford 
are expected to complete Dar- 
ren Rogers’ move from Salford. 


Basketball 

America’s All-Star game, 
scheduled for Philadelphia on 
February 14. has been can- 
celled. It Is a further sign that 
foe professional season may 
never begin as the players’ 
lock-out by the owners over 
pay remains unresolved. 

Snooker 

Shokat Ali from Blackburn, 
the world No. 46, won the gold 
medal for Pakistan in the 
Asian Games in Bangkok. Ali, 
28. beat Malaysia's Chong Tin- 
sam 7-6 in the five-hour float 
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Australians admit Test fines, page 1 5 World cup doubts over Thorpe, page 15 


SportsGuardian 


United hopes 

Third round, second leg: Liverpool OCefta Vigo 1(agg 1-4) . . r i 

Liverpool limp out of Europe £ 


lanRossatAnfield 
sees Houllier’s 
less-than-likelylads 
turned inside out 


RITISH interest in 
this season's com- 
petition ended on a 
miserable night at 
Anfleld, Liverpool 
comprehensively defeated by 
the largely unheralded ball 
players of Celta Vigo. 

Hopelessly understrength 
and bedevilled by Inconsis- 
tency, the Merseysiders were 
outplayed and outman- 
oeuvred, much as they had 
been a fortnight earlier. 

They never seemed capable 
of overturning the first-leg 
deficit and but for the improb- 
able excellence of the goal- 
keeper David James, it would 
have been an embarrassment 
more than a simple defeat. 

On a night which cried out 
for old hands to utilise their 
experience Liverpool were 
lacking Paul Ince. Steve 
McManaman, J ami e Red 
knapp and Vegard Heggem. 
all suspended. 

And so the Merseysiders 
fielded a weakened midfield 
and a fit but appallingly gen- 
erous defence which, surpris- 
ingly, featured Dominic Mat- 
teo for the first t-hnp this 
season. 

It is this relative paucity of 
resources which has 
prompted Gerard Houllier to 
search for players. The Liver- 
pool manager is studying a 
shortlist of six men, mostly 
central defenders who can 
pass the ball thoughtfully. 

Before the match he was 
even attempting to sign one 
of Arsenal’s primary targets. 
Cyril Domoraud. The France 
Under-2l international is 
likely to leave Marseille on a 
free in the summer and win 
be able to sign a pre-contract 
agreement on Januar y 1 . 

The match was barely 60 
seconds old when Phil Babb 
did his utmost to render 
meaningless everything that 
was to follow. It was classic 
Babb — his inability to con- 
trol a long clearance which 
dropped over his left shoulder 
inviting Juan Sanchez to col- 
lect and sprint dear. The 
Spaniard should have scored 
but the sight of James scurry- 
ing forwards distracted him, 
and his low shot hit the goal- 
keeper before drifting just 
over the crossbar. 

The game moved between 
the penalty areas at almost 
reckless speed as the two 
sides chased quite differing 



David Hopps 







Flaying catch up . . . Jason McAteer of Liverpool loses out to the Celta Vigo’s goalkeeper Richard Dutruel 


objectives, Liverpool a route 
hack and Vigo the goal which 
would put them In the com- 
fort zone. 

Despite Liverpool's admira- 
bly frenetic workrate the vis- 
itors seemed the more likely 
scorers simply because their 
approach, particularly in cen- 
tral midfield, was more mea- 
sured and far more composed. 

Once Liverpool's initial 


adrenalin rush bad subsided 
the better of the chances fell 
to Spanish feet Sanchez en- 
joyed a second inviting oppor- 
tunity after 13 minutes but as 
he shaped to turn home Va- 
leri Karpin’S low cross from 
the right wing, Jamie Car- 
ragher intervened. 

Curiously Houllier chose 
not to toss caution to the wind 
during the interval, stiffening 


midfield by introducing 
Danny Murphy rather than 
pepping up attack with Karl- 
heinz Riedle. A strange deci- 
sion. Still Vigo swept forward 
and with Liverpool pushing 
more and more bodies up 
front a Spanish breakthrough 
always seemed to be close. 

It almost came five minutes 
after the re-start when Karpin 
climaxed a fine four-man 


move with a raking drive that 
James did well to deflect to 
safety with his leg. 

And then Liverpool were 
consumed by the inevitable. 
In the 56th minute their de- 
fence was scattered by Claude 
Makelelg's marvellous cross- 
field pass to Michael Kevivo. 

He waltzed past both Mur- ; 
phy and Steven Gerrard be- 
fore steering home low and I 


PHOTOGRAPH: WN HODGSON 

hard. It was a fine goal, beau- 
tifully crafted and well de- 
served. Liverpool’s response? 
Why, to introduce Riedle. 

U » im l (3-5-2): James (FrlacM. 03 min): 
Babb (Uurphy. iw). Mattao. Carraphar; 
UcAKflr. Garrard. Thompson (TOadta. SB), 
Barpar. Staunton: Owen, Fowler. 

Mis Viva (4-4-2): Dutruel: Salgado. 
C scares. DJorovie. Serges: Karpin, 
Maztaho (Calms. B8), Maksieta, Mostovoi; 
flevlvo (Toma*. 77]. J nan Sanchez 
(Gudeq. 78). 

B aia i aa: H Strum pe (Germany). 
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Gullit boosted by directors’ return 


John Wardte 

R udd gulut is likely 
to be the only winner 
after Newcastle 
United were plunged into 
more boardroom turmoil 
yesterday. Gullit’s pursuit 
of new players may have 
been given a fillip after the 
controversial comeback of 
the directors Freddie Shep- 
herd and Douglas HalL 
The pair rejoined the 


club *8 pic board after 
resigning following a scan- 
dal earlier this year. Their 
return caused Immediate 
upheaval, with United’s 
share price dropping as 
three directors and the 
club’s stockbrokers 
resigned in protest. But 
Gullit’s hand will be 
strengthened because the 
two major shareholders are 
back in total control. 

The pair are free to sell 
their shares next week or 


they may choose to person- 
ally invest in Gullit's team- 
building, 

Gullit, already guaran- 
teed £4.4 million to spend 
following the sale of David 
Batty to Leeds yesterday, 
has made Ajax’s Richard 
WLtschge his No. 1 tar- 
getHe knows there will be 
no obstacles placed in his 
way if he does try to push 
through a deal. 

Ball and Shepherd previ- 
ously needed to consult the I 


pic before sanctioning 
deals. “It will be different 
now,” said a Newcastle in- 
sider. “Deals should be a 
lot easier because they 
won’t need an answer freon 
the pic boardroom. This 
will cot out the middleman 
and that’s important when 
players and clubs want 
qnick decisions on 
transfers.” 
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Guardian Crossword No 21,453 


Set by Araucaria 


Across 


• 8 Complex character in time, 
circa (roughly) a year (9) 

10,22 Religious group, If 

reverting to silence, goes with 
sharks (5-4) 

11 Undertts shade rude 
forefathers slept yet were 
aroused (3*4) 

12 Sophist's tornado? (7) 


13 Not22— It sounds repulsive 

w 

14 Mac'sasfcktsrrapin.natat 
home In a bark (10) 

15 Louis and Susan on screen 
dealing with enclosures? (7) 

17 Food for setter? Pate, I want 
(4,3) 

19 LaevaearaftarRussian 
reversed round it? That’s life 


22 See 10 

23 Cat in The Romances of 
Chinatown” (7) 

24 Connive at king leaving to 
steal pictures (7) 

26 See 25 

27 Welsh flower — arrange dust 
without most of sorrow 
returning (5,4) 

Down 


1 ... mother one? Girl (frequently 
boy) on fifth street? R2A9 

2 Non-paying passenger— 
puUone;'rrto/ock(8) 

3 Row with matchmaker? (A) 

4 Bid adieu to group crossing 
the channel? (8) 

5 Aspiring attempt in wood of 

evergreen shrub (6) 

6 Stewed apples, it may be? 
(5.3) 

7 More than one over the eight 

alb-bingo (6) 

8 Flower of the forest he 
confused wfth balm (4,2,9) 

16 EvoyoneEngBsh sanguine 


ltd 


17 Seep ascent of Daniel into 
French gWs embrace (8) 

18 Russian pofitidan shifting a 
lot of vodka under the rose? 
( 8 ) 

20 TheRedGat— tosbghis 
head far love (6) 

21 Talk Afghan or shut up? (6) 


□□□□□non □□□□□□ 

□ tu □ □ o □ □ 
□nnnnnnnn □□□□□ 

nDnoQGQDonHo 

□□□□ 

□□□□□□□□□□ naan 

□ □□□□□□a 
□□□□nnnnnnnn 
nnnaaHDE 
□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ 
onn n □ D □ 
OBnnao nnnnBQna 


CMMSWOnDaaumOH 21,482 

25,26 What says the Nttle 
crocodile, smiling? Refer to 
the Walrus’s mate (9) 


Solution tomorrow 
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I N THAILAND this week, 
prayers are being offered to 
the Sun God that light 
fonuid prevail over dark- 
ness and that the Asian - 
Games survives the pressures 
caused by crippling economic 
meltdown. 

In England, with the Christ- 
mas festivities afflicted by talk 
of recession, there Is also 
reason enough to appeal to the 
Sun God, were it not for the 
feet that Rupert Murdoch gets 
enough publicity already. 

Tonight, though, there is no 
escaping the feet. It is left with 
the Sun God’s team — or at 
least the team coveted by his 
satellite television empire. 
Manchester United — to shake 
us all from the moribund state 
triggered by a succession of 
dank and dark winter days. 

Victory for United against 
Bayern Munich at Old Traf- 

fbrd should be an occasion for 
general admiration. It Is just 
such a shame that at least half 
the football supporters in the 
land will find the very thought 
of a United victory loathsome. 

The likelihood is that, one 
hundred years from now, 
United will field a reserve side 
in European competitions in 
tire belief that the Inter -Plane- 
tary Conference must take pri- 
ority. Such is their insatiable 
ambition. But the Champions 
League is the ultimate 
prize and. If tire screeching. 
Incessantly hyped-up world of 
the Premiership has any sub- 
stance in reality, then It is 
time an English club won it. 
Manchester United, like it or 
not, are justifying the reputa- 
tion of an entire league. 

To their detractors, united 
are Ideally suited to the excess 
of a modem Christmas: more 
pampered than the posh child 
whining with boredom in the 
Hazrods toy department 
But the knee-jerk yearning 
for their downfell — beloved of 
millions — is a twisted pas- 
sion based upon the En g l ish 
fellings of negativity and 
parochialism; a jealous 
refusal to a d mir e e x cellence 
whenever it reveals Itself. 

And nowhere is this more 
evident than in the case of 


David Beckham. If tonight 
holds significance for any 
player, it Is Beckham. Even 
now, the petulant retaliation 
which brought his red card as 
England crashed out of the 
World Cup still rankles. Many 
who had witnessed his egotis- 
tical flashes In the Premier- 
ship Insisted that “he bad it 


’ Beckham's folly, though, 
was negligible compared to 
tire bite that greeted it. Radio 
phone-ins, Internet chat-lines 
and public bars resounded to 
one of the most hateful epi- 
sodes in English football his- 
tory. Beckham's ego had not 
only destroyed him, it had 
damaged millions of other vi- 
carious egos in the process. 

Beckham's glamorous life- 
style has made his rehabilita- 
tion much more palnftzL The 
balance that might be pro- 
vided by a “normal life” Is 
virtually non-existent; both on 
the field with United and off it 
with his Spice Girl fiancee, life 
is a perpetual performance. 


U NITED supporters 
apart, many fens still 
flaunt their resent- 
ment Want a printed 
T-shirt? How about this one. 
sir? A nice caricature of the 
happy couple with the crowd 
offering such traditional 
English joviality as “Watch 
that wedding tackle luv!” and 
“Yer won’t be scoring tonight 
yer spoilt bastard!” With 
Beckham, the libido is part of 
the show. 

If, as Freud had it, the ego 
represents the personality, 
then what Manchester United 
require tonight from David 
Beckham Is a touch more 
super-ego — a self-critical, 
controlling influence which 
demands responsibility to go 
with the Immense talent. A 
recognition that however 
much he might strut and 
shine, the referee remains the 
ultimate authority, and that 
an occasional robust foul is a 
feet of life. 

Fostering that super-ego, in 
footballing terms, has been the 
responsibility given to Alex 
Ferguson and if he fells then 
his ambition of winning tire 
Champions League will be 
lost too. Bayern, surely, will 
grasp the chance to test Beck- 
ham's temperament Fora 
man whose entire life is 
preyed upon by tabloid neuro- 
ses, level-headedness is quite a 
c h alle n ge. Given success, let 
light prevail over darkness. 
Given failure, welcome to the 
Premiership recession. 


David Laewy, p a g» 14 
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SUTTER HOME CALIFORNIA WINES. 

They don't need food to make sense. 



i ? 
£ I 

k * 













c 




& 










1 


.’jiin t m.i/m, n> nring n«-r i Jaiiny iuoc 






5 33 
1*0 
o ai 5 

» s 

F&8 

SS*t 

arc 

g*|§ 


CO FD fl « 
i S"< nj « S“ 

« r =.n sr ® 


1515 


“ n 1 n n r 


farm?** 


leg 

^£■3 
I &S. 

:&& 


t S" =s 

3 « 


iS.9 J “ 

,IJ|I 
, — “*"0 
"Js 

'5m|^ 

firif-l- 

oZ l =* 
r S5. 5r =••=. 
■ £ 55 « ra 

= <*. s — 

fS gu-i. 
-l£.f 

u ’ot 5 B 
” 5*gs° 

i seTs 

3 f= = o 


® £G,E 
•= E K. « 

fjli 

Js-U* 

HI 8 d-3 
3*2 o ^ 


3 S J i‘g 


g g § g- 

5 .8 a? 


o’ 2.2 s- 

“ 93 B A , 


o P s: 3 

-S’? 8 

SPgS. 

5-&31§ 


g-Srifl 

5 «3 o ® 

jlfsT 

§15*0 

Cfi f »-S »-M 


^ ° 2 
S'® 2* 
8 5S“- 
s Sg-| 

="G g-9 
ra m -- rt 

BUM 

55.^- 

£§-(§ ra" 

8 5=1 


sUfg? 

a. ffl 2. a 

ffsrgfc 

|f|l| 

S.^i.11 

o 2 0-?T»S 


g S-Zls 

O n “*{£a 

a w =■ 

8-cs.aa 


gist 


Ifffif 


5B.g 1 1 
Iff S.E& 


q. O aS 
_ *nO '* 
Qi nl 't O 
e *• e ~i 

3. 2 5 es 


■I p-a a 
o233 


a- « *"g“ 

*9.&6.S 

M ftn n r 


3. < E W 

8xX* 

rr,g as* 
9^5 3 1 


goo 1 

g m -n 3 - 

3 .8 K* i 

iHn 

i-3 , 2 ra i 
S'” o«n 

" ^ 

? O O n ; 

§,e § 3! 
P- in a b ! 
o-°^g.: 
S 2 o O I 


_ g sip 
3 !? O «— 


&ai£sl 


3 5 S- ° 

■l-is? 

SB O B-=* 

B S' 

a. b* »r ;r 

fgl| 

ms- 

Bill 

3S3- a 

= A B-fc) 
S’ — o ~»j 

5 r£ SP 

‘ ?J*g 

jib 8 


SS a S 

£? gs 1 § , i 1 f 

Z-Sf^Lln a*- 

3 2. o 5?.S 2 sr 


3 2. o S*5 2 s' 

! =; I -i 1 ® I 


gfcff s 

i e i-r^ 


s 5* g, s g 

"cfai" 


2rf 

2 Bau:f- 

B ^’2 C?8ff 


HI? 


ra m c a ^ A 

B 3 3 * § * 
P &g s-3 o 

*-8»frr 


hii;h 

g*® f^s §* 

” ^ S & 
gg'St^sS- 

O-B S-TS,??^ 


o o 3^ 
c* — • ra 

§ a S 3 


fill 

lip 

T f» n S 


;|3g-trf 

,ln 3 u ST S 
^3-e S-2 

2. o &.S *« S 

Sg-^i^ 

' -=S5 I 
§i,S3i 
s'aas S 
S 5 o S 3 


SS'S-i'SSg^ 3S 

q »:».«&= 9 3 H c ct 


■ C 2. S' ? 


S’® 3 £ 


i' 5 *5 s g.S s *S*‘S.2.3 5 3S§. 

2» Hlfa m*Sff 

Is ■ 3-lip 


g ^^3 

° i 

0 3 O 3 
B- S. e 

O 5,05“ 

a? 


■C Jr 0*ET2 5* 

<-.sisias 

ST B g qa Q* ^ a 



isnn ii 

ii!ll 


aj“=-G 

?r&® 

Sa®- 

3* rr_ m “ 


-<5-cLggSP 

ElilifsEf 

CD TO M M, IB I i o n, 


Iflg 

g. g<r| 


|l! 

3 Bo 


2. a B » 

* o 2-3 


a-S.3 

3 0 “ 

g S| ff 

&J8. 

s^if 

3 . 5 “ 3 o 


«■ ra aa « S’ CC _ 

o O-C s s |^g 

gd*3 aai'S' 


5 3 2 s a g* 

Erf ■£ 3 n * 3* a* 


2 £ g 
s'- 3 

gag 

5 So 

n S3 

§ =0 
g*T» 

S o.a. 

i g g 

3 5* 3 

O 3 

- g ?T 

3°» 

I 

s 


§*§ S* 


iSS 


f J8 

hi 


SS’3 


i'SLS. w 


►r w 

■g 8-4 
a g “ 

S-g ° 

f^ a 

igp 

a i n 


53 3* 

nS -2 


ggg- 

llo 

5*0 ° 


A A. A 

3 «— oq w 

E 

I 1 ? 


Sf g- 

>-{ Q 


£ a J? 


§ g Si a 
g'&S'S. 
g g S.I 

0.0.3“' 


ffs & 

A 0*A 


a a o 1 5 - c r 

oopS 
2-E^S- S 5c 

CP r? ra -*« — 


S 1*1 ?*§ 8 s' 


a crag STS* 

1 Pill:? 

ssg *s.*g. 

2 s 3 g ^ =i- 

§ >° ScS'-'S 
— 5 j 3* a * 5^3 


S’S'SISg-o 


3.3 S'-e o g S ff saacB. 

W5&ffini*g p i 


2, 3 S 

S’ss 


Mg. 

s 3 p 

«»§■ w 

§,8 q. 
§:>g 

&g P‘ 

f Sb 


3 H 

g r 

2. w 
&■§ 
g ^ 

o tn 

8 rS 

g 93. 

s§ 

q. o. 
8 < 


o* o n 
* Q. S 


2 C*ra 
2 GO O 


|"l®i 
I HI 


3 5 = g o 

g S* 1*8 

BrS,sro ? 


8 ^ 8 5^5 
lg8fg.e& 

“1 -b 3 - 

g - : 3 ^? 


jfs”? S3 5g £:«&.•» gg S-* I 


3 Sft-3 gg 1 

S =» « Q e ff sr 


& 2 n 5 
ro S 3 


cSB f = 


1^1 If a 
ifjrsil 

’ r ® Sg-a 
f? S'g'T'rf 


S — o » o'; 

.«irSj 


?fnf® j 

“ A Q ■ p" , 

fwSS S' 




i a ^ 

eia- 

ii 

a s?8 


Cn p. 

s S- 


B ^ 

S tr* 


■c 3 mj 
■2 § ^ 

.| m a 

3 2. a 

2 C. n 

3 S 

°.. 

® i:3. 

2 3 s 
8 «e cr* 
C * A 

i|l 

ill 


OT3 << T3 
3^ O *» C 

sisi 

2 o o. o 


S = 

f S 

J« s.« o 

. K _ 


3-Zt* 




p J tJ 


: si9 

‘0*0 3 


5 a *a 

Ssg 


2S?^5 

3.3 3- & & 


g'g'S 1 

o n a. 


O- b ?3 

S c I 


lirs 

B*ISS 
8 § &' 
a*tt n =3 
S f'S.S 
S- ® g- ^ 

? o 8 ^ 

O r* i 


g-aggSg 
I a^o-i I 

ssr'"^ 


3 £ S, s. =* 

a“ g i 

g^Scg “ 3 a" 


i^B ?|H: 

*5 3 O* A T A 


g^S. 

IZg* 

ffg “ 

E. < s» 

G § «" 

si § 

a ® a 


-a 5 c 

■IIS 

;ir?.s 

i Sii-a g 

SJff 

2 2 Si 


C.S 


a o s 

3.^?S 


g“?> 

S-° a. 


Sea 

a oo 


■O » g 

STaS 


K °.-i 

S 3 | 

-3*3® 


B S 5 1 
> 3 < O 


s s — 

g a? 
3 5a A 


3-3 i&e 

3 3 5 2 " 

8 3 E-2 a 

—•S 2.“ « 
“g-gig 
a § J 

a s^S ° 2 

? b of an. 

8 2 =? - fcs 

£-s a a a. 

- sc sr S*® 
2 8 S’ 

Si-iis 

g.SS-E 
0-2. 5 B*3 

arp&cjfti 


usk b ro 

2 8 3 ^g.5 S 


ro £ c-r ^ 

lg.f-f.S.S.3. 


s,irE 4 § 


a. o*a a 

Is |a 

S'isla 


0 , 2 - 

Se- 

i| 

a e- 


R ^ 5 3 ® 


C 5. 5 2 £■ 3 s 
S ^ S^o o cn" ® 

LfWfT 

ifftS Srf 

*|38 si 

§-®5“ 

lalE S| 

3 a r'w 8 "f 


a 'S „ 

t £-3 & 

cr £. 
s p.gg 

3-1 l-S- 




SfS-i 

pal 

Ifff 


CD CD CD 

cpS"3 

f? M © 

2 tfi .S 


a p 


cn i=r 
fg O 

Q » 

! 2 . 53 
§■•8 
g Q 

8 


$ a 


O O D 
n o 3 

33“ 


iltli^l || 
i f|| 3 ft |I 


ill's 

■s SI- s' 

S ' +m S' 
2 ° 3 SL 
2 a-a o 

a 3 ® *» 

a®® os B 
^09 1 5- 

m 3* P A 
92 re w ^ 

| 3 e 8 

Q. P § S 

. aS o 

1:3 &. 


S“"« 


gff , g.SQ&. 

B.&. g s d- a 


^>3 o' 

p 

00 3 


; 2,2- 2.5.1 

Ills | 
t|J || 

re 3 B § 03 

|- 

a a S E. 


E-S.S ® S 

O' 3 g A re' a 

§ 18 “ acff 

3TOiC“® - 

“ tb ° a *8 
2 r- ^ 3 E*« 


■ss'griggsatfff ft 

13. A'g sT arl* 


rs-s 


eg ?3 2 

^ § ora 5 

|| =r^8 

?Sg ?3 

o en 2: o o 


3 cm S.g'g.^'g. S 

i{9mli>'iitf 


^2.^5 
e c = 

■ § -l 


2 5*5» 

8 8.1 

sr r> m 

3 


Si'S 


2 £*« o 1 


i 9-^2 &■ 
E ft- g, 3’ 

4! ?*» -- 2: re 


O « =■ 5r re 

55™2® 


g B B* 
7 S S' 


Co ? 

a c a 

a 7 re 


o' o oo A s. 
” Bo.?* § 
Op 8 >5 

jc*B e 

0 o- a“ 

ra 3 <b f*~. 

3 3. 2 A 

1 cn A J+ A 


I i !l| I'l-lflg >-" s| si 

II I II 1111!:=;= Is f! 


&S.<E.!S 

r^- ZZ ca Ml- 1 


s-S-a-oS? da** <5 3 
er® ^ o a- S 


I ® 3 £5 

HP 

*&-3 ff J 

■il * ! 

3 O re 5 m 


S.n| 

= |l 

18* 
ore. 
— < « 
o> £. P 

ris 

sir 

o 2 o 
p.7.-> 


« g 5" 

g'gf' 
^3 I- 


ar 

b 8 g s 
osSo 
o o^S rr , 


a 


ill 

I'l 

o -a 


I s 
2 . "■< 


■SHff- 
2 ^ 

;g-o 5 p ; 
•2.S3 fe, 
E? So; 
=J sg =o 

1 -iS.g. 

c w 5|J 

Iffrl 

■ 8 3 5* 03 | 

3" < 3 S’ ■ 
a.5 £=. 2 - 

7 rt re P ! 


•ss-ff a 
•S a 3 


■illlS 

=S ^*3" 2.0 


IH| 

g w ?-a 

" q> r- O 


co >-« re a- o. 
5 5 b o ® a 

si&s-r? 


Jff* ZJ J Mb ® 

s “a a Hf 
■ fSfioS 
"S3 5“ ¥ 

■rm 


— ■ £ 

« 2 « £L 

g S-g * 


rt s- 2. sr a 

re 33 o 3*S 3 

te'g-g-S S| 

vl #* 3 P r* 

r n 3 P «" 


i^lHi 

£T fia d u r*. «-m 
-P p m ? J 


§531 

2. o a B - 


3 *3 - i 
-t o — *o 


13a 


nj 5T Jr ft 

J&^P- 

’ < o « e 

laJl 


Q. p 2 3* 
3 £ a c. 
re O 2. if 

^3 E.-S 


™ S « n ” 

_ 55. 3 A re 

l&*o a s« 

re 3 ra-n 2 


re re b ss 

o <-> EL re 


a re sg*- 

< 33 or 


■S-g 8 re -o 3 

p “sS 

erq® «. 

S-g. a feSa 
„ S,!S* W rP => 


Q CD 3 C 
» - rr* 


U S. TO 2 SI 

a r“*» 2 p 

§ "S fe^g-- 

7 ff 7 5 3 S 


■iEa* 
PS** 
= 3 a 

CT2?|. 
S£ g”p 

3 S 3 

* S 3 

S'3'S 

re 1 a 

S-ffS 

a| f 

||§ 

3-1^ 


cr cr 1 s; erta 

fif *1 

w 2 re m S' 


aM ? 

£i*^ 

o 3 < re 


-IIJB-iai-Jt 

^ - :gg-3i a*i,i 

3?g 3 J § §g&j 

| iril' »'£§'&§ 
s aa | §r!fr*3 

sr a 3 ti. K aa sr* A , 


iS.^9 a 3 re 5* or 3 
£l®re ft | g ° 

rare 3<3jc'oo 

\3 S *o -»s« 


g'ff’E 

ft __ ^ 

3l< 

O n. n 
re JC. cu- 


re S’ar 
31 re re 

re re 


I 2 5-3 » 3s -! 


3- m §. S’ !-'&■ E. g ^ 

QO o m m" ^ re t. Ei. 
. rre a E.n-Cp S ^ 


reap *0 g M 3“ 
5 JT C . «2 a sr s 


c "wSSSS 
s as?*™ s- a < 

a £ n> g 2 » £ ^ 


HI 


Hmnmm iiriipilli ri 

ffSll85^ e .5-2r2 2'5?lc2’a ^S'S « ? S s- 


332.2B>®3g-: 


R 5 3 | -.g « 

O U O H 9 s 




H’a. ‘ & 

q. ^ o 

2. {B -re 

cn D- rt* 

S' p O' 


A * ™ Q-g 2 ft 

g* a S* ® S a S' 

K ^ re 3^ fro a 

tea 3 p a 3 


Nlfr*a 


“■3 I g ■ rfl 3 z 

i ? a ?■? 1 1 1 


^ ^ ff 

<S*B 

?3 s 

P'S <? 

"WO 

B'h:® 

3^5 


3f ^ G 5 
O S 

3 3--C C- 

5 cr ff p 
S-3 ~ 

glKg* 

B W5 =r 
3-2 p « 
£*3(» a. 

o E» 

j«55 

S g . CL# 

S’ sra t-« 

ISfrl 


off isak 1 


i s =1 I 8 
= l£=ll 


. t8‘g 1 'S < S g 

»LS3 ^ 


icgga 

re- a « S. oo 


3 § ffg § re 

H E 0*»S“ 3% S 1 
ST^o e a Sre I: 2. o 


O 0 « 

ogs 


ff ff s. 


2*^5 5 W% ® 
mSS2V3 


re cn 3 m 

?o5 i 


3 &.S 


s'rss 
S 2 -« J 

? rP 3 


sire fs-3. 

■ffl S-lgff 

2.3 B*5'§*5 ; 

- 31 3,5a g ro 
ooga Eg 
f 3 s-ff 3 a 

2. o' e 3 — re 

— I re, - I re 


3 - s a.» 


1 3 s Ss || §“3 Si 
l-S S.s-< I E ? i 


& s » B 
S tt® t, 

3 S « a ? 

.re g » B 3 

o £. 5 S b- 

b o P'S 2T 

S--3 ftE<g 


a.®* ^ 
'o g « 


ml Si 1^ 


B < 3 a o ■ jS a 38- 
P « 2 rea A, P» Q. ST B» CL. ] 


§.a 2 spfLP-o.jf’p.o. 

8T iffoffSSl: 


3 cn S iS m a «h o m - O 

3|Q5gI!2iR-S3®“OcS 

Q*©m$ = 3>Ja>c5l5'»"OcB J 

t w Q^5 ,= *8®3®o5i ^ “ 3 3 

^3a|rS a UZ ®3 1 
§ §gl s,9g. 

3. „ — ® g_a a fa ro-es 

s t f e-® s 

** a. = 


ft 2 g. 


B o o a S. G. 

3 n sfe- c r 

i^?8.a a=^. 

g- ^ 3 

ij$ g-° t3 

« ® Q 


afia dg a a a > 

3 §■ a- o o 52 cr 3 £ 

& i® =-"-30 5 

a 2 3 sg§®f ^ 

° 53 3 *■ 3 , ■“■ 

w 3 &-g Is 


□□□□nnsHPBn 


□□□□□□□□ 


□□□□Q □□□□□□□ 


£]□□□□□□ □□nan 


□□DDEDDa 


□□□□□□□□□□□ 


Q B-^O 

i is 


18 a 

o ja o 


iS|2f3 < 

illllfl 

= oo ® ° 3 3 1 

flf ills 

S 3 o z 5 S | 
•5 5 < e g 2.0 

S 3 =g i.g Z 
: 2, 3 s - g g « 
1 1. 1 1 s g ^ 
"S 1 - =5-^f 

1 52 ° ■'*•’ 2 ® “3 

5 o 5 *< 2. ^ o 

-n ■re O. — 5 is 

2 ?oa 0 S — 2 - 

iliilii 

5335-i§'< 


2 . 3- 3 
"in a 

5 £■ = 

32, B 

n n E 


re <p *< 

o !• - 


■a 0 3 

!s| 


=. 5< 0 
g — a 

3 0 3 

O er a 
3 “ S' 


31 SS 
5'ii z 

3 3 a Q 

I s f | 
o3|i 
32.S S 

-•rj O g 

0 ? 3 a* 

n B = b 

§ f It* 


e. 5- > 

S C 13 
2 TB 
ra e 


cn n B 

tK a 

5 5 2 


a. -a. M 

*2 S" S- 

S® g 


ill's 

- = 3 n 

S8 5-1 


5P5 

I I I 5 » 
3 s*5 1 2 

|f I-?? 

o B “ " o 

3 ? €-5*o- 

■> s_ E "1 • 


g-3 52 
£"S g * 

a =■ P O 


S3 a | 

3 £. P 2 o 
£ n 3 S 

9 5^- 


o 2 

H- f ^ 


f " ■ o- 5 o* 

■a a. 3 - « 

anf S ® 

3 fr |ES 
a c Q _ 


fifi 

Sill 

gsi 

|£f 

5£ra 


fji 

3 o 2 

drag 

rg s 
n o — 

n P* » 
g 1» 


533 a- re § *<' 

.f|8 &&1 2> 

. jo o 3 „ s 3 - 3 

S l 3 f-2 r| 

3* I. E"!* B if 

a G re ^ °- 5" - 

ire ? M€*? 


a re| 3 5 . 

-■ a ^ “ 
g. a gg 


g O 
N w 


■i I § 5 o t. 

^ 3 g =. 2 S.J. 

I;??.? s^' 


s|§ 

< a 5 . 
is a 


g. e=5SH:5i5’2£ 

- I. 3 g- ® 2 ^ s a 

- ~ " -S ^ s dS"S 


— O ° 

* g*!. 

cn £ 

S.2- 


.3 g- ® o =: Er ^ 

I It'S* « | 

f i a: 3 a. 3 . e. 

a ! o g’la.g 
a = ^ a. 10 g 0 
3 i =» -® 


int 

i» i§ 

"a 

s|H 

3 2 "* 1 


H H 
2 O 


33 w 
3 =s g. 
n S 


^ H” ? “■ 3 

n " a < W 
n Oc|“ 
o a <* e= 3 
o ■ o cr n 

& E ™ re 

2 3* ”* ■ _J 

p-S 3-J:3 

1 gat 

5>£B* 

SS-s? 

a (• < i 
— S n D 

3 E % " 
3 s s* r> 
a a 


,2 ? * 
1 i. | 

g-5 I 


s kt so. S-^H a. S’ B 

TB HSa ft? 



O 

1 § 
I S 
I a* 

c 

1 ^ 


-< cTi; 

(fit 0 1 

JggS 

fillS I 


HSf itlg 


SBKI. 


■S-3|S 
s g-^ S- 


fS-Sd |.| 

! ® ta 3- q 5 


s>v? 


i^S#^56 55. 
5E *>2* 

kc*- s li 


; s A I S 
[Sffffl 
Ball 

■fli-r 

las 1 ! 
i 3 5 S a 
a * IS: 

crj»? S’ 

i» g 3 I 
m O 3 9- 
M » S 

2 ra 3 t» 
S a .S-s? 


” “ ^ 3 S g ff 

f I I aaf = 
■ffll f.4 £ ■ 

2. g ? n 0 , 


1= :-«S Si? 

O I S^§ ? 


k; e 6i 



gas- a ar 5 5is > 

o I S It sr| 
as - ® g^s- S!f a i. 

Iff fl! ■ if| 

.g-fa. |f| i&g 

^ll^ s ? Ill 

O “ sr if. 

S|3 §SS. 

§ -5 « i f «s O. « 

•f| U! 1 1 

o 9 F x 3 - 5 


£1 |S 

till 

£ s “ & 

ar sr & ® 

til 

Pi- 

£=;<£> 


5- f ■ X “ | 

"i |*J 

g-s 5&S 
“ 3- > re 9 


5 H. “ S- 
aa 2.3 




,4^sr i H -uSfrii'iiivy! 




IM 


f 



^ * 

■; .. a 







■o 













S 6 “ 2 > 

il i* 


if C 
•sr S’ ff 

Its 


O £ 

r? w 


3 « « QQ rr. 

is s _ rs Oo 5? 


d&q» 

e. 

S- c ^ 2 . 

n hi n 3 


B. 


3 hhCJQ 

k-J 5 ! 

“ D-^ 

O 

B 






s d £ 
|S£ 

§ a <3 


= f Iii 
§ f Ilf 

2 “f 

S ^ « re ® 
? 2 3 
a a g a & 
= itN i 


• 3 a - 

ffffS 

S.3-3-5 

I ?-? 

I 2 = S 

tm 

fffa? 

f 2 * S 


I«1 


*5fi5 

Is 

— 3 -re A 3. 

J - S- S 3 
« & J3 5 
■a = « 3 ■? 


J M ® T“ 

xq 5^ 


XO=? 

?”■: o « 
1 - 0 “ 

m 

tT o § 


5-SP 3-3 

m? 

s p S 


Sill? 


w 

IX 



2; li»5»re 




Ilf 


Hip 

^ S g? 

s|= 


Him 


nm 

mm 

a * a. » 3 * s 

5 J5 * 3 “ 

3 i a = 3 s- 

si?|gf 

**•3 P-ff-of 


3 an 

2 a>|*« 
i 9 ° fi- 


* 1:3 1 

■Ik 3" W re 

OCS3 

®3 fg 


Q o B 
3 < «■ , 

if S' 

| 3 “ ! 
re a « ; 
5 = c 1 

2_p; 


§*2 S 5 3 

g S 3 3_S 

if » 

■a « S Sr 1 


f i 


§ w 


a"SSs B-OffI or 

ff" 

"c 3ffr|g«| ^ 


f ! if 

oSpf 

3 aS< 

33 3 g 

!H 

mi 


? 3 W > a o 

&i I* is 

S|i??5 


2 g-1 > 

a re 3-iS 

a re off - 


Sffffi 


S * I&Is- 

^§£“■5 

&g-! f 1 f 


s -f 'O 

z Ml 


sO 

IC 

H 


u? 


rH?lf 

Z s' - 5" - a- 

|5£lS?!. 

liiffl 

a • £ c 3 . 3 

hi-r 3 


! M ® | 

ix5- 
•B-o 3 

! ff re a 
i. “ 2 -o 

1 • x 

1 < ni 3 


f ft =f 

a 3 a ^ 

^83. 


:o a ft S' - 
: _ o. m “ ■» 


S' H " 

5 o 3 

3 B "C 

8 ff £> 
0 3 = 

^ re 1 


| a t a 
3£« t. 

3 ff? ff 

1.3 * & 

<g —A ^ 

till 

a'ti# 


5 - g.9,3 


iln! 


a. re a -> 

|-“ al 


3 s 5Sf if 


s 1 1 1 g. ! 
u f <2 i 5 1< 
is Off f 
9 re §•? S.a 




(A 


•a 








.V.i J ^ 

' - - * n. 

■ 1 * o 



C£..i 






r' 






r. ». 


f : 








C ! : 



0 

* 

<1 


$ 

a 

id, 

^i! 

>'i 

2 l 

ca: 





4 if 


c 

£ 

< 

t 


K £ 

II 

b» “ 

• c- 
i: v 

1 :“ 

|J 

Is 

'■Do 

***•-= 

leg 

Hi 

§J 5 

a.s s 

o *2 '5* 

2 | a. 

ils 


s u £ £ 
t£ 5*s 
Sl-g S 
.3 * Z - 

C -O « D- 

E S J2 » 

■s = 5 l 
=s 1 »& A 

.5 ^ .1 *■ “ 

g il IS 

v u e * a 

E -5 3 K a 
g- * ® £ e 
C jS g) °-E 

I-Ssfl 

?S 5 .S ► ^f) 

s i -5 E s 

= *a &-a a 
* .s E a- E 


L 

s E 

u I/l 

Sj 5 £ 

S 2 

■a e 
Q S 3 


£ g -5 
S 3 g 
f< j 

* S ’« 


; 

i/J rc 

: -■ 5 

G "3 


* ,^d ' 

3 1^' 


1 1 

5 P£ 

I 15 s 

is* 

g * > “S-S 

S -a J £ § 

-S 3 

«= j. “i •s' 

5 s. -j y * s 

- 2 £ «S|a 

U ill" 
if im 
jj wsa 





■«in « = /imumj uituiiy, uihriii^n^r trauny naejs 










‘E.craOO'O 3*c 

La £ 33 — ,— ■ RT O !=L 

« §!.£ ■‘g's 2:3 g « 

3 St'S ■§ ;|s a 5 - s 

2 1*2 2.f S 



SS-agS gSrg* 
£■3 5 ° a. r-< “ 3*g- 

?3 8 . a:^ a S'** 

f grsg efi? 
s-g- J&s f &]?£ 

2 3 3 “ 5 ^ ?i ^ 

g. Q-cj- jd 3 » g ^ “ 
ff g g .0 *.g- 


iriilit 

§-*? la 8 , * ? 

IsS-lii 




.SgoS-i**! 0, 

- 5 - re 5* £- 5 c 2 ££-cu 

£ & ESc^o 

“tJS 5*3 O < 2 . 3 


fc»Sg-£ s £.S. 
S-Sg o g-< 

® ra S c j* 

.. 3 1 cLoa 3* 

_ C4 p o i— 3 5 

OP <? ? 

S « 8 g « 3 s 
2. 2 2. “ 5~ g c 

* ll-lffi I 

SfoS’S-las 

g dm 5 * 5 *£ 
2 a 3 = p 2 -q ; 

gslaEaf-" 



.sf-^ 





•VP 


■ i£ •: 
‘ - 


fc-.* 

■:%-er 



r 



fff | s .sll 

9 % 3*3 ? 

2 g * E- £ m sr 

» g B jjf ~ a n 

ssiHftr 

r itih 

1 q: ' 

•*§«.« g-Sf s* 

5 , F cr S ? 5 " 

2 n 

7 ** 


3 <"» 

3 a 

ft- 9 

1 * 5 . g- » 

D-(g SF 

11!% 



->s 


X 

0 


0 









n. 

r\ 

■j 


1 _3 

. 'u r A 




r 

8 

a 


I 


u 

3 

0 







O 



_C/3 



0 


O’U V 


■xvi 



iXpllliPW p 

iif 0 S 

ywjji 

mMl mm I 

nil 0>t^ 


Jkjll 

\ . \\ ^ ^ y r 


V— 


•s'? 




Jjy>> £> Ji5£>| , 


iiS5 ' 
i<I fa: 

?1«S' 

lli.ll 

pi I? 

B “g-g 8. 

•g^-ll I. 

« a ii o _c 

S&SS£i 


! -S|! 

ij Hi 
;I .slj 
if 411 
I II s 
fpli 

i « e e §js 
% -gp5 “ 

5|||^ 


JM 

c*® 9= 
o a a 

££? 
s a s' 


m 

cs a -2 

ApS bB 
111 
Iff 


. s *g § i 

l|l|| 

s gn o u 

fi-glji 

9t F oX^* 

lllfl 

■3*1 §1 
&g| a^S 

i^iig 


S.E 3 . g 

8&jga£> 
s-S * 2 s 


iljl 

Ifll 

mi 

111! 

Oil 


|5 | 

111 
"S £ 

“p* 

S3- 


, c ii 

5f n J . 

1| s .s 

J 3 so 

sJ’S 

)|jf 

r a> =3 § -F 

f = ^ a 

« § s g 
Psas 

Jfflf 


§ g £ 

■S<«T5 V 

1 1 Ill'S 
SB iff! 
ijlp 
iftifi 

Jr = « I 5 

■Sl-siii 

filing 


CJ >n 

ill — 

Q.s^ 


3 5 3«e 
!.g |*S 


«'°'2 o^f 

3 frS® I 


i n O' 

If Ilf 
il#i! 

o'? Sj"? g 

a “ 3 -® : 


•C^ = 
92 s 
•s i © 
X Zjk 

iz £ 
St a 

fig 

Ilf 

fils 

i|is 

£ fee 5 

£= i 


3». x = S 
S-a-S S-ts 

mm 

5.8 5-S| S 

E*i e? s 


— _ - .x ■ 

ES^Si' 

s 5 o. b h ‘ 
-S c 'S - 

i| |H 

411?^ 

s g ! f's= 
£#■ 
I S !!:S. 

S a xS x. . 


. I’d 

f J "25 


2 SpB?, 

S 2 r ■ ■ 
S c v 2 *2. 
\ 2*1 2 1 1- 
! 5 3 * ft, J 

s5_|lbl 

IS^C« B o . 

i 2 a — iS 

~ se*S. 


£ 3®8S* 

UflJ«Ki 

ll b11| ■ 


%H fill's II 


C ” Ml M 

- ?C £ 

■ 3 £ jc S « > 

a* ssl wi| 
f g*g E^ll 

i‘3f 5Q 3.2 


H"® 
i b § 
■|i| 
ii? 

e 2.3 

$ | £ 

.!£ £ «F , 

silS 

1 «u?-§ 

| g f & 


J=H B.S 


HfHl. 


i j-g 

= 5 S. 

111 

jijiais 

M C S 


a’S? J-c’5 


SSI-fi 


2 d „jd bz zn 3 1 
-CvSBBCPWf 


5||ifi 

— a “ 


*5 p.3 ?J=-£* -cSaSo„ H .. 

e.-ta fc2^5p2||E-5E£ 
slI-o’gg^E c-sM 5 J? J£ 


* is s S '5 ■£ 

■K^IJ E|: 

= 3T3 S^. 




« CJ 

II 3^ 

l 111! 
g! §|l 

ill II 
1 i^S - 
I lie i 

liiii 
Ml St 


■g*3 8 

UlSti 

■cat ^ E 

8*3 Is s 

|a|.f B 

S.^ Jg-s 
&S" « « g 

g -S •§ T3 -f_ 

fi< 5 c-p 
B » O “ a 
u. 0^3 fe-e 
-2, S3 § « 
5? B O o 'T 

E» 


* *g S-^5 *3 Jh* 

!j‘3f 2ij2 

^ J c 5 IS 2 2 
OS o £i9 a -- 

o -C — T. C 5 
5*1 uu S’® M~ O 
i~ 03 -F o S' £ xj 

«. cj V o»~= «f-r o 


t-if % |s 
■S3 1 if* 
it Jl£§ 


S «'3 ( ^ 
asigg 

12^ o2 

«? ° 'o 1 2 

ill'll 

S’o"3 **• 

ilstr 




o’S^ s »- 
2 = 2 E"fi 
a.jex 2-5 


o ^ S « 

C bo flj “ <u — 

2 § g-S'S^ 
a p | 8 g3 

« rfi 2 u “ ® 

^'S a 5 |l 

B c C 

a a^^s « §■ 


IT3 g as 

: 

kif« S Si C 


? jll = 




a i ® a 
? 2 bO J2 Cl 

llt-Sl 


S cj 5P lT 

■3 e 5 o> 

bjj.o E 6 
E co c c 


B 2 pS a* .5 

s e 


TS « P M 

*3 gf g 

J ■£ E „ 3 
■*i w a s P3 

^ ESgi 

Bti 3 S “ 


1 

E 

at 


Jf-iiil 
ll Ills. 


lll«l 

um 


0,5 U 3 

ff.S 93 J 3 


11 §2 5 1 |J 
Jlllshf 

x o 8 . § S’SJ 

U 5 X-'D 2 « aj’S 

•Ob 6 S.'S M 
C S o P U » 
«. 0.2 ? o.xj E £ 


g I ft 

mj 2 b -3 6 

■C §J J ^ - 

V « X 3 P *-3 
sf S3 g 

E |l-i| 
9|B1f 

a x in > 


t frf 

-a §1 

•S'2 3 

Q. •* e> 
B-- i3 

ril 

J 3 >, W 
d'S.ei 

“EX 

Bli 


ip 

■3 I 2 

Isl 

H r? 

2 |-S 

30 s 

4?* E 

2 g > 

3 2 5 

sf K 

« S -x 

X 3 T 3 — 

g oj 

3 0 'S 

S.S52 


•2 Sx=* 

cv. “ ^."3 w 

S"?ll « 

tElfl 

EiS-JU 


-If If g 

§ s|S5 

llll-l 

3 H§a = 
£ «-&& 


.ill 

Mil 

■§ S«| 

H E g a 

1I1J 


■cjsoaa 

g-gg-e-B-s: 
Sr-S^j’S' 
“ 8^-al | 

o C o5 a C 

unit 

i o j o g*< 

I sgep 

11 III 

fepX O+Tei 


a ux 

i -g-as 

iiiii 

I .a S S B 3 


B g 

3 = x 


I “ .3 ra S B 3 

i-g = S *3 O ° 

'giasoS 

r4»= -11 
ilfiill 


||5 

s - g 

11! 

In 

£ o e 

bn'^ ■*! 

t j-j O 

a 

■a | 

"5,2 ja 


8 .. 
3 

f|p 

III- 

111- 

■C *j - 

§ af 

vx “ , 
bj « g; 

a ^ e. 

f !§5"' 

I if 


.tliflife Is 

Sgfs^sB^ £§ 

5 S K a r" a a 

i^^igg-1 is 
liS’Pli? |J 

< Siuf £=5 J 3 ;e 

? ^ = “* 8 S- "2 S 

If 8fiij ! r..,J , 2 

iSl|i||l|l| 

l'|^'g , 5Ua 8 


E 

0) 

S 

■— 

73 

0) 




CS «— CJ 

2 o "o £ 

e ? 
DTX a 0 

sits 
Jill 
■3 J-gl 

Sill 

Hit 


| « Ef S 1 

~ 0 . 9 = £ JS 


Iji 
111 
111 
SJ * =■ 

§J= 2 

1 ll 

*i i; 

_E m 


n.\ 

1I?K 

mil 

1.3 ill 

•r &. S J 3 


B cj 2 
= 2.X3 E 


2 — a 2 8 

S 2 1 s s 

seuQ'D 


= bj.s.^wjc:9;c 

i a Eel 2 ;¥ 

k o Sni T Bp= 


p *J< 

I'll 

3 «J O 
CO-3 g 
» 2 5 
wgS. 
3 5 » 

ill 

ii|' 

| k e 

1 1 a 


V 3. 

I re si 
ls||» 

= ■5 |.£ k 

E-M-is 

ta|K 

5|git 
eJ CO 3 g 2 

3 £ o s S 

5 SBi= s 
S2c £ £ 


1 §.s 

8 f- 

E ^ 1 js 
■S 2 C "3 
'E ^ ^ 'bo"» 
5‘S «.E2 
t Sf a = 
«S s ^iS^’ 

n 3 3 i. in 

2 CO 93 5b o 
a 5 c 5? = 
S £ u ® c. 

3 s 8 E 2* v, '. 

1-8 S £1 

S’ o S* c W 

p o-.i o 


_. "S o . 
-s 

o.'g E 

2 

<2H-Sg 

£ £9 « * 
E PS O. C 
SO •“ 9 0 3 

1 i- u 5 ® — 

! 2 < S « -2 

ilr « & 3 g 
r s e oo^ 

1 Je 2 « “ g* 
: t -P •o O E 

i i *!£ i 

: cj 3 u ^ ^ 

: j= sa^’S.’w 


S*| ^ 

- 2 -Pn? 2 | 

= c 2 

c 2 » * 

f I 

IS? £ Jil 

; SI E g 

C -S a 2 ~ 

3Jw£tj 

'&2'bi= S 

* S .2 13 ’P 

O. «-=X O 

E S' 3 bc’y 
S5S.5 3 


e • > 

in a £ r ^ cj 

- * -S 2 ^ ^ 

■g So- ^2 

|tlj|J 


lifll! 

5 -P^E 2 JS § 


W M 

CO 


i< E = 

|5i 

1 Si 

■is i 

0~£ 

15S 


-p ■— 
3 O 

|ll 

III, 

111 : 
g)OT «» ’ 
‘g '.J J 

|B ri "B . 


= « E ,2~ 3 _ a ^ _c 
! g-H s's « > _ c 


o-o S a° 2 # 


ca pr w > c 
*G ® ■5 3 -*e O 
cj S “ c ^ n E 

-C -J O ^ r 


cj r*a 

S£ =■ 

“Co 
9 o O 
S = x 
3 C c, 


Li o-g^ ^2 5 j?f sf S-sl 

:|f|f “gsi^Sf slg 

[ ? ■= cx o 2 n. 01 ™ "1° I.*i£ E 

tlisliillllill 

S 2= aSS5<i a ?S^ 


n 


t: J - k a 

43CQ S PQ X3 2 CO u 


ira 

-Xi 

;nJi 


la 

'I 

2 

[HI! 


]j iifil 

al lllll 

•s| 1 ® S § a 

tiBjjca e o2 
2 — SPBofiB 

m a qj <►* = J 3 3 2 

« 3 s 2-g’r‘C S 

fj||!|i| 

x £,■? i i a B 3 

- a a 5-§ 

ill lul 


till 


iipl . 

till* 

pill*: 

I 1 !!!! 

1 1 8 I si 
3 S3 8-52 


2 w a« 

“ 5 o a 

J 03 9 


s . 

A. ,. 

d | 2 

^■5 it 

-I Pf ^ 


S Eg 

U -3 9 

l^S 


1*1 li 

\m 


;n!f 


|i||i 

liilij 
ill I- 

?s BJ’S I 

s tP 

5 E a a vb 2 . 

iligt! 


w to - 

i«!« 

iilll 

gfflia 

Hill 

Inti 


So I 


itilililii 

!o9<«oSPc3 


O 2 Jl’i -2 g.’l-f 5 

B 5! 


3 £ a< S,^g 

i ^ xa *; e 1 ^ o 5? a rs 

iflltfcU* 


I s 1 frllilf 1 
i Hi gif 1 3 


! erf® 2w^®« g 
tc2 e »3 S Sjat+J.® o 5 no 

is^-8 o«2# >2 
■SISoS?OB3g'5is!- 


laSfl 


<0 

3> 


o 

5 

0 

1 

c 

d) 


ill 

a |{ 

g'S* 

III 

111 
fe*'S “ 

■Sfli 

ill 

<V o 4 ,4, 
£ <u *0 - 

111 
1 § * 
ip 


-Sgliliilllilis 


1 J^fll&lil 
!BJ8i«3h!gi 


B 

■SS J 
s §*£ 
I Is 

S mV 


2^1 

III 

5 'S x 

a-S*3 


lillillfllfi 


llll 

15 ft 

||-§I 

f f II 

ifls 

I III 

5S| 3 . 
"If I 


I s ° 
fs-sil 
e%%H 

Pin 

3x2 £*3 

iisf-si 

i-slff 


i i 

s'sa 

g^g 

in 

o ® 33 

S-5 g 
S » i 

O S B 
ftp 


ip- . ou 

III 

ill 

8 BO B 


l-gVo 

"!*» 

111! 

nil 

fill 

ilfl, 


— « 
|g -B , 

ji 

11 ?i 


fc-S » 

tlf ■ 


sea 1 

III? 


If II 

ll So 


£„ 

H&Z* 

C -.*0 


g,«sS|| .- 
if fpl-i 

iy t « 

5 gO o 2 ? to a 




q"ll 

lilif 

a rS *- g 

si &g| 

B to e to to 


S.BlMEQr'a'B 

>«OS.Ss|8 
to*t3jS S to CS ^ 
pB sj t* S — to ^ A 
*"B g O w **a o 

s! i % *s|3 1 

jiilli;4i 


•Illli 4-1 i?i 


55 g.3- g j-ai 

IM-I I’ijfsIsIaS- 

2 1 s s 1 ■§ 5 -iri*3 sgs-g? 

ggjggg a S |! S.E | 

g’S’Ssg §'€<§^ gfs 5,2 O 


>- J 4 -> 

>.xa 2 

O rr-J ^ 

+-» y •*— a 

'SSS 

s n ° 

§>|^ 
a a 3 

*12x 

’■fi S.’S 

Its 

3 “8 o 

|||| 
g *8 .5 

f S.s 8 
^-se^s 
S i 

■aiJS 

1 1 a 

,| S.f 1 

■s 2 a 's 

2 m 9» ^ 

|l if 

fill 

■2*3 

i 

a 3 5rt 3 , 

Jais 1 

C§ S« 3 r 8 


S E 

X U u 

e2c 

3 OB O 

l r§ 
|5-S 
i §1 

■SB-s 

*S S"S 

o 2 s 

«4J E 

e S2 

3 a 2 


'a 

t .S3 

3 SEC c«« 

xo X m O DflO 

2 to g R-S.E 8 

** (E to t-. a £ p 

S Is fl5 g 

jji ^ 3 S 

i55? “ = J 

1 1 1 
M ox ft?.S 3 


l S 

Sjjgi. 

s-S^ S' 

li§J 


-33 i 2 , 
2^ as 
“2 

•3| B U . 
If to ^ 

hi I 

«3 3 S 

flfli 
^ &?!• 




S)fa o 

HI 

S li — 

c C3 a 

III 

e b _h» 

•5 12 u 

111 

x S_s? 

= £ gs 

S « s Q 
3 -* X ? 

« ^9 t s 
-3 § §2 


i . -J ’E « 

44^1 & 

o'sx 
a g 52 c 

j= Si « ^ ® 

t ^g 5 -^ cj 

>. « to 0 X 

■=9X &J93 
S to 

X s, u - B 
u OT3 5 
O to C. C * 

S 3 c © « 

3 E » Jg k 

a to T5 *— co 

o £ 2 , 

to *j to S 


to 1 .5 m 

s . s li s i 

, S2 e*“ 8'H-o S to 

SfeOtoSOe^a**^ 

l^bmSrSC)" - X 


llll.lill 1 



If Hills | |l|. 

S 3 C, . 93 X o .E x, ■= c 
g 2 i£ g ^ to 93 r" T3 ^ 'to 2 

! to e J - to “ § to i t to « 

x to w Hx3 ?xx£I 


.J ill 

1 - 9 'S ' 2 

: 2 ^ to ■£ 

f i IP 

■pll! 

•J-S-c “c* 

3 4 S ij ■ 

5xJ K ^ 
« “s 5-S 
■5 x= e c X 

lllll 


s* r ta — e 

« P 9= ft 

c C jz e 


-S ? fix 3*® 5 2 

S A If to =-= 2 E 
c <~ a Pt2 - ? J 
P. o - s* _ 5 ?2 

&i 

2 2 £ 5 d 

mX (j s 3 e op 




bO ** to 


to & 

1=^ 

III 

% “2 


S jj? , 

"3 3 c 

•S.w 2 

s 5 a* 

B | -I 

8 

Sd£ 


I| S 

3-g2i 

-c^jS g 

o ’to -“ ‘-6 S 

J3S S to g 

■c =*2 *c g 
W ffs i E 

X c o m o 

IHIJ 







-S“ to S h 

u-ot 5 P 

ra r n 

|hll 

2 2 e 2 g 
sSfftp 
xEo-ig 
S 52 =| 

g | g gi 

|||S-3 

IB404I 

2 £ to " . -J 

C3 J-* > hn ea 

li _o CO .*-» 


/. aJ 2 i£ 

P -g c -g 
X- «9 
r "5 - & 
§£-=■€ 
f g-i I 

i|l| 

to 3 A C 

ES«g 

ft? Sxt 
“ *r — -3 
3 2 EX 
5 Ei| 
« 2 2 2 
d -» 3 2 


go2 ® 

2 Jj i- ™ g 

5C2 ® >< 
o 

Hilt 


3 ’€ S..^^ 

c > * 9 g 

SPSS'S 


«si 

*= = — -to 
? 3 90 "5 

g 2 

llllif 

«t| 2 S 6 - 


*3 S 5 3 & — ■S 

e - x ■?■§ I 

to 3 95 *° -c W) 

| 2 S 3 

3 3 5.5 S U5 



(0 

o> 

o 




I J 2 1 ) o' J - 

i! -sSii: 

“■uf 2 a E 

J g' 

2 S sJ “ &■ a 

CX > t- 2 w. 

^3 ® ®5 g’ 
S g g’H 
2 g * s 5 r 
E Sjffl °e a s:* 

1 lllll 

10 8 ) 9*1 7 . C 

ffe-H E £ c' 

^ c — 0 to 1 

2 I== S u E ’ 

99 nd *3 — O *3 * 


3 S 

|l| 

■ S-jj — 

S *2 E 

■ PI 

■ J =iS 

1st' 

H ri 


.« > r, 

|*s 

Hii 2, 

9-Si! c - 


£ § to £ ft 

5 815 a-s .a 
IX « a. fe -b » s 2 


a'CM S | 

w 0 “ 3S 

efs |i 

t-i S pS 5 nS 
i«i v SO r®. 


.SSS5S 

8141a. 

M I .» ‘c -J 
X ^ s *2 od . 

®X*s - j 

2 S!s «e: 


iS-=^ ® 2 S S § 

sl|!|^li! ■ 

L& B g S^-E ffx ■ 

i a g> s ® f s -s s 

!|:52 ... 

■I'S^-l'a! Itl 


S||» u f b : 

S cac-i toX-s 


3 c e 

« cj 3 o B “ 

5 J S s Vs 2 ? F -- 
< g»-g Ig^fa S 8 

52-cj5 P , *'2 to = 

a’S <. aj 3 « ?> « -fi X 


esEiiire 

2 ^ S”« » ^ J« *g . 
1 


iti 3 ■= gc: S’o'p 
1 a ? >. g 33-0 s 
[«t2|’2 g « s - 

5sl 

u d u 
r 0.0 


ftS-g 

B S a 
to toxa 

t 2 a 


|i| itl i|p 

^ 5, « Jc | 5 c’g 

-5 Iti 1 SI t|4 

ri E a to ®| g 

£ gs^s-ei g.s 


xc -“ Sxafc 

1101 

“?•£ 5 so bo 

g to to g n c 

i « % 5*2 X 

If HU 
illlll 

|=j! li 

iiia It 


f 










the eighties. C8 I could have heard, a pin drop. photoqr« 5 h: oavio &nc law 





■ _ A--r- Lr^* 





•k>t 


■*: 


yj 


s* =n 




hi 


-f ; 


f A 

•4V«« -. . 
'*■» - ’ 

> > ? 

v - 
/"* > 

r £ ; s : 

W 

-•>*• .. . 


/.«•:■ 



■ 1 -y 

■ * ; ' 
-.3 -4 

■■•w i-': 


w rrM 

-■■me* 


I 8 I 

t) (r r* g — * 


liiUz. 

mi** 

° o_ O g < |? 
a. n 5- n § 

t ea 2 C. &■ Eo 

g- 1 

s *5*1 I- 3 

cr. 5 m rr- re 
one# -j. S 

? 3 •a 5 ® ft 
8*0 3 aa 

” 2 § 3 iTi 
P 7 5 r*'0 I 


‘ET !gg§*?£ 
s-§ srS-sS^B-i s- 

* o 3 ~„§ T3 $ ‘53 tt S e. 

i o fj O P 3 o 

. r - 1 o n S.S'g. C n f S 

hlifh d|l 

'§ 5 i-S : i.3 , S'=*gl2 

lls-l-ilsf 

* 2l ^ 5- ffi § §'*3 g^-o 

■fQ -gSaSSEff 

<2 § f J^g §*5 _ . 

■m lull 


5S 3 o. P, k-5 jr 
^■igjRgg^s. 

r m ® ® § °”S 3' 

p <2 Oj O S. C 3 

8 £.&•?» 3 85 2 ®? 



- ■. -y 


-• ;.*2S: 


*' TJ- 


3 ; 

V ; 



X 

0 


0 






yj 




o v 




r.\ 


f 




9 



?i 

5 W 

aP 
- *. 
C Q 

^■D 
iu i* 




a 

3; 

« 

m 

x 

s 

I 

s 


z 

0 

0 

H 



sfc 


>V*j 


£ 



£3 

% 


I Pi 

Iff} 

I fa a 

| | 3 B 
1|E-| 

a|« t 

§3 O 

dill' 




I E 3 I S^SV 

S # -9 2 *8 £ 1 ^"“ s ■“ 

r|i||-ff i||| 

\iUnuki 

i s aS 6 l 3 ?'g §£•? 

nil's 

'eL? fllo--SJ 
fe a^-sasEt 


■J S iS 

. - af *- » 

> 1 '; | f J % |1-&| — 

ISlIIlslfltl 
e ■■ IffjllS 

zlBiSrlii 


e'i a 



giSHUJ 
© Si 3 -~1 »- © 

= 3 h0 g g-en c 

§ g m-5 ~ 

3 -r* i-T a* ^ 


* I 31§ &■* - 

>*_C *— o *-■ ■£ 

•Stu, *3 * £ 

J j-g &-S 5 _c 

3 c .s S p o. 
uScih 


|s«>ti€ 
H-i fls 

°o "fll 

g i f 1 § 

3-o ao.3 


-5 frja 5 » m 
g-a’as-.g 
o.S'o — JS 6 
2 ^5 p sS*: 1 

^1-3 1 §« 
* « l-g* a 


’eJ Vi 99 "5 00 
a g os g S 

2 — *"* as ”3 
"i U E i w 

uJ« J--S3 


i j= 25 w SaJ 
5£SSD J 

§ S'H “*'3 c 
schg_« 
.*= T3 S» n E ■= 



.V I I Q U) _ o 

.2 " t* >. £ o — 2 

E ■= = £ -| gp g = 
Jj.-STS = = g g ® S-^.S 

I ™ tlllll 

^ tf. Ji £■ = ■§ ”1 * 

£. = £ 2 ^ a 2 5 

— £ ? o - ■£ c c 
5 E c’Sp-s < ® 

E - £ -A •= 5 a.? 

£•= lii!.jjte 


0 

*5 


(0 

© 


S — 2 ■§ O.JD 

2 E - a -9 
2? 2 3 | ii B 
“* ® «2 p-'E *r 
■g^-J 

Hl|fl 

&1 giii 

riill 




is 


X? F OJ a H t. s £ 

■E s^|g gjsrf 

s sf = k 

S 2 . O ^5 " ° P a I 

■S S-S 1^3 K 1® I 

■3'aca^ ‘Sj § a*S 5 f 


r c — 

lit* 

i|l#li1 

a a o " M ftltM 

I?-! « 

S »2 ^ tS 'p * rf 

■EE-S-Slil § 


3 ~l3 5 t« -p 

# ef -s^I 

3 2 P ai fc g 
e » a»a S 




« -3 

c “ 5 5 _t= o 

.jsS^ 9 ! 

£ 2 “ !S *3 a 

0 = a -c “ 

•s 5’S g 3 


™ 3 -a ar“ s a-= g 

® X 2 a-P 

qO ra 

■= -st fi « S’ 3 2 o== 


5 


2 st 

iHkil 
Itlilllill 

i!iiisji!i 

3 llijJ^ 1 .i| 

S 3 «Se?eaEo 

niliN-ii 

IU!|JT 1 I 3 


'll Em-? 


1 b 

«s g-S i §5 

^ •? =3 2 •» - a 
5 % If ■fa 1 
&««- p-S^s 
|Pt!fl Sg 

« L g BO 

! j =-u g 

^ 8 I -S 2 -a 


a « 2 



* 

* 

* 

o 


OT 



ti? S’fl 3 

o s g* §?-S'g2 

2 ■ 

o 1 1 a al g> 

J"p 3 2 ■ s s ^ 

.niflafc u »£ 
"aja sj e 


3 s;g g^i 

■g||a|e 

h ^ JE g u® 

■s i^I^S 

JS B *3 g C « 

ilfiii 

= 1^11 

lililS 



n 


■x 

a 

a 

I 


c 

BC 


. k- s ..v. r -., . .:«r ’■'■ : 

,-r; ‘ J- V ■■■£» .-•• - ■ ■ ■ - 








ag =■ 5. = g -a 

3 « fl S' ft - ft 

Pl-a£#r 

s !s! =-P 

= |>l 5 S' 

»r|aM 



B’ j -3 &E 
’S-^sS- 

►ll 5 P - S 


p- S a- g 

*53*8 



< 


'■s 



1 








